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The 12 days of Christmas 

 

On the First day of Christmas,
my Chairpersons sent to me...

The Westerly 

A Reflection on the Busyness of the Christmas Season by PWV Chairperson Andrew Shearer-Cox 

I find it quietly bemusing when people get surprised how close it is to Christmas.  The date hasn’t changed and it’s 
clearly marked on all our calendars, yet we get to mid-November, and people’s eyes start to twitch. 

The other catchcry is about how busy we are – especially in church circles – and how we’re ‘not ready for 
Christmas.’ 

No-one was ready for the first Christmas either. 

There was so much movement around the region due to Roman decree that no-one noticed a tired young mum-to
-be and weary fiancée setup in surroundings not conducive to childbirth.  The good news was first given to people
who were literally on the edge of society (shepherds) and the word spread from there.

It’s a reminder the church was perhaps always meant a to be a ground-up movement. 

Wishing you all a blessed Christmas season from Western Victoria. 

A Reflection on Hope, Joy, Peace and Love by PPW Chairperson Lisa Carey 

As I write this Christmas message, I am wondering how to celebrate Christmas with hope, joy, peace and love 
when there is so much pain in the world. 

Then I am reminded of the love, care and support of the members of Presbytery – lay people and ordained. For 
upholding me in prayer during my illness and as I returned to the role of Chairperson this year, thank you.  

Thank you for all you do for our church communities across the Presbytery. 

I think of the summer ahead of us (whether there are bushfires or floods); the consequences of not acting on 
climate change. To the emergency services – paid and unpaid - ensuring our safety and wellness, to the VCC 
Emergency Ministries that go in after crises to give support and pastoral care, thank you. 

As we give thanks and focus on spreading joy, hope and peace through love, I pause to also give thanks and keep 
in my heart all those for whom this time of year is hard.   

I pray we all have time to relax, refresh and renew as we see the end of another year. 

May the peace of Christmas bring you joy.  

Lisa 
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This Christmas season, President Rev Charissa Suli offers two messages for our community – because the 

incarnation meets us wherever we are. 

A Christmas Message of Light and Action 

In her main Christmas message, President Rev Charissa reminds us of the profound mystery at the heart 

of our faith: God chose to draw near, entering our world not in power but as a vulnerable child. Through 

the Gospel of John's timeless promise – “the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it” – we find hope for our weary world. 

This Christmas calls us beyond celebration into action. We become bearers of Christ's light through the 

smallest gestures: speaking kindness into someone's day, sharing a meal with those who hunger for 

connection, or summoning courage when it matters most. May the Christ child steady your heart and 

illuminate your path into a new year rich with possibility for peace, courage, and enduring hope. 

The message was filmed on Wiradjuri Country in Griffith, NSW. 

On the Second Day of Christmas,  
The President sent to me...  

On the Third Day of Christmas,  
The Moderator sent to me...  

https://uniting.church/presidents-christmas-message-2025/
https://vimeo.com/1145828903
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Do you want to reduce the carbon emissions at a church property but your 

Congregation does not have the funds? 

Then read on....    SERF 2026 Open for Applications 

 FUNDS TO ASSIST YOUR CONGREGATION OR FAITH COMMUNITY REDUCE EMISSIONS - In 2024 a Synod Emissions 

Reduction Fund (SERF) was made available by the Synod of Victoria and Tasmania and many congregations applied 

and were granted funding to assist with their work in reducing their emissions. 

There is now a further opportunity for congregations and faith communities to apply for another round of funding. 

Your congregation or faith community is invited to make an application to this fund in order to assist your 

congregation’s work towards reaching zero emissions. 

Applications close 5 pm on February 28th 2026.  

-- DOWNLOAD THE SERF 2026 APPLICAITON BY CLICKING HERE -- 

  

No application will be funded more than $10,000. We aim to inform congregations and faith communities on the 

outcome of their applications by the end of March 2026. 

Questions about the application can be asked of the 

SERF Administration Team members: 

Jamie Thom                  0427 210 787 

Heather Baxter              0487 429 748 

Tom Spurling                 0409 461390 

Once you application is completed, it can be submitted to:  jim@victas.uca.org.au 

On the Fifth Day of Christmas,  
Christian Research Association College sent to me...  

On the Fourth Day of Christmas,  
The JIM Unit sent to me...  

Communities 

of Meaning: 

Enriching Life 

in Retirement 

Friday, 6 February 

2026, 10am – 3pm, 

Box Hill  

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fjustact.org.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F11%2FAPPLICATION-FOR-FUNDING-FROM-THE-SYNOD-EMISSIONS-REDUCTION-FUND.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://victas.uca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Communities-of-meaning-poster.pdf
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Last week I heard a powerful Advent sermon by Rev Ellie Elia, Minister of Glenbrook Uniting Church in NSW. It 
struck me as a message for all of us who work, pray and strive for justice in a world where justice and peace can 
feel more elusive than ever.  
 
The tragic mass shooting here in Sydney this week certainly amplified that feeling.  
 
Reflecting on a commentary on Matthew 11 by Rev Dr Boyung Lee, the sermon centered on the question John the 
Baptist sends to Jesus from a prison cell he will never walk out of: 
“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”| 
John does not ask for a miracle,” Rev Ellie explains. “He asks whether his life—his ministry, his sacrifices, his choic-
es—has meant anything, or whether he got it wrong.”  

It’s a question of doubt that trembles through all of us at times:  
 
Does my work matter? Does it make a real difference? What if our best efforts for justice and truth come to noth-
ing?  
 
Rev Dr Boyung Lee writes, “This is not doubt born of cynicism. It is the trembling that comes when conviction 
meets suffering—when the cost of faithfulness has been high and the fruit appears small.”  

She shares the witness of Mitri Raheb, a Lutheran pastor in Bethlehem, who knows deeply “what it meant for Jesus 
to be born under occupation … and to be crushed on the cross by the empire.”  
  
Despite oppression, fear and uncertainty, his statement of faith has become: “Hope is what we do.”  
 
“Hope is not what we think. Hope is not what we feel. Hope is not what we vaguely wish were possible. Hope is 
what we do—in the face of suffering, pain and injustice,” he writes.  

Rev Dr Boyung Lee continues:  “Hope is rooted in perception—in trusting God is still at work, even when systems 
remain unchanged, even when prophets die behind bars.”  

Hope is what we do.   
 
Friends, thank you for walking with us when the pain and challenges of the world have felt enormous, and we have 
felt small. Your faithfulness, and the courage of our partners, is where we draw the strength to keep hope alive.  
 
May hope be your blessing this Christmas.  
 
Faithfully yours, 
Sureka 
Dr Sureka Goringe 
National Director 
UnitingWorld   

On the Sixth Day of Christmas,  
Uniting World sent to me...  

https://donate.unitingworld.org.au/everythingincommon?j=186316&sfmc_sub=13844171&l=225_HTML&u=4155923&mid=534004588&jb=4&utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=2025.12.16.EIC-EDM6-IND&utm_term=
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On the Seventh Day of Christmas,  
Pilgrim College sent to me...  

On the Eighth Day of Christmas,  
Faithful Futures sent to me...  

The latest book from Rev Dr Sally Douglas was launched at the 

Centre for Theology and Ministry on 1 December. 'Rewilding Prayer: 

God Beyond Gender, Faith Beyond Formulas' weaves together Sally’s 

work as a New Testament scholar, theologian, minister, and a pray-

er. Acting Head of College at Pilgrim Theological College Philip 

Hughes, storyteller Julie Perrin and Moderator Rev Salesi Faupula 

launched the book with grace and passion. 

https://victas.uca.org.au/faithful-futures/
https://victas.uca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/251112-PILGRIM-Northey-Lecture-on-the-theme-of-Respecting-Country-WEB.pdf
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On the Ninth Day of Christmas,  
VCC sent to me...  

On the Tenth Day of Christmas,  
The Assembly sent to me...  

On the Eleventh Day of Christmas,  
Uniting sent to me...  

The Coroners Court of Victoria Multifaith Advisory Committee (CCoV MAC) 

This is an advisory group to the 

Coroner's Court, able to advise about 

particular religious sensitivities for 

each faith and cultural tradition. The 

most recent meeting provided an 

opportunity to meet the new State 

Coroner of the Coroners Court of 

Victoria, Her Honour Judge Liberty 

Sanger (centre).  VCC is represented 

by Rev Sandy Boyce and Ashok 

Jacob.  

2026 Assembly Calendar of Dates: On this page you will find the 2026 dates for the key days we mark together as 

a national Uniting Church, events held around the Uniting Church that are open to all, key liturgical dates, key ecu-

menical dates and events, and various dates that are marked socially/culturally that you may like to mark in your 

local community.  

These dates are included on the 2025-2026 Uniting Church Lectionary calendar, as congregations are encouraged 

to mark these celebrations, commemorations and anniversaries in their worship. 

https://www.unitingvictas.org.au/fundraising/pancake-day/
https://uniting.church/2026-calendar-of-dates/
https://uniting.church/2025-2026-uniting-church-lectionary/
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Events 
25th December Christmas Day (1st Day of Christmas) 

1st January New Years Day 

6th January Festival of Epiphany (12th Day of Christmas) 

7th January Orthodox Christmas 

25th January UCA Day of Mourning 

26th January Australia / Survival Day 

13th February Anniversary of the Apology to the Stolen Generation 

17th February Shrove Tuesday—Pancake Day 

18th February Ash Wednesday 

21st February PWV Presbytery Meeting 

28th February PPW Presbytery Meeting—New 

On the Twelfth Day of Christmas,  
Fresh Expressions sent to me...  

The Magi’s gifts remind us that 

generosity costs us something real, it 

is a sacrificial act that honours God’s 

presence in all things. Advent invites 

us to offer our best in service, 

resources, and presence towards our 

communities.  

What gifts are you called to give 

that foster transformation and life?  


