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Seasons of Creation 
Rev. Susan Malthouse (Minister: Corangamite Otway Cluster—Colac, Beeac & Cressy) 

…and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of 

the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”  NRSVUE 

 

…God blessed them and said, “Bear fruit, increase your numbers, and fill the earth – and be responsible for it! 

Watch over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things on the earth!” The Inclusive Bible 

 

If there was ever a time to acknowledge and celebrate the work of biblical translators and crafters, here it is!  But 

that cannot undo the millenia of damage that reading the bible, and interpreting it to suit ourselves, has done.  The 

centuries of powerful men claiming the right to subdue and dominate the rest of creation may leave many modern 

humans wanting to cry, the point in 2024 is surely that we take responsibility for it, and strive to do our best to 

watch over the current state of things, and repair some of the damage our forebears have done. 

 

This is the space the Seasons of Creation speaks into for our church, and for the world. 

 

Many congregations set aside September to celebrate 

the season of creation, but really we should be 

embodying it 24/7;365 days: (Infinity). If read 

appropriately, as exampled from the Inclusive Bible, 

taking responsibility for the CARE of creation has been 

a directive from God for an awfully long time now, and 

probably should feel as much like a relatively modern 

phenomenon as many seem to think. 

 

While it might be fun to ponder what state the world 

would be in if people had started to read Genesis with 

the eyes of responsibility, rather than submission, a 

few centuries earlier, but it achieves little.   
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From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly see Newsletters – Presbytery of Port Phillip 

West (ucappw.org.au).  Rev Linley Liersch  Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.  Next edition 

submissions 30th July 2024 .  Please click links or pictures for hyperlinks.   

Seasons of Creation   
Rev. Susan Malthouse (Minister: Corangamite Otway Cluster—Colac, Beeac & Cressy) 

What we can embrace is the now and the future! 

 

How are you, and how is your congregation, embodying the responsibility you have for creation – not just in this 

Season of Creation, but all year round?  Maybe you’re diligent in your recycling; maybe have solar panels on the 

roof; do you think about the detergents and cleaning products you use? 

 

What more can we do to take responsibility for God’s creation?  Will you write to your local politicians and tell 

them what being responsible for creation means to you as a person of faith? Will you stand overlooking the Twelve 

Apostles and bemoan the gas drilling being done within a few kilometres? 

Maybe you can research and learn just one new way you can make a difference? Consider joining ARRCC? Could 

your congregation aim to get a Five Leaf Eco Award?  Perhaps a group study on Eco-Theology? 

 

With just a simple reframing of one verse of scripture, we are compelled to take responsibility, and rewrite the 

future.  Let’s make sure we ‘watch over’ creation, and celebrate the glimpses of God we receive through it. 

https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
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The How We Gather Matters series of events are an 

exceptional opportunities for the whole of church 

leadership, ministry teams and to engage in.  

This is aimed at ministers, pastors, lay preachers, 

worship leaders and church leaders, Sunday school 

teacher, youth leaders etc. It is the most significant 

intergenerational ministry resourcing opportunity 

offered in Victoria by Intergen, with contributions from 

Darren Philip (UK, author of Being an Intergenerational 

Church), Christina Embree (USA, from ReFocus) and 

Tammy Preston (Australia, focusing on the practical 

outworkings of her recent doctoral work). It will be an 

incredibly valuable day of engaging together for 

individuals and teams. Well worth the drive wherever 

you will be coming from!More information & 

Registration: How We Gather Matters  

Oct 29 Parkville 

Oct 30 Geelong 

Oct 31 Bendigo   

LAY PREACHING &  

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Exploring Worship in the UCA  

Online Monday nights from 21 October to  
25 November. 

As before, we are seeking to run this on multiple 
levels to cater for several entry points and needs. 
So, participants can: 

• come and participate in the Zoom sessions OR 

• come and participate in the Zoom sessions, 
and have access to the online learning 
environment OR 

come and participate in the Zoom sessions, 
and have access to the online learning 
environment, and undertake assessment 

Because of how it is structured and facilitated, this 
unit is suitable for those who are wanting to learn 
more about worship leadership, those who want 
to dig deeper into worship leadership in the UCA, 
those training towards Lay Preacher recognition or 
needing to meet Ministry of Pastor Competencies 
in Worship, or those needing Continuing 
Education. 

There are lots of opportunities for learning with 
various ways of input and discussion used.  

Please share the links and information with your 

networks.  Rego. 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=8354bef073&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!eSSu2HcasUF84FdZHCeq8eiOD_IX1dquoyf9kwvxY_f9Rov-rN3qRER2DjlYMVchLwDofYriXBbJeA3sorMBd1565J4DXORFf6Jm$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=8354bef073&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!eSSu2HcasUF84FdZHCeq8eiOD_IX1dquoyf9kwvxY_f9Rov-rN3qRER2DjlYMVchLwDofYriXBbJeA3sorMBd1565J4DXORFf6Jm$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=be0a1c7225&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!eSSu2HcasUF84FdZHCeq8eiOD_IX1dquoyf9kwvxY_f9Rov-rN3qRER2DjlYMVchLwDofYriXBbJeA3sorMBd1565J4DXASrjgDh$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=f9ba9d26cd&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!eSSu2HcasUF84FdZHCeq8eiOD_IX1dquoyf9kwvxY_f9Rov-rN3qRER2DjlYMVchLwDofYriXBbJeA3sorMBd1565J4DXJd0sNTr$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=8fe81c7e3c&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!eSSu2HcasUF84FdZHCeq8eiOD_IX1dquoyf9kwvxY_f9Rov-rN3qRER2DjlYMVchLwDofYriXBbJeA3sorMBd1565J4DXL3_E5I1$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=ddd20e0af1&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!eSSu2HcasUF84FdZHCeq8eiOD_IX1dquoyf9kwvxY_f9Rov-rN3qRER2DjlYMVchLwDofYriXBbJeA3sorMBd1565J4DXGEZiiSI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=7b1fe357b5&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!eSSu2HcasUF84FdZHCeq8eiOD_IX1dquoyf9kwvxY_f9Rov-rN3qRER2DjlYMVchLwDofYriXBbJeA3sorMBd1565J4DXHoK-ujD$
https://events.humanitix.com/exploring-worship-in-the-uca
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“Everything turned out fine!” exclaimed the woman at the counter, 
“I was so stupid to worry so much!” She had just finished telling me 
a story about organising a stressful family gathering and was 
judging herself harshly.  

After acknowledging how hard it must have been for her, I asked 
her whether everything turned out OK because she had worried so 
much. It sounded like she had to be very sensitive to potential 
conflict, and without her care and loving concern things might have 
turned out very differently. 

After a moment’s silence she said, “Oh, I hadn’t thought of it like 
that”.  

We really are our own harshest judge! People often tell me that 
they stress too much or that they shouldn’t worry, while also telling 
me about very complex and difficult situations they’re dealing with.  

“If a friend told you everything you just told me, what would you say to them?”  
I often ask. “Would you tell them that they’re worrying too much?” 

I wonder what it would be like for you to listen to yourself the way you listen to a friend.  
To let yourself be held in God’s loving gaze the same way that you would hold them.  
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https://psychcentral.com/lib/the-health-benefits-of-journaling
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Sand Talk by Tyson Yunkaporta  

Book Review: Rev. Karen Eller 
Sand Talk: How Indigenous Thinking Can Save the World 
Tyson Yunkaporta (Text Publishing, Melbourne, 2019) 
 
Winner:  
Small Publisher’s Adult Book of the Year, Australian Book Industry 
Awards  
The Ansari Institute’s Randa and Sherif Nasr Book Prize on Religion & 
the World, United States 
 
Have you ever read a book that becomes the catalyst for a change of 
thinking about the world we live in and it’s social, political, justice and 
educational structures? Sand Talk is such a book! The author, Tyson 
Yunkaporta identifies himself as a Wik Mungan speaker from the 
Apalech clan of West Cape York along with being a speaker of several 
other related language groups. His writing makes a heartfelt effort to 
help us late arrivals glean some insights into indigenous thinking, and 
thus, he hopes, equip us to orient our lives for the healing of the land 
and our communities.  
 
Yunkaporta invites his readers to pay deep attention to not just the substance of things, but the patterns of 
connection which sustain life. Throughout the book we are reminded of the centrality of the Law of the Land.  
Of key significance to the author is the ancient wisdom that no-one is more important than any other. He cites the 
narrative of the Tower of Babel as an ancient warning about the perils of living in cities, or more pointedly, the peril 
of societies which permit the subjugation of people (They never last). Delusions of exceptionalism receive a good 
wallop from the killing stick. 
 
Rather than despair that we are already doomed by our western linear thinking, Yunkaporta offers a hopeful and 
generous invitation toward some indigenous thinking and ways of being more connected to the heart of life in 
relationship with Spirit, land, waters, skies, rocks, birds, animals, plants, and with each other. It is the most 
encouraging and insightful book I have read in some time! I recommend it for individuals and for church groups. It 
will be helpful reading beyond the church and I recommend it to sustainability groups, landcare groups and leaders 
at all levels of government and business.  

https://everybodyshome.com.au/take-action/petition/
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Have you heard about churches that seem to know what to do about 

reducing their emissions?  

What are their secrets? 

Well, we are wanting to share two of these secrets. Come along to a 

workshop that will outline how your church can get a free energy audit that will help you make some progress in 

reducing your emissions. 

As well, learn about some of the tricks of the trade as to how to be successful in gaining grants to help pay for 

changes you wish to make. At our workshop you will learn from someone who has a very good track record for 

being successful. 

GETTING OFF GAS AND SUCCESSFULLY APPLYING FOR GRANTS 

A workshop run by the presbytery climate action task group 

Saturday October 19th 10 am to 12 noon, in Geelong,  

at Wesley UC, 100 Yarra Street, but attendance can also be catered for online. 

Come along to meet an energy auditor who offers a free service in the wider Geelong area* and hear from Richard 

Allen, who has undertaken many applications for funding over the years with great success, which has benefitted 

his community. Richard is keen to share his knowledge, so come along for this worthwhile Saturday morning 

activity. 

Register for this workshop with 

Richard on his email, 

richard_d_allen@optusnet.com.au, 

or call him on 0402 108 981.  

*Please note, this energy auditor is 

only free for NFPs within 

Municipalities of Greater Geelong, 

Surf Coast, Queenscliff, and Golden 

Plains. 

Psst! We have secrets to share! 
PPW Climate Action Task group 

From the 14th to the 24th of September people of all faiths around 
Australia will publicly call for a clear plan to get us out of this climate 
crisis and move boldly and rapidly away from coal and gas and towards a 
sustainable future.  

 
There will be media events 
on Tuesday September 17 at 
major iconic places of worship, including a worship service at St Pauls, 
Melbourne, at 10 am.  Many of our churches are unfurling banners for 
this week. What can your church do to support this?   
Take a look Week of Action - ARRCC 

mailto:richard_d_allen@optusnet.com.au
https://www.arrcc.org.au/weekofaction
https://frrr.org.au/blog/2024/08/01/clcs-r2-open/
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https://www.facebook.com/events/1937674656686325/?rdid=YraHzZtG8G1ZuPSS&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2FVDAKbigb4uj1uo2n%2F
https://victas.uca.org.au/event/accessible-worship/
https://events.humanitix.com/rejecting-eurocentric-christianity-embracing-hopelessness
https://victas.uca.org.au/annual-survey/
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1st Sept—4th Oct Season of Creation Resources 

1st September 

11pm AEST 

Prayer Service for Creation Day on YouTube 

9th & 10th September 

6 - 8pm 

Accessible Worship: Disability inclusion in Worship Seminar (online) 

9th September 

7:30pm 

Rev Dr Garry Worete Deverell “Doing Theology in an Aboriginal Frame." 

Facebook post here. CTM Café, 29 College Cres, Parkville & online via 

Sonderverse.   

10th September Season of Creation— Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty Webinar 

12th September 

6:30—8:30pm 

Northey Lecture: Rejecting Eurocentric Christianity: Embracing Hopeless-

ness Speaker: Dr Miguel de la Torre @ Pilgrim Theological College & 

online. Book here.   

12th—13th September UCA SoulCare Pastoral Care Conference  

@ Wesley Conference Centre, Sydney & on-line. 

15th September 

1-5pm 

Accessible Worship: Disability inclusion in Worship Seminar (online) 

14th—24th September MULTIFAITH Week of Climate Action 

20-22 Sept  Feast of Faith CALD young leaders Retreat @ Merricks 

5th October Give us this day our daily bread JIM convention (CTM) bookings. 

4th—6th October How Great Thou Art is art and craft event to be planned across several loca-

tions.   

Belmont UCA @ Geelong 

9th Accessible Worship: Disability inclusion in Worship Seminar 9th Sept 1pm 

(hybrid /online) 

10th October 

10 - 12 noon 

GETTING OFF GAS & APPLYING FOR GRANTS  

@ Wesley UCA   100 Yarra Street, Geelong 

21st October 

7pm 

Exploring Worship In the UCA—Lay preacher & worship leader training 

29th October @ Parkville 

30th October @ Geelong 

31st October @ Bendigo 

Intergenerate Conference: How we gather Matters 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12M3weSD4D2mvjCiI3Mxen3JQZ5Rrazz3/view?pli=1
https://www.youtube.com/live/3MUb-DT4x_Y
https://victas.uca.org.au/event/accessible-worship/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=df3e17a4af&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!eSSu2HcasUF84FdZHCeq8eiOD_IX1dquoyf9kwvxY_f9Rov-rN3qRER2DjlYMVchLwDofYriXBbJeA3sorMBd1565J4DXNaSBYxy$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=99dc731555&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!eSSu2HcasUF84FdZHCeq8eiOD_IX1dquoyf9kwvxY_f9Rov-rN3qRER2DjlYMVchLwDofYriXBbJeA3sorMBd1565J4DXPB8umD3$
https://www.youtube.com/live/qxO_JLjrTFQ
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=bf05e3a4bb&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!eSSu2HcasUF84FdZHCeq8eiOD_IX1dquoyf9kwvxY_f9Rov-rN3qRER2DjlYMVchLwDofYriXBbJeA3sorMBd1565J4DXLkihmCL$
https://victas.uca.org.au/event/soul-care-2024/
https://victas.uca.org.au/event/soul-care-2024/
https://victas.uca.org.au/event/accessible-worship/
https://www.arrcc.org.au/weekofaction
https://victas.uca.org.au/event/justice-and-international-mission-convention-2024/
https://victas.uca.org.au/event/accessible-worship/
mailto:richard_d_allen@optusnet.com.au
https://www.intergenerate.com.au/events

