
1 

 

 

 

Strength, Vision & Legacy 

NAIDOC Week 2025 marks a powerful milestone: 50 years of NAIDOC Week, honouring and elevating Indigenous 
voices, culture and resilience.  

The NAIDOC journey began as a movement for recognition and rights, 
sparked by Indigenous communities who saw a future built on justice and 
equality. Over the decades, it has grown into a powerful national 
celebration, a testament to the enduring strength of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples.  

This year, the National NAIDOC Committee takes an important step 
toward independence, embracing self-determination as a model for the 
next generation. With every story shared, every act of resilience 
remembered and every cultural practice celebrated, we honour a legacy 
that reaches far into the past and extends into the future.  

As we celebrate this milestone, we look toward the next 50 years with 
excitement and confidence, while every day ensuring that NAIDOC 
remains a movement grounded in community-led vision and integrity  

As we commemorate this 50-year legacy of NAIDOC Week, we also look forward, 
honouring the next generation who will carry the torch, shaping the future with 
courage, insight and deep respect for our roots. Guided by the wisdom of our 
Elders and the groundwork laid by our forebears, each NAIDOC Week reinforces 
our vision for an Australia where Indigenous voices are not only heard but also 
lead the way.  

The 2025 NAIDOC Week theme, “The Next Generation: Strength, Vision and Legacy”, celebrates not only the achievements of 
the past but also the bright future ahead, empowered by the strength of our young leaders, the vision of our communities and 
the legacy of our ancestors.  

From solid foundations, the next generation will rise — grounded in history and the strength of our Elders; inspired by a 
shared vision; and committed to building a legacy of unity, respect and self-determination for all.    

This NAIDOC Week, we celebrate not just a milestone but also a movement that endures, grows and evolves — driven by the 
unwavering strength of our communities, the shared vision of our people and the enduring legacy we pass on to those who 
will shape our future. Together, we walk forward, honouring where we’ve come from and looking boldly to the next 
generation who will carry NAIDOC and their communities into the future. — National NAIDOC Committee.  
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From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly see Newsletters – Presbytery of Port Phillip 

West (ucappw.org.au).  Rev Linley Liersch  Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.   

Please click links or pictures for hyperlinks.   

Next edition submissions 22nd July 2024    

Ancestral Lines by Jeremy Morgan Worrall The 2025 National NAIDOC Week 

poster is a stunning digital artwork titled Ancestral Lines, created by Jeremy 

Morgan Worrall, a proud Ngarbal/Gomeroi man from Emmaville and 

Deepwater in northern New South Wales. His family lines include the Wrights, 

Connors and Marlows. Jeremy’s work honours the knowledge, care and cultural 

strength passed down through generations — from ancestors Lucy, Enoch and 

Nonie Wright to his Nanna Audrie and his mother Vanessa. The artwork is set 

beneath the swirling clouds and moonlit skies of Tenterfield, where the next 

generation gathers around the fire — to listen, to learn and to lead.  

https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
https://www.naidoc.org.au/news/abc-and-naidoc-release-official-naidoc-week-education-resources
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I am currently attending the annual conference run by Spiritual Care 
Australia (SCA). It goes for 3 days and brings members together for 
professional development and collegiality. Members of SCA come from a 
wide variety of beliefs and cultural backgrounds. 
 

SCA is the peak body for spiritual care in Australia. It oversees and 
advocates for roles including pastoral care, chaplaincy and spiritual care in 
the wider community eg health, corrections, defence, emergency services, 
education, aged care, industry, etc. One of the ways it does this is by 
providing a credentialing framework recognising the importance of having 
professional, skilled, and experienced practitioners. So when an 
organisation decides to employ a Spiritual Carer they can be assured that a 
member of SCA is suitably qualified.  
 

I am really glad to be a member of SCA to not only access quality professional development but also to 
support more widely advocacy for the importance and value of spiritual care to government, 
organisations and agencies in the wider community.  

If you'd like to read some more about SCA go to https://www.spiritualcareaustralia.org.au/ 

 

Leading a connected and professional network of Spiritual Care Practitioners, advocating for and 
collaborating with the wider community to promote best practice and sustain the important role of 

Spirituality to Australia's wellbeing. 

Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry  
is a 3-day program designed to give participants an introduction to the key concepts and practices of 
ministering with congregations and agencies in times of transition. 

While it is a stand-alone program, it is also the first phase of training that leads to being qualified as an 
Intentional Interim Minister. Thus, it is useful in itself for anyone in lay or ordained ministry, and also for those 
exploring whether they are called to Intentional Interim Ministry. 

This initial three-day course is especially helpful for: 

• People in Presbytery leadership roles 

• People in the latter half of Third Phase of Ministry 

• Ministers intending to do significant amounts of supply 

• Ministers moving from chaplaincy/agency roles into 
congregational ministry 

• Ministers in placements going through significant transitions, such as looking for new mission directions, 
contemplating combining/closing, moving to resource ministry across multiple contexts. 

FTM Leader 

August 7th, 

14th & 21st  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.spiritualcareaustralia.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLinley.Liersch%40ppw.victas.uca.org.au%7Ca4e28aeadacc46ab16d308ddb2b5f1da%7Cffc9a8255f594104a92e4589b4b541e1%7C0%7C0%7C638863216730402974%7CU
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Lay Preacher Studies in 2025 

 Semester 2 - Exploring Christology -7 July to 22 September  https://victas.uca.org.au/

exploring-christology/ 

Semester 2—Understanding the UCA 15th July—14th October https://events.humanitix.com/

understanding-the-uca-pmsxd2p4 

Semester 3 - Exploring Preaching in the UCA - 13 October to 24 November - $30  https://

victas.uca.org.au/exploring-preaching-in-the-uca/ 

UCA President joins WA Faith Leaders in speaking out against the North West Shelf 
MEDIA RELEASE – 1 JUNE 2025 

President of the Uniting Church in Australia, Rev Charissa Suli, was in Perth today expressing her profound 

disappointment about the approval of the controversial North West Shelf gas processing facility. 

Rev Suli was joined by Rev Dr Ian Tozer, the Moderator of the Uniting Church 

in WA; Rev Mitchell Garlett from the Uniting Aboriginal & Islander Christian 

Congress; and Rev Ken Devereux, the President of the Australian Religious 

Response to Climate Change WA Chapter, as they shared their concerns 

about the decision by the Federal Environment Minister Murray Watt to extend 

the life of the polluting facility out to 2070. 

Rev Suli said, “As a daughter of the Pacific, I have witnessed firsthand the 

devastating impacts of climate change on culturally rich but environmentally 

vulnerable nations in our region. These nations—many of which are home to 

Uniting Church partners within the Asia-Pacific—contribute the least to global 

emissions yet suffer the greatest consequences. 

“Why then is approval granted to an old, polluting facility to continue emitting 

vast volumes of climate damaging emissions of a magnitude many times 

greater than the emissions of all the Pacific nations? This is not loving thy 

neighbour.” 

Rev Garlett said, “It’s very disappointing that a decision like this might occur 

without close consultation with the relevant Traditional Owners. The connection we feel to Country is not just a 

physical thing but a spiritual connection that is deeper than what we see with our eyes. 

“It is heartbreaking that reconciliation is spoken of, but our brothers and sister’s voices are not being heard, and the 

land continues to suffer for so-called progress.” 

Rev Dr Tozer said, “As beautiful as our churches are, we know that there is a cathedral of Aboriginal culture that has 

been at Murujuga long before the foundation stones of our churches were laid. 

“We are therefore deeply concerned about the threat to First Nations cultural heritage sites, including 60,000-year-

old priceless petroglyphs at the World Heritage nominated Murujuga rock art site. It is vital these ancient sites, so 

precious to Australia’s First Peoples and to our history, are not further damaged by industry.” 

Rev Dr Devereux said, “We believe that moral and ethical choices for the greater good for humanity and creation 

need to take precedence over the benefits to fossil fuel corporations and the short-term economy. This decision to 

extend the North West Shelf gas facility out to 2070 does not meet that test.” 

“The next test for the Australian government is to ensure that the related Browse project that would see up to 50 gas 

wells drilled next to Scott Reef, does not go ahead.” 

Australian Religious Response to Climate Change, WA 

https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-christology/
https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-christology/
https://events.humanitix.com/understanding-the-uca-pmsxd2p4
https://events.humanitix.com/understanding-the-uca-pmsxd2p4
https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-preaching-in-the-uca/
https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-preaching-in-the-uca/
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Australian Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC) on  
responding to North West Shelf Gas project 

You will have seen the news that the government has approved Woodside’s plans to proceed with the extension of 

the North West Shelf gas processing plant in WA for forty years, out to the year 2070. This is a truly staggering 

decision. Over its 45-year life, the project would lead to 4 billion tonnes (gigatonnes) of climate pollution, double 

the 2 billion tonnes of climate pollution associated with the Coalition’s nuclear scheme to 2050. This is equivalent to 

ten years of Australia’s current climate pollution, and would cause more intense and frequent unnatural disasters that 

endanger us all. The plant is co-located with the Murujuga Cultural Landscape, a 50,000 year old collection of First 

Nations petroglyphs, that have been nominated for inscription on the World Heritage List. Onsite pollution of nitrous 

oxide and other acidic emissions from gas plant are eroding the rock art. 

This is a long, long way from what many people had hoped for from the more progressive of the two major parties. 

Sadly, there is no end of other reasons to oppose this 

project when it comes to its impacts on the pristine Scott 

Reef. 

Starting by contacting your MP 

Bringing this down to doing something tangible right now, 

we would love as many people as possible to phone 

your local Labor MP (or Labor Senator if your MP is not 

ALP) to let them know you’re not happy with the recent 

North West Shelf decision and will be doing your best to 

oppose the Browse Gas Field from going ahead. 

Please look up their phone number on the 

parliamentary website. Do mention your faith and, if 

there is a place of worship that you go to, do mention that 

too. 

Finally, it’s also well worth phoning your Coalition 
MP too, if your electorate is of that stripe. There is a very 
real fight going on over the future of climate policy both 

between the Liberals and the Nationals and within each of 
those two parties. If the Coalition shifts it will remove a major handbrake on Labor’s ambition. There are moderates 
pushing for such a change and for once there is a possibility that they might prevail as the Coalition attempts to look 
honestly in the mirror after its resounding loss. Hearing from people of faith in their community may well make a 
difference. 

Scott Reef – photo by Greenpeace. 

https://www.arrcc.org.au/r?u=QFcVZrr60Vmyn4ZUpj3XoG3Z3-Pot6BpXXrKNSjAP3aROs529rUOeCK2o7R2WT06aHqqPKmare4SZdMmpj5A4mi2zVB-EhDXGbH5fEijh3SAg5sEFwlMEysr9A3bJiupbR1nU8tc31yg8yEK9V9mDuAhS-T5xMfdvgBO98xqFQ7rKQ06DK_aEm5m1hUEzjhAgXXo7hAD1CbuvmwQRtExszRVK2TNL7hw1usYg6
https://www.arrcc.org.au/r?u=srAT7yK-77nUzsW6KI5SDMRtruehgV20EomtyAjhgtSdHYaWyF_kwawtxxHwcFeg8a1JaCmYbamMb7mHjwBNFH2qpOtu07hKVxRszXFxRRwsxaxmGamJ_j7oVRAV52RL&e=f032adc4d9fbc89ac191e662dbe70ebf&utm_source=arrcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=wa_gas_and_where_we
https://www.arrcc.org.au/r?u=BwNrahMxEbpx2sLXBNXxbAJLZplxyJIx4sCs9rtHB__sCZ4Zuw6ebJHAJ7SDookEfi9j3r1J22PnzzUUiSxC3rX3exGx_GQl4iDGKy0CXyPdGVtccJfOdJ0ld2aru3bg&e=f032adc4d9fbc89ac191e662dbe70ebf&utm_source=arrcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=wa_gas_and_where_we
https://www.arrcc.org.au/r?u=HjA7Vi9UAvEIapyIc01-iGnz4TXPOlfwe1Q9J0nUqpdGXEQwqduCEBUk0dXYrHtPyijCus1E7i28830O-jpzkehaWmePF6t-f3WCK6UWAJM&e=f032adc4d9fbc89ac191e662dbe70ebf&utm_source=arrcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=wa_gas_and_where_we_are_now&n=5
https://www.arrcc.org.au/r?u=nRnyaknmxqoEWuORC_7EtH7JZTrnlSbzSXa9UB7fnIF-nzzwfQ70XVxLcfqILV9S&e=f032adc4d9fbc89ac191e662dbe70ebf&utm_source=arrcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=wa_gas_and_where_we_are_now&n=10
https://www.arrcc.org.au/r?u=nRnyaknmxqoEWuORC_7EtH7JZTrnlSbzSXa9UB7fnIF-nzzwfQ70XVxLcfqILV9S&e=f032adc4d9fbc89ac191e662dbe70ebf&utm_source=arrcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=wa_gas_and_where_we_are_now&n=10
https://events.humanitix.com/northey-lecture-dei-ex-machina-the-images-of-god-in-our-conceptions-of-ai
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1700th   Anniversary of the Nicene Creed 

2025 marks the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea, the first ecumenical 
Christian council, held from May-July 325 CE. This meeting of bishops discussed 
issues such as the nature of Jesus’ divinity and humanity, the dating of Easter, 
and the construction of the first part of the Nicene Creed. It also saw the 
beginning of early canon law. The council has been seen as a high-water mark of 
orthodoxy but also as an exercise in silencing and oppressing dissident voices. 
 
The tussle between orthodoxy and inclusion continues today with differences 
over the role and ordination of women, the inclusion of LGBTQI+ people within 
the church, ongoing colonisation and racism, sacramental observance, and 
declining church attendance and membership, at least in the West. The Catholic 
Church through its Synod on Synodality (which includes Protestant guests) is 
discovering new forms of conciliarism that draw upon the ancient Ecumenical 
Councils but also seek to reflect the greater inclusiveness of the contemporary 
world in fresh ways. This joint conference will consider the debates that have 
shaped and continue to shape the church and whether the Council of Nicaea 
provides a model of ecumenical consensus or of imperial repression. 
 
In 2025, ANZATS will hold a joint conference with the Australasian Centre for Wesleyan Research and the Christian 
Research Association. If your association would also like to participate, please contact us HERE.  

https://events.humanitix.com/justice-and-international-mission-convention-2025
https://anzats.edu.au/contact-us/
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Dr Rebekah Pryor is the Doctor of Professional Practice 
Director in the University of Divinity’s School of Graduate 
Research. 

Rebekah is an artist and scholar whose interdisciplinary 
research focuses on embodiment (particularly in terms of 
sex, gender and sexuality) and how this is experienced, 
constructed, represented and renegotiated in material 
cultures and communities of belief.  

Recent publications include: Feminist Theologies: Interstices 
and Fractures, coedited with Stephen Burns (Lexington/
Fortress Press, 2023); Contemporary Feminist Theologies: 
Power, Authority, Love, coedited with 
Kerrie Handasyde and Cathryn 
McKinney (Routledge, 2021).   
Rebekah serves on the convening 
committee of the Australian 
Collaborators in Feminist Theologies. 

https://divinity.edu.au/courses/graduate-certificate-spirituality/
https://staff.divinity.edu.au/staff/rebekah-pryor/www.rebekahpryor.com
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781978712393
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781978712393
https://www.routledge.com/Contemporary-Feminist-Theologies-Power-Authority-Love/Handasyde-McKinney-Pryor/p/book/9780367490805
https://www.routledge.com/Contemporary-Feminist-Theologies-Power-Authority-Love/Handasyde-McKinney-Pryor/p/book/9780367490805
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1st—3rd 
8:30—3:30pm 

Remembering Nicea: A Contested Legacy Conference 

6th—13th NAIDOC WEEK Resources 
Theme: Next generation: Strength, Vision & Legacy 

12th JIM Convention: Christian Community & the Pursuit of  

Common Good Link  (Page 5) 

24th  
12:30—1:30 

Wesley Conversations that Matter:  Ethics, theology & the 

Human Person @ 

29th  The Northerly Lecture Rego  Rev. Dr. Kristel Clayville PhD. 

Dei Ex Machina: The Images of God in our conceptions of AI 

15th August Climate Change: Resilience & Hope [UCA Schools Event] Rego 

https://anzats.edu.au/conference/
https://www.naidoc.org.au/news/abc-and-naidoc-release-official-naidoc-week-education-resources
https://events.humanitix.com/justice-and-international-mission-convention-2025
https://events.humanitix.com/northey-lecture-dei-ex-machina-the-images-of-god-in-our-conceptions-of-ai
https://victas.uca.org.au/event/resilience-and-hope/
https://victas.uca.org.au/product/moderators-emergency-response-fund/
https://craigmitchell.com.au/aboriginal-culture/

