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Chaplains on the Spiritual Frontier 

Chaplaincy is a vital and vibrant ministry of the Uniting Church.  Chaplaincy is a ‘ministry of 
presence’ in our communities and institutions, serving people of Christian faith, different faiths or 
of no faith.  As lay and ordained ministers of the Uniting Church, our chaplains are qualified and skilled 
practitioners.   On behalf of the Church, they bear witness to the hope and healing of Christ, in a wide variety of 
contexts. These include health, education, aged-care, welfare, prisons, Defence and emergency services. 

As Synod Chaplaincy Coordinator Rev. Lauren Mosso is responsible for convening the Synod Chaplaincy 
Roundtable; promoting chaplaincy, professional standards and continuing education for chaplains; collaborating in 
creating effective systems for oversight and mutual accountability; encouraging availability of chaplains for various 
roles; and developing innovative training opportunities. 

Prisons:  With chaplaincy in every adult prison in Victoria, including privately-run prisons, this is a clear example of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in action, working with our most marginalised people and social outcasts.  Jesus spent 
much of His life with people who were social rejects, so those in prison chaplaincy feel privileged to continue His 
work.  In many ways we see our work in prisons as working with real people – those who have no need for 
superficialities or pretence.  It is not just prisoners, we also work with their families and with prison staff. 

We work with people of faith or no faith, talking about what gives real meaning to their lives. We remind people 
they are human beings. In many instances we’re the only face to remind prisoners that God loves them and that 
there is hope.  Sadly for some, we bring compassion into their lives for the first time. 

All of our prison chaplains have theological qualifications and clinical pastoral education, with many having 
experience in ministry.  To be a good chaplain requires empathy and high interpersonal skills to connect with 
people of all walks of life.  To work in prisons also requires the ability to work in complex and harsh environments. 

Hospitals:  Hospital chaplaincy focuses on delivering compassionate pastoral care. Within the hospital 
environment, pastoral practitioners are part of the wider allied health team and there is a special emphasis on 
transitioning in life and end of life. 

The requirements to be a hospital chaplain are the same as those of a prison chaplain, but must also include 
Clinical Pastoral Education units and a minimum of five years’ experience.  To work at the Royal Children’s Hospital 
requires a skill set which could almost be regarded as a gift. 

If%20you%20would%20like%20to%20know%20more,%20please%20contact%20Adrian%20Pyle,%20Relationships%20&%20Connections%20director%20on%200408%20550%20491%20or%20Rev%20Lauren%20Mosso,%20Chaplaincy%20Coordinator,%20on%200400%20569%20330.
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From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly see Newsletters – Presbytery of Port Phillip 

West (ucappw.org.au).  Rev Linley Liersch  Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.   

Please click links or pictures for hyperlinks.   

Next edition submissions 24th June 2024    

 

Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry  
is a 3-day program designed to give participants an introduction to the key concepts and practices of 
ministering with congregations and agencies in times of transition. 

While it is a stand-alone program, it is also the first phase of training that leads to being qualified as an 
Intentional Interim Minister. Thus, it is useful in itself for anyone in lay or ordained ministry, and also for those 
exploring whether they are called to Intentional Interim Ministry. 

This initial three-day course is especially helpful for: 

• People in Presbytery leadership roles 

• People in the latter half of Third Phase of Ministry 

• Ministers intending to do significant amounts of supply 

• Ministers moving from chaplaincy/agency roles into 
congregational ministry 

• Ministers in placements going through significant transitions, such as looking for new mission directions, 
contemplating combining/closing, moving to resource ministry across multiple contexts. 

FTM Leader 

August 7th, 

14th & 21st  

Schools:  We have 13 chaplains providing services in schools associated with the Synod.  As well as providing 
pastoral care to students and staff, there is great value to the Church in learning from young people, including 
what’s important to them, how they see the world and how they might change it. Chaplaincy allows this to be fed 
back into the wider church. 

One example is social justice. Working with our Social Justice team, our Chaplaincy program hosts annual forums 
for year 9 students based on the social justice issues which are most important to them. 

School chaplains can be ordained or lay ministers, some have experience from other churches and some come 
from teaching backgrounds. 

Tertiary:  Tertiary chaplaincy works across the challenging fields of education, pastoral care, crisis management 
and interfaith groups.  Sometimes a tertiary chaplain is the only spiritual practitioner on campus, sometimes they 
are part of a multi-faith team. 

Tertiary chaplains are generally not employed by the University but are funded through congregations, joint 
funding with other groups or whatever funding combination can be achieved. 

All tertiary chaplains must be accredited to be on campus through the Council of Chaplains in Tertiary 
Institutions.  This involves an interview process, gifts and skills for delivering pastoral care, tertiary qualifications as 
well as theological study. 

If you would like to know more, please contact  Rev Lauren Mosso, Chaplaincy Coordinator, on 0400 569 330.   
(Please note that ADF & Aged Well Chaplains are and Assembly responsibility). 

https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
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On the 14th of May, hospital chaplains met for a second time via Zoom as part of the Community of Practice gather-
ings lead by Rev Lauren Mosso. Six chaplains were present and after an Acknowledgement of Country we spent 
some time reflecting on our experience of Aboriginal health services in our contexts. 

It was uplifting to hear that cultural support and assistance for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people is well 
established, providing essential guidance and support within the hospital settings.  

We pondered what UCA communities might learn from hospitals, as places often experienced as a kind of 
“spiritual frontier”, about being culturally sensitive, safe and welcoming. 

We also contemplated the question: “What do you yearn for in your ministry?”  

All who attended spoke of developing and deepening connections and relationships with congregations and those 
of us from PPW were grateful that this newsletter exists to share our unique perspectives. 

As I finish my placement at the end of June, I look forward to hearing reflections from others in this space. I also 
encourage congregations to invite chaplains and Deacons to share stories and experiences within their places of 
worship so that we can continue to learn, grow and renew together. 

(Photo – from top left: Rev Fiona Bottcher, Andrew Shearer-Cox, Rev Isabel Greenall, Tanya Dunbar, Rev Lauren 
Mosso, Rev David Howie) 

Thanks Fi for over 5 years of ministry at  

Sunshine Mental Health as their Chaplain. 

Thanks for all your words to us in The Westerly  

that gave us glimpses into this important ministry.   

Thanks for your poignant photos which helped simulate our thinking. 

May God Bless you as finish this role. 
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Lay Preacher Studies in 2025 

 Semester 2 - Exploring Christology -7 July to 22 September  https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-christology/ 

Semester 3 - Exploring Preaching in the UCA - 13 October to 24 November - $30  https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-

preaching-in-the-uca/ 

 Semester 1 - Understanding the Lay Preachers Code of Ethics—10 June to 24 June - $20  https://victas.uca.org.au/

understanding-the-lay-preacher-code-of-ethics/ 

At the National Assembly meeting in May 2022 it was agreed to commit to net zero emissions by 2040 at the latest 
so that together we can become a zero emissions Church.  As part of its response to this agreement, the 2023 Synod 
meeting established a Synod Emission Reduction Fund, set at $100,000. 

In 2024, the SERF received 33 applications that requested a total of nearly $290,000 in funding. Many of the 
applications involved congregations seeking only part of the funding for the project, making contributions from 
their existing finances. The Administrative Group for the SERF decided to set a cap of $10,000 per entity that 
applied for funding.  

The applications received requested funding for: 

• Energy audits;  

• Solar panels; 

• Replacing gas appliances with electric appliances; and, Insulation 

The Administrative Group decided to provide grants for 15 of the applications. The greenhouse gas emissions 
prevented from the projects are estimated to be 520 tonnes of CO2eq by 2040.  

There is now a plan to seek more funds for other applications for projects. In this planning there is a proposal 
coming to the August 2025 Synod that states the following (and more): 

“That Synod Ministries and Operations commit to provide up to $100,000 to the Synod Emission Reduction Fund 
(SERF) that would match dollar-for-dollar contributions from presbyteries, congregations, faith communities and 
individuals up until the next ordinary meeting of Synod” . 

This will be  joint proposal from Ministry & Mission & the Presbytery of PPW has agreed to be a signatory to this 
proposal and should it get up at the Synod gathering, will commit $30 000 over a period of 18 months.   

Other Presbyteries are being asked to consider also committing funds, and later in the year churches and 
individuals will be asked to consider contributing as well to the fund. Watch this space to learn how your 
community may contribute to, or benefit from, this proposed fund. ************************************** 

https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-christology/
https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-preaching-in-the-uca/
https://victas.uca.org.au/exploring-preaching-in-the-uca/
https://victas.uca.org.au/understanding-the-lay-preacher-code-of-ethics/
https://victas.uca.org.au/understanding-the-lay-preacher-code-of-ethics/
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Walk for Truth  

Yoorrook Justice Commission is inviting people to be part of the Walk for Truth from Portland to 

Parliament.   Everyone is invited to join when Yoorrook Deputy Chair Commissioner Travis Lovett, Kerrupmara 

Gunditjmara, walks from Portland, where colonisation began, to Parliament, where we can transform the future.  

Video Resource: link 

Yoorrook Deputy Chair Travis Lovett, Kerrupmara Gunditjmara, will walk from Portland, where colonisation began, 

to Parliament, where we can transform the future. Starting on Sunday 25 May on Gunditjmara Country at 

Portland, the Walk will travel through communities including Warrnambool, Colac, Geelong and Footscray, 

finishing at Parliament House on Wednesday 18 June. Along the way there will be opportunities for people to join 

the Walk and attend community events. This powerful 

journey aims to bring everyone together to walk 

toward truth, celebrate the strength and resistance of 

Aboriginal people, and be proud to have the oldest 

living culture in the world as ours. To find out more, 

including dates and details of specific legs and 

community events, register to join the Walk for 

Truth.  

https://events.humanitix.com/justice-and-international-mission-convention-2025
https://yoorrookjusticecommission.org.au/events/walkfortruth/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvcc.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a%26id%3D74a8ea065c%26e%3Deadf68e3a9&data=05%7C02%7CLinley.Liersch%40ppw.victas.uca.org.au%7C0c730130036a42d157c508dd7044a
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvcc.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a%26id%3D74a8ea065c%26e%3Deadf68e3a9&data=05%7C02%7CLinley.Liersch%40ppw.victas.uca.org.au%7C0c730130036a42d157c508dd7044a
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BOOK REVIEW by Marina Williams 

“Broken Heart,  Shared Heart, Healing Heart” 
by Rev. Barbara Allen 

As Rev Barbara Allen speaks, a soft purring fills the background. 

It’s Leaf, her rescued cat, curled up beside her, in a quiet yet powerful 
reminder of the deep bond between humans and their animal companions. 

A Uniting Church minister and pioneering chaplain at Lort Smith Animal 
Hospital in Melbourne, Barbara has spent years offering pastoral care to 
those grieving the loss of their pets, a form of sorrow often dismissed or 
misunderstood. 

Her book, ‘Broken Heart, Shared Heart, Healing Heart’, is a compassionate and practical guide to navigating pet 
loss. 

“I wrote it to help grieving pet owners and equip those who want to support them,” Barbara says. 

“For so many, pets are not ‘just animals’, they are family.  That bond is real, and so is the grief when they die.” 

Barbara’s inspiration came from her time at Lort Smith between 2006 and 2011, where she saw first-hand society’s 
failings in acknowledging the depth of grief following an animal’s death. 

“Our society doesn’t deal well with death, let alone pet death,” she explains.  “People often feel embarrassed or 
ashamed for grieving their pet, as if their emotions are excessive.  But the truth is, grief is not about the species, it’s 
about the bond.  Writing the book was to normalise pet death, and to say this is normal.  They’re part of our family, 
so of course, we grieve.” 

Personal loss also shaped Barbara’s book.  She signed her publishing contract while her late husband, David, was 
gravely ill.  “He was delighted and said, ‘this is the book you were meant to write’, and I think he was right,” 
Barbara reflects.  After his death, finishing the book became cathartic.  “Some days, the tears flowed as I wrote, but 
that’s okay,” she says.  “Grief is messy, and writing was part of my healing too.” 

As well as dealing with pet loss, ‘Broken Heart, Shared Heart, Healing Heart’ explores grief, theology, history, and 
healing.   

Pets form a unique bond with their owners.  It also shares historical accounts of figures who deeply mourned their 
animals.  “Sigmund Freud didn’t have a dog until he was nearly 70, but once he did, he discovered the power of 
animal companionship,” Barbara says.  His dog became what we’d now call a therapy dog. 

“Florence Nightingale had a little owl she rescued in Greece.  When it died, some said she grieved more openly 
than she had for any human loss, and that tells us something.” 

Barbara shares her home with rescued animals, including her blind dog, Harry, who was rehomed after surgery to 
remove his eyes. Despite his disability, he has thrived, even serving as a story dog, helping children gain confidence 
in reading.   

And then there’s Leaf, who was rescued after being thrown off a balcony.  Now safe and 
loved, Leaf is a daily reminder of why Barbara’s work matters. 

“Animals teach us about love, loyalty, and living in the moment,” she reflects.  “They 
don’t dwell on yesterday’s worries or stress about tomorrow.  They simply love us as we 
are, and that’s a profound spiritual lesson.” 

Today, Barbara serves as a supply minister at Armadale Uniting Church. 

Her next book, about extinct animals, will be published in May.  She also volunteers at 
Story Dogs, a charity that that helps children gain confidence in reading.   

“Grief has no timeline,” she says.  “If you love deeply, you will grieve deeply, and that’s 
okay.  Grief is love with nowhere to go.” 

‘Broken Heart, Shared Heart, Healing Heart’ (Broadleaf Books, 2024) is available at Dymocks, The Avenue, Readings and online, including Amazon. 
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The National Reconciliation Week (NRW) 2025 theme, Bridging Now to Next, reflects the ongoing 
connection between past, present and future and urges us to look ahead and continue the push 
forward as past lessons guide us.  The song we will all be singing is the iconic Australian anthem Solid 
Rock written by Shane Howard.  Add your voices for reconciliation. 

How to be part of Voices for Reconciliation 
Register your choir or group to participate using the registration form. 

When you register your choir, you will be able to access arrangements and backing tracks. There are 

full and shortened arrangements of the song, as well as filming tips if you want to share your 

performance video with us.  Rehearse and work on your approach to the song – sing as much or as 

little of the song as you want.  Choose where you would like to perform your song. It could be at school 

lunchtime, at a party or event, in a park, at the local markets, in a hospital or care facility, or even in 

your own lounge room.  You can choose to video your choir or group singing and share via social 

media during National Reconciliation Week using the tags #NRW2025 #VoicesforReconciliation 

#SolidRock  Tag Reconciliation Australia: Instagram, Facebook, X/Twitter, LinkedIn  Download and 

share the Voices for Reconciliation poster! 

 ‘Solid Rock’ Goanna 2025 Song Anthem 
This song, Solid Rock released by Goanna in 1982 was a call to action to the broader Australian community to 

understand the truth of our history and the importance of land rights. It became a classic Australian anthem, as 

relevant today as it was on its release. 

 According to songwriter Shane Howard, the inspiration for the song came on a camping trip at Uluru in 1980, 

where he saw ‘an incredible injustice that needed to be dealt with … I had to reassess my whole relationship with 

the land and the landscape, and understand that we had come from somewhere else, and we had disempowered a 

whole race of people when we arrived.’ 

 The song’s legacy has endured over the decades as it continues to speak to new generations of listeners and 

performers. It’s been covered by Street Warriors, Darlow, Troy Cassar-Daley, Jessica Mauboy, Joan Baez, Wildheart, 

Loren Kate and many others.  

A 40th anniversary version recorded by Goanna, Moss, Tasman Keith and William Barton was released in 2023. 

 We can’t wait to hear your Solid Rock contribution to National Reconciliation Week 2025. 

 

Check out some of the choirs from 2024 link.  **** This is fantastic share it with your congregations this month. 

 

Think about this for your church choir in 2026... 

https://www.reconciliation.org.au/our-work/national-reconciliation-week/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-JmPoM0piHE&list=PLgcd36PB7wC306qB7yPTlNYDzJhJxV-3T&index=1
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27th May— 

3rd June 

National Week of Reconciliation Link 

3rd June Mabo Day Link 

1st—8th June Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Resources 

5th June Ethical Ministry Refresher@ St. Albans, Melbourne 

Rego 

8th June Pentecost 

7 – 10 June  State Youth Games (Page 4) 

15th June Trinity Sunday 

15th—21st June Refugee Week 

19th June 

12:30pm 

Ethics of Drug Reform @ Wesley Place (Page 5) 

22nd June 

2:30 

Hymns of Creation @ 59 Burke rd, Malvern East (Page 5) 

July 12th JIM Convention: Christian Community & the Pursuit of  

Common Good Link  (Page 5) 

https://www.reconciliation.org.au/our-work/national-reconciliation-week/
https://www.indigenous.gov.au/stories/what-mabo-day
https://www.ncca.org.au/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity/
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1356141
https://events.humanitix.com/justice-and-international-mission-convention-2025
https://events.humanitix.com/understanding-the-uca-pmsxd2p4

