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Creativity is for Everyone
Reuv. Linley Liersch (PPW Mission Development Strategist & Education)

Sometimes it’s easy to overlook one of the most profound gifts we have from God: the gift of \
creativity. Creativity is a spiritual gift that God intends to permeate every facet of our ministries
and daily lives. Congregational leaders should seek out opportunities to nurture creativity on the
personal and institutional level for many reasons.

Let’s start with the idea that we are created in the imago Dei and that God is our Creator. God’s creative work
continues through us as we preach, teach, paint, play, write, build and plan to bring order, goodness and beauty to
life. As we struggle to understand what it means for Christian leaders to embrace the use of artificial intelligence
for ministry, for example, we don’t want to neglect the opportunity to lean into creativity. It reflects the mind of
God and thus makes us truly human.

In my last placement at Horsham & District, Pastor Susan Hobbs and Rev Tupe loelu and |, we led ‘Art for grief’s
Sake’ workshops that allowed space and time to reflect on their personal loss through music and art. For those
experiencing anger, splatter painting was very therapeutic. For those experiencing depression, watching water
paints puddle across the page in uncontrolled ways can speak to the soul. For those experiencing guilt, writing
their confession on rice paper and placing it in water and watching their anguish dissolve away is deeply moving.

On 3rd—6th October we are running ‘How Create Thou ART’ workshops across Melbourne, Riddle Creek, on-line
and Belmont - Geelong. We hope to bring together people who are passionate about imagination, creativity and
spirituality. Riddles Creek are offering ‘Stories as medicine’. Belmont UCA in Geelong are offering candle painting,
Labyrinths 3-ways, Bible art journalling, banner making and curating sacred space and more online too.

Rev. Dr. Prince Rivers from Duke University reflects: ‘Creativity is also at play when we consider the adaptive
challenges we all want to resolve. Whether we’re talking about affordable housing or reaching young adults,
creativity is essential. The way we have always done things in church was already proving to be less effective
before the COVID-19 pandemic. Today, it’s hard to escape the fact that many of the ministry strategies we once
relied upon are no longer impacting the people we need to reach. Solutions will involve more than tweaking a few
practices or resurrecting old programs that used to work. We need the Holy Spirit to inspire open minds to
discover creative solutions that meet the needs of the present day. ’

Rev. Dr. Rivers is suggesting that we also need creativity in our missional endeavours. | come alongside
congregation for mission studies and | am finding that “missional imagination’ is what is often missing in our
congregations. So | share stories about other congregations that are engaging in mission. In fact missional
activities that are growing in churches are often related to art and craft: Bellbrae UCA participates in the local
community Art Trail by opening up their space as an art gallery. Airport West UCA have two knitting groups that
knit for KOGO Australia providing scarfs, rugs and beanies for vulnerable people.

Great Thou ART
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Ultimately, creativity leads to growth. The more we encourage people to explore and use their gifts, the more we
will see people participate in the good and redemptive work God is doing in the world

On 25th October a Ministers Retreat Day with Mediation & Art. The focus of this retreat day will be to put aside
the concerns of ministry and renew our spirits, rediscovering the creative spirit within us and thus our
connectedness to the God of Creation. Don Saliers in his article in the Uniting Church Studies journal “Worship as
Christian Eschatologial Art” says “Creativity is the non-verbal language of authentic Christian worship and

mission. You can partake in painting from the inside out which is about being open to engaging our spirit with the
Holy Spirit in new ways. There will be sessions of meditation through the day led by Mrs Clare Boyd McCrae. Or
take a prayer walk on the beach. All ministry agents welcome to book in.

What might emerge if we challenged ourselves to reflect on the gift of creativity and how we nurture that gift in
congregational life? What problems could we solve? What barriers could we overcome? What changes could we
participate in? What future could we face?
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From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly see Newsletters — Presbytery of Port Philli

West (ucappw.org.au). Rev Linley Liersch Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au. Next edition

submissions 22nd October 2024 . Please click links or pictures for hyperlinks.
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Online Monday nights from 21 October to
25 November.

As before, we are seeking to run this on multiple levels to cater for several entry points and needs. So,
participants can:

e come and participate in the Zoom sessions OR
e come and participate in the Zoom sessions, and have access to the online learning environment OR

e come and participate in the Zoom sessions, and have access to the online learning environment, and
undertake assessment

Because of how it is structured and facilitated, this unit is suitable for those who are wanting to learn more about
worship leadership, those who want to dig deeper into worship leadership in the UCA, those training towards Lay
Preacher recognition or needing to meet Ministry of Pastor Competencies in Worship, or those needing
Continuing Education.

There are lots of opportunities for learning with various ways of input and discussion used.

Please share the links and information with your networks. Rego.
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The How We Gather Matters series of events are an exceptional opportunities for the whole of church

leadership, ministry teams and to engage in.

This is aimed at ministers, pastors, lay preachers, worship leaders and church leaders, Sunday school
teacher, youth leaders etc. It is the most significant intergenerational ministry resourcing opportunity
offered in Victoria by Intergen, with contributions from Darren Philip (UK, author of Being an
Intergenerational Church), Christina Embree (USA, from ReFocus) and Tammy Preston (Australia, focusing

on the practical outworkings of her recent doctoral work). It will be an incredibly valuable day of engaging
together for individuals and teams. Well worth the drive wherever you will be coming from! More

\ information & Registration: How We Gather Matters /
HOW WE GATHER \.-{3% ‘ ! '/

MATTERS

A day of inspiration

facilitated by © 26th Oct - Traralgon Z

Tammy Preston 29th Oct - Parky ZL é KZL
with special guests Christina Embree (USA) 30th Ot e ? Kﬁ
©®© 9AM-3:30PM

and Darren Philip (UK) 31st Oct - Bendigo

AN ECUMENICAL SERVICE

N Remembering Victims and Survivors of Family Violence
REGISTER NOW 4 ._; |NTERG EN ERATE "‘ 5.00pm, Thursday 28 November 2024

Auestroli + New Zealord Wesley Church Melbourne

ww.intergenerate.com.au
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Mesdel Heellth Mellers

REV. FI BOTTCHER (DEACON—SUNSHINE MENTAL HEALTH CHAPLAIN)

This year’s R U OK day encouraged people to ‘Ask R U OK? Any Day’. R U OK is a national suicide prevention
charity that encourages people to stay connected and have conversations that can help others through difficult
times.

This year, to coincide with the national campaign, | was
asked by Rev (Deacon) Gavin Blakemore to speak at Aitken
College. It was encouraging to hear the students reflect on
how to ask, listen, encourage action, and check-in with
those around them. Genuine care was being fostered in
ways | don’t remember experiencing in my school days!

| was left pondering how our faith informs us about the
kind of love we are asked to bring to these difficult
conversations. It drew me back to the often-quoted words
of Paul - deeply pastoral words that call us into
courageous love of self and neighbour.

RU@K? ANY DAY

Funded by the Victorian Equal Opportunity ‘
and Human Rights Commission

UNIVERSITY '

& | aDIVINITY

Bush Dance
.

Providing safety
and support for
LGBTQA people
of faith:
Improving
pastoral care

Gain insights and strategies with leading advocate Jac Tomlins.
Hosted by the University of Divinity and the Victorian Equal
Oppertunity and Human Rights Commission.

Save the date - we are FUNdraising

for the Olive Way ministry at BUC —
FRIDAYS
Invite your family, friends, neighbours, _s NOV
people you work with - the more the merrier i
FREE Workshop

for a fabulous night out!!

/‘. Venue: St Paschal Campus, University of Divinity
90 Albion Road, Box Hill VIC
Doors open at 7pm -

$25/$10 concession o

more details to come ...

Scan the QR code to register or go to:
https://vox.divinity.edu.au/event
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The first is the Opening Panel Discussion: Ecumenical Period of Reflection on Disability and the Bible, hosted by Rev

Dr Kylie Crabbe at the Australian Catholic University (and online) on Tuesday October 8" from 5.30pm — 7pm. The
panel includes scholars and those with lived experience of disability: Meredith Allan, Dr Louise Gosbell and Justin
Glyn, SJ. It promises to be a stimulating evening, where issues relating to biblical interpretation, theology. lived
experience and ministry/pastoral practice will intertwine. There will also be an opportunity to join a collegial group

for 3 sessions afterwards for those who wish to deepen their learning/reflection.

The second opportunity is the Uniting Studies seminar: Salvation, Discipleship and Evangelism, ONLINE OCTOBER

23“", 1.30- 5pm with papers by Sally Douglas, Sathianathan Clarke, Graham Hill and Karina Kreminski. The seminar
is in preparation for the June 2025 issue of Uniting Studies.

You can find details of these scholars' papers through the link. They will be in conversation with each other on the

day as well.
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CANDLE PAINTING

ME/HIM

BELMONT UNITING

42 Thomson Street, Geelong
Saturday 10:00am - 12:00pm

$5.00

This workshop will teach you how

to decorate candles. Glen will help

participants learn a range of

techniques to decorate a Paschal

Candle, Christ candle, and candles

'

events - Glen will also
demonstrate a technique for
applying gold leaf.

Th

This is a hands-on

workshop, with
time to
complete

your ¢candle

to take L]

home

Click the
registration
link to find
out what
items you
will need to

bring along

for baptisms and other significant

*JDShop

Where we come from

At Uniting we work to inspire people,
enliven communities, and confront
injustice.

Uniting Op Shops are primarily a social
enterprise but are more than a shop front.
They are living homes of the circular
economy, access to affordable goods, and
modern troves filled with treasure. They are
enlivened communities making the world a
better place through daily action, creativity,
and connection.

Uniting, through its founding agency
‘Wesley Central Mission, opened its first
charity shop in Lonsdale Street (Melbourne)
in 1933, By 1939 "Goodwill Industries’ had
six shops, eight trucks, a warehouse, and
150 employees however this all ended with
World War II.

0@ © @UnitingOpShops

unitingvictas.org.au/op-shops

Volunteer

Uniting Op Shops have primarily been
established by working with Uniting Church
congregations, and our oldest continuing
shops are Albert Park which opened in 1964
and Glenroy which opened in 1973.

The name "0p Shop’ was
coined in 1925 by
Melbourne show girl,
Lady Millie Tallis (friend of |
Charlie Chaplin}. Millie
wanted to give charity
stores or thrift shops a
more dignified name, so
she coined the term
‘opportunity shop'. The
idea came from the
streets of Paris, where bargain shops were
known as magasins d'occasion, which can
be translated to stores of opportunity.
Uniting proudly use the term Op Shop
understanding this history.

Our current locations

= Albert Park » Melton

» Ballarat # North Hobart

» Bendigo # Point Lonsdale
*  Brunswick » Port Melbourne
= California Gully # Prahran

= Daylesford #» Preston

+ Delacombe *  Sale

* Fitzroy * Wendouree

+  Geelong West » Werribee

* Glenroy +  Yarraville

» Grovedale ecoksae

« Highton + 48 donation bins
« Kailor Park throughout the

inner east
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FUNDS TO ASSIST YOUR CONGREGATION REDUCE EMISSIONS

PPW Climate Action Task group

Members of the 16th National Assembly meeting in May 2022 resolved to call:

... on all Councils of the Church, agencies and schools who have not already done so to join with the
Assembly in committing to net zero emissions by 2040 at the latest so that together we can become a zero
emissions Church.

The Synod will aim to reach zero emissions in its Scope 1 and 2 emissions by 2040 at the latest.

In response, the November 2023 Synod meeting resolved to establish a Synod Emissions Reduction Fund
(SERF) “to be accessible to congregations and presbyteries for any spending that will reduce emissions in
their operations and activities.” $100 000 has been set aside.

So, churches are invited to make an application to this fund, in order to assist congregations work towards
reaching zero emissions. Please note that Round 1 of applications will close 5 pm October 31% 2024.

Application forms are available by calling any of the names below. All are members of the SERF Admin

Team
Heather Baxter 0487 429 748
Tom Spurling 0409 461390
Sue Strong 0437 741077
Climate change FUNDING

The Foundation for Rural Regional ) <
Renewal is making $625,000 available to
various organisations for initiatives that

address climate change at a local level.

FRRR

Foundation for Rural
Regional Renewal

GETTING OFF GAS AND SUCCESSFULLY APPLYING FOR GRANTS

A workshop run by the presbytery climate action task group Saturday October 19" 10 am to 12 noon, in
Geelong, at Wesley UC, 100 Yarra Street, but attendance can also be catered for online.

Come along to meet an energy auditor who offers a free service in the wider Geelong area* and hear from Richard
Allen, who has undertaken many applications for funding over the years with great success, which has benefitted
his community. Richard is keen to share his knowledge, so come along for this worthwhile Saturday morning
activity. Register for this workshop with Richard on his email, richard_d_allen@optusnet.com.au, or call him on

0402 108 981. *Please note, this energy auditor is only free for NFPs within Municipalities of Greater Geelong, Surf
Coast, Queenscliff, and Golden Plains.
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JIM convention

‘Food and Social Justice’ is the theme of

the Justice and International Mission
Cluster’s 2024 convention, which will be
held at the Centre for Theology and Min-
istry on October 5.

REGISTER TO ATTEND

Give us this day our daily bread - Food and Social Justice \
Justice and International Mission Convention 2024

Food is an integral part of our life in our Christian Communities.
There are many social justice dimensions to what we eat. These
include: Making sure everyone has enough healthy food to eat;
Impacts on climate change, with emissions related to food mak-
ing up a third of global greenhouse gas emissions; Multinational
food corporations that put their profits ahead of people’s health;
Fair employment conditions for those that produce our food;
and, Not stigmatising people for their weight when ultra-

processed foods are designed to be addictive. /

LGBTQA pastoral care

The University of Divinity and Victorian
Equal Opportunity and Human Rights
Commission will host free workshops on

September 13 and November 8 on
improving pastoral care for LGBTQA peo-
ple of faith.

REGISTER FOR WORKSHOP

Housing issue PETITION

As homelessness continues to be a ma-
jor national issue, Uniting VicTas is urg-
ing Uniting Church members to add their
voice to a petition to the Federal Govern-
ment seeking to address the problem.

SIGN THE PETITION
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5th October

4th—6th October

8th October
5:30—7 pm
Oct 11th —13th

13th October

13—19th October

19th October
10- 12 noon
19th October
7pm

21st October

7pm

23rd October
1:30—5pm

25th October
9:30—4pm

29th October @ Parkville
30th October @ Geelong
31st October @ Bendigo
8th November
9:30—1pm

23rd Nov
5—5pm

cvrendy

Give us this day our daily bread JIM convention (CTM) bookings.

How Great Thou ART is art and craft event to be planned across several lo-

cations. Belmont UCA @ Geelong

Disability and the Bible @ Australian Catholic University

Retreat - Standing on the threshold: Finding God in Times of Change
@ Amberley Retreat Centre $50- Bookings

Reconciliation, Where are you now? Marking a year since the referendum
@ Wesley Centre

Anti-Poverty Week Uniting Resources and Worship Resources

GETTING OFF GAS & APPLYING FOR GRANTS
@ Wesley UCA 100 Yarra Street, Geelong Richard Allen on email

Bush Dance @ Brunswick UCA FUNdraiser for Olive Way Ministry

Exploring Worship In the UCA—Lay preacher & worship leader training

Uniting Studies Seminar: Salvation. Discipleship, Evangelism @ online

Minister’s Retreat Day—Meditation & Art @ Altona Trinity UCA 7 Seves St,
Altona VIC 3018.

Intergenerate Conference: How we gather Matters

Providing safety and support for LGBTIQA+ People of faith: Improving Pas-
toral Care Bookings

Contemplative Prayer Service @ Northcote UCA
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