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UCA Assembly President Rev. Charissa Suli 

The Uniting Church in Australia has installed its 17th President, Rev Charissa Suli, in a joyous, 
spirit-filled celebration at a packed St Stephen’s Uniting Church on Gadigal land in Sydney. 
 
The historic appointment of Rev Suli as the youngest and first person of colour to lead the 
church nationally was joyfully celebrated by hundreds of people from around the country 
who filled the Church, while many more watched the streamed service live.  It was a vibrant, 
poignant and memorable service filled with symbol, prayer and joy-filled song. 
 
The harmonised sounds of the Tongan National Conference choir rang through Church and 
the worship band led the congregation in praise, with people invited to sing in their own 
language, a celebration of the cultural diversity of the church and the appointment of Rev Suli 
as the UCA’s first President of Pacifica heritage and Tongan descent. 

In the installation prayer, Charissa knelt and was prayed over by retiring President, 
Rev Sharon Hollis, the General Secretary (Interim) Rev Lindsay Cullen, the Chair of the 
Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC) Rev Mark Kickett and the 
President’s Chaplains, Rev Kath Merrifield, Jordan Sumner and Rev Seungjae Yeon, 
and Rev Phil Newton and Rev Dr Jason Kioa, representing the Presbytery of Sydney 
which will have pastoral charge of Charissa during her Presidency. 

The new President was greeted by dignitaries and representatives including a 
number of past Presidents of the Uniting Church, who were present, Dr Jill Tabart, 
Rev John Mavor, Rev Dr Dean Drayton, Rev Alistair Macrae and Dr Deidre Palmer. 

In her proclamation of the word, Rev Suli reflected on her 17th Assembly theme, Threads of love, Weaving Christ’s 
love across cultures and boundaries. Shaped by her vision for the Uniting Church, Rev Suli said the theme was a 
reminder to herself and the church that whatever we do in word and deed is rooted in the deep love of God found 
in Christ.  The theme draws upon the honoured Tongan tradition of weaving the fala (mat), Paul's Letter to the 
Colossians (3:14) and the Samaritan woman’s encounter with Jesus in John’s Gospel.  Charissa said although the 
Samaritan woman was invisible to others around her, Jesus sees her and crosses cultures and boundaries, cutting 
the threads of prejudice and division, to make a simple connection.  “Whatever her past, real or imagined in the 
eyes of others around her, Jesus looks at her and reflects what he sees in her. And he sees her human dignity and 
informs her that she is loved.  “Jesus sees us with the same eyes, friends!” 
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From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly see Newsletters – Presbytery of Port Phillip 

West (ucappw.org.au).  Rev Linley Liersch  Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.  Next edition 

submissions 30th July 2024 .  Please click links or pictures for hyperlinks.   

UCA Assembly President Rev. Charisa Suli [Cont.] 

“So often in our society Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People are frequently whitewashed in the media. Our 
LGBTIQA+ people are stigmatised as harmful and scandalous. Women are frequently invisible. I often hear that 
CALD communities are told they are the problem in the church. People with disabilities or carers of people with 
disabilities are made to feel inhumane.  In this story, Jesus has a different perspective on people who are often 
marginalised by the dominant culture.  They are visible in Jesus. Jesus sees you even with all our flaws and 
faults!  He doesn’t chastise you, and every time we take a step back from Jesus, he comes back and offers life giving 
water.” 

We too are called to cross cultures and boundaries and weave threads of love and unity, said the President.  “When 
we do this work collectively, we become a Christian community that guides people to the life-giving water, helping 
them discover and declare that Jesus is the Messiah, the Saviour of the world,” said Rev Suli. 

Present at the installation alongside 17th Assembly members, were members of Charissa’s family and community 
from across the country and the Pacific, 
representatives of overseas church partners, 
ecumenical and interfaith leaders.  Each of 
Charissa’s family members played a role in the 
service. Charissa’s mother and her son, Liekina 
Vaka Kamisese and Azariah Inoke Suli, lit the 
candle for the opening of the service. Her 
daughters, Susitina, Latu and Liekina were 
involved in singing, and her husband Langi did one 
of the Bible readings. 

Park Church Congregation Choir travelled from Queensland to sing the Anthem, 
‘Zadok the Priest’. A number of Uniting Church and ecumenical leaders read the 
Prayers of the People prepared by Rev James Bhagwan, General Secretary of the 
Pacific Conference of Churches 

The gathered community left with hearts filled and eyes raised to God’s goodness, 
inspired by President’s message that despite the challenges we face, we are called 
to embody Christ’s hope and renewal.   
 

“You have a story to tell!  No matter where you come 
from. You have Good News to share so I urge you to go 
out into the world and weave Christ’s love like you’ve 
never woven before and testify to the love that you’ve 
found in Jesus Christ.  It is my prayer that God will 
always be part of your lalanga (your weaving) and your 
talanoa  (your conversation) in the name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, Amen.” 

 

https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
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A day conference on Friday 9th August (9.30am-4pm) 

Venue: 130 Lonsdale St, Wesley Place (Uniting Church Synod) 

Keynote presentation by Victoria Turner, and other presentations on the 

broad theme, Migration-in-Ecumenism. Cost $20 (includes morning & 

afternoon tea, and a light lunch. Information, registration and payment only on 

the Humantix event page.  

 

2. A day event on Saturday 10th August (10am-12 noon) 

Victoria Turner's presentation followed by discussion will now be on Zoom 

(and free). Information and registration only on the Humanitix event page.  

 

3. A dinner on Saturday 10th August, to celebrate 75 years of VCC, with 

keynote presentation by Victoria Turner. Information, Registration and 

payment only on the Humanitix event page. The cost of $50* is subsidised by 

VCC (a drinks package is extra). Please register asap if you are interested in coming to the dinner. Numbers need to 

be finalised by the END OF THIS WEEK.  

*Cost for the meal is subsidised by VCC.  

Victorian Council of Churches - 75 Years 

AUGUST 6, 

13, 20th 

Safe Church Training  

St Albans Uniting Church on Sunday, August 4 at 12:30pm—2.30pm. 
St Albans Uniting Church is located on the corner of Elaine St and East Esplanade, St Albans. 

Participants can share food and tea or coffee before the training. Please either bring your own lunch or something 
to share. Participants may also just come for a 12:30 start. We would appreciate knowing the number of partici-
pants. Please let Bruce Missen know by email at bruce.missen@ppw.victas.org.au. 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=4813659cf8&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!aDErkW9rDVxFoV2-o_3cBw3vTxbBFJQhe122lYEmT9LGKe_Hswc5p8dH9qHUSy693wxPf7s7LsbxhfZwv3OC_wKBniN3fwaoQFyA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=79382e03e0&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!aDErkW9rDVxFoV2-o_3cBw3vTxbBFJQhe122lYEmT9LGKe_Hswc5p8dH9qHUSy693wxPf7s7LsbxhfZwv3OC_wKBniN3f6JcgUt9$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=1278f12722&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!aDErkW9rDVxFoV2-o_3cBw3vTxbBFJQhe122lYEmT9LGKe_Hswc5p8dH9qHUSy693wxPf7s7LsbxhfZwv3OC_wKBniN3f705_ASA$
https://www.ncca.org.au/ncca-newsletter/april-2024-2/item/3329-first-nations-2024042
https://www.nswact.uca.org.au/calendar/fundamentals-of-transitional-ministry-leader-may/
mailto:bruce.missen@ppw.victas.org.au
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Expressive writing through journaling can be a powerful way to process stress, trauma, and different emotions. 
Whether you’re living with a mental health condition, adjusting to a major life change, or managing everyday 
stress, self-care techniques can help. One particular tool that you may want to consider is journaling.   

People use journaling in different ways and for various reasons.  For some people, it can be a way to record 
specific aspects of everyday life. For others, it’s a more spontaneous exercise and a way to process experiences 
through creative writing.   

It’s common for children and teens to keep journals, but the habit can fall by the wayside as people get older. No 
matter your age, journaling is a powerful, evidence-based strategy that you may find helpful for managing mental 
health conditions and stress.   

Journaling is an example of an expressive coping method, which is a technique that helps a person process 
negative thoughts, feelings, or experiences by releasing them. By putting these things on the page, they can have 
less power over you.  One of the best things about journaling is that it’s accessible. You don’t need to run out and 
buy a special journal to get started — although if you find it motivational, you can. All you need is some paper, a 
pen, and a little time.   

If you’re not sure how to get started, 
consider using one of the 
following prompts:  
What are you grateful for today?   
What challenges are you dealing with in 
your life right now?   
What are your goals for the next week?  
What was the best and worst day of your 
life?   
What would you do tomorrow if you had no 
obligations or restraints? 

Or Start your own Faith Journal.  Tell God how you are feeling.  Tell God the things you are 

grateful for.  Scrapbook meaningful prayers from church newsletters, write out your favourite 

Christian song words, include poems, photocopy and paste in thoughts from Christian books, tear 

out Crosslight articles, add meaningful bible readings and include your personal photos.   

Begin a Prayer Journal: Slowly copy out the word of your favourite prayer from worship and pray 

it as you go.  Write prayers for your friends and family, including prayers for things that will 

transform their lives... prayers for healing... release from anguish... better medical advice.  There 

are something powerful about specific prayers for transformation, you may even see the changes.  

Create an Art Journal:  It could include calligraphy, poetry, photographs of worship banners or 

stain glass windows, write icons, stamps, paintings, prints, dyes and Inks, clip art, images from on-

line, photos of knitting or crochet or quilts, paste in fabrics or use multimedia techniques. 

Create a collection of things that feed your soul.  Rev. Linley Liersch 

https://psychcentral.com/lib/the-health-benefits-of-journaling
https://psychcentral.com/depression/letting-go-of-negative-thoughts
https://psychcentral.com/blog/ready-set-journal-64-journaling-prompts-for-self-discovery
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 From the 14th to the 24th of September people of all faiths 
around Australia will publicly call for a clear plan to get us out of 
this climate crisis and move boldly and rapidly away from coal and 
gas and towards a sustainable future.  

 
There will be media events 
on Tuesday September 17 at 
major iconic places of worship, including a worship service at St 
Pauls, Melbourne, at 10 am.  Many of our churches are unfurling 
banners for this week. What can your church do to support this?   
Take a look Week of Action - ARRCC 

CLIMATE CHAMPIONS WORKSHOP AND AFTERNOON TEA 
Sue Strong, Richard Arnold, Kate Scull, Richard Allen (PPW Climate Action Group) 

Dear Friend, 

The Port Phillip West Presbytery Climate Action Group warmly 

invites you to a workshop with afternoon tea. There will be many 

things to share including planning for the week-long International 

Campaign of Faith Groups in September, organised by Faiths 4 

Climate Justice.  

 

Please invite any interested people from UCA congregations, 

agencies and school in the East and North of the Presbytery. 

 

SATURDAY 31 AUGUST, 2pm to 4pm. 

BRUNSWICK UNITING CHURCH (212 Sydney Road 

Brunswick) 

Please RSVP to Richard at email richarn50@gmail.com 

or mobile 0407796429, ASAP so we can cater and plan 

accordingly! Please indicate any dietary needs.  

We look forward to spending time with you developing 

meaningful actions in solidarity with many peoples of faith 

across the world.   

 

https://www.arrcc.org.au/weekofaction
mailto:richarn50@gmail.com
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For over a year, Ros Harris (Chair of Church Council at Pilgrim Uniting Yarraville—LHS 

Picture) and Gwyneth Missen (Chair of Church Council at St John’s Uniting Essendon—RHS 

Picture) have been catching up every four to six weeks for a chat and hot chocolate. This 

has been a deeply rewarding experience for them both. 

When did you first decide to meet up? 

We first met at a Conflict Resolution Workshop in April 2022. Just over a year later in July 

2023 we met again at an Inclusion Workshop. We agreed it would be good to catch up to 

share ideas and offer mutual support in our role as Church Council Chairpersons. 

What made you continue after that first catch up? 

We quickly realised how helpful it is to share information and insights with someone in a similar role.  For example, 

we exchange information: Have you received the Congregational Life survey yet? Who looks after your CCLI license? 

We talk about processes: How do you organise your pastoral teams? We use each other as a sounding board for 

new ideas: Have you ever tried to …?  

We talk about our faith and our families.  

Importantly, we offer each other emotional support. Both of our congregations have experienced significant grief in 

recent times, and it is invaluable to offer each other mutual support. Being open to each other has helped us move 

from being colleagues to being friends. 

What do you value in each other? 

Gwyneth: I have great respect for Ros. She has come back to the church after a period away and has a very deep 

faith. She is enthusiastic and encouraging. Despite (or perhaps because of) having a lot going on in her personal and 

family life she is able to be present for others. 

Ros: I really value Gwyneth’s assured presence and her positive approach. I am a little in awe of her ability to 

identify where processes and responsibilities can be shared, or more effective teams/systems set up! I also value 

her willingness to be vulnerable and her readiness to talk about the challenges of being Chairperson. 

What encouragement would you offer other Chairpersons? 

We would wholeheartedly encourage you to find a buddy 

within a neighbouring congregation. This might be someone 

you’ve met at a conference or at a workshop. It might be 

someone you warmed to during a regional gathering online. 

We can’t promise that friendship will follow. But we are 

confident you will learn new and sometimes better ways of 

doing things. You will be encouraged in your leadership. And 

you will feel supported in your role. 
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For Teenagers in the next school holidays... 
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4th August National Aboriginal & Torres straight Islander Children’s Day Resources (p.8) 

4th August 

12:30pm 

Safe Church Training@ St.Alban’s UCA Crn. Elaine St & East Esplanade. (p.3) 
Contact: Bruce Missen bruce.missen@ppw.victas.org.au. 

5th—11th August National Homelessness week Worship resources 

6th, 13th, 20th 

10-4pm 

Fundamentals in Transitional Ministry—Leader Training @ online (p.3) 

9 & 10th Victorian Council of Churches - 75 years (p.3) 

11th Augst Christian Unity & Christian  Worship @ Balwyn UCA 17—21 Duncan St. (p.8) 

Em. Prof. Rev. Robert Gribben 

13th August Kids, Families & Church Training Day 

29th August State Funeral for Rev. Dr. Gondarra OAM in Darwin 

31st August  

2—4pm 

Climate Champions Worksop and Afternoon Tea  @ Brunswick UCA ( p.5) 

email richarn50@gmail.com 

1st Sept—4th Oct Season of Creation Resources 

12th—13th September UCA SoulCare Pastoral Care Conference  

@ Wesley Conference Centre, Sydney & on-line. 

14th—24th September MULTIFAITH Week of Climate Action 

https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?p=6829
mailto:bruce.missen@ppw.victas.org.au
https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?p=2738
https://intergen.org.au/cfmresourcing
https://www.miragenews.com/state-memorial-for-rev-dr-gondarra-oam-1275247/#:~:text=A%20state%20memorial%20will%20be,and%20justice%20of%20his%20people.
mailto:richarn50@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12M3weSD4D2mvjCiI3Mxen3JQZ5Rrazz3/view?pli=1
https://victas.uca.org.au/event/soul-care-2024/
https://victas.uca.org.au/event/soul-care-2024/
https://www.arrcc.org.au/weekofaction

