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Action Stations: On Act2 Report 
Bethany Broadstock (Crosslight Article) 

When the National Assembly meets next month, members will be asked to consider the 
most significant piece of work carried out on the life and future of the Uniting Church 
since union in 1977. On May 10, the National Assembly released ‘Act2: The Gift of the 
Spirit’, the Act2 report to go before the 17th Assembly, Assembly members and the 
wider Church.  

The final Act2 report in the current phase of the project, includes an integrated set of proposals to be considered 
across three streams.  

The first is focused on a vision for life giving communities of faith discipleship and mission, the second on a vision 
for a network for a flourishing theological culture and education, and the third on a vision for sharing our life and 
common wealth.  

“It follows four years of work which began in March 2020 and included an intensive period of 
exploration and discernment over the past 18 months,” Act2 Project Lead Andrew Johnson says. “We 
affirm that over the past 47 years of our life, God has been faithful, and there is so much to celebrate.  
We also know that the ways we currently order and go about our life are not working in many places. 
There remains so much more opportunity for a life-giving future if we can find and commit together to 
pathways forward.”  

For each stream there is a vision, a set of principles, key changes and a proposed oversight mechanism. All the 
proposals come with the endorsement of both the Act2 Steering Committee and the Assembly Standing 
Committee, with both having had the opportunity to consider the implications, opportunities and risks of the 
proposals.  

“Alongside these is the risk of doing nothing,” Andrew says.  

The proposals include establishing two new national Commissions.  

• National Network for Theology, including a national multi-campus theological college.  

• Governance, resourcing and administration: This Commission would also test the feasibility of two options 
for a governance structure, one with three councils and the other with four councils.  

Local Communities calls all communities to renew their focus on discipleship and mission, and also includes 
proposals to renew the toolkit for local governance. There is a proposal to look again at church membership to 
align our rules with our reality. Another proposes that we progress work on our theological understandings of 
discipleship, evangelism and mission.  

https://issuu.com/ucavictas/docs/202406_cross_june_2024_flip
C:/Users/Linley/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CWCC7FG4/Act2-The-Gift-of-the-Spirit.pdf
C:/Users/Linley/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CWCC7FG4/Act2-The-Gift-of-the-Spirit.pdf
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From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly see Newsletters – Presbytery of Port Phillip 

West (ucappw.org.au).  Rev Linley Liersch  Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.  Next edition 

submissions 24th June 2024 .  Please click links or pictures for hyperlinks.  Congregations can invite Linley 

to join their FaceBook page to see what is happening and I can share you news too.  

Action Stations: On Act2 Report by Bethany Broadstock (Crosslight) 

“Collectively the three visions offered in the report provide three different windows on our shared identity and life as 
a Uniting Church,” Andrew says. “Shaped by the biblical witness, each vision provides fresh framing on life, guided 
by the Basis of Union. The visions and principles also draw on the foundational statements we have made since 
union.”  

The report itself builds on the previous work of the Act2 Project, particularly the interim report released in June 2023, 'Act2: In 
Response to God’s Call'.  

It continues reflection on the diverse and shared identity of the Uniting Church and gives an overview of the workstreams 
which have shaped the process so far.  

National President and Chair of the Act2 Steering Committee, Rev Sharon Hollis, says 
the proposals hold a once-in-a-generation opportunity. “Through this process we have 
regularly had to grapple with difficult truths that have emerged from looking closely at 
the life of the Uniting Church,” Sharon says. “There is much that people find hard and 
frustrating as they feel hindered by our current approach. The Spirit is calling us in new 
directions, and this is an opportunity to reorient our life to our very purpose, to serve the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and enter more fully into mission.”  

Andrew says the Act2 team has continued to be inspired by the challenge posed by 
inaugural President Rev Dr Davis McCaughey in his sermon at the Uniting Church 
inauguration. “He said that union means nothing unless it drives us back to the 
fundamental questions of where we come from, where we are going, and who we are,” 
Andrew says. “He challenged those gathered on the opportunity to find their bearings 
afresh in Christ. Forty-seven years later, as we contemplate our second act as a Church, 
we are drawn back to these questions. The proposals are offered as the next step as a 
pilgrim people on the way together. “We offer them to the 17th Assembly in humility 
and love for the Uniting Church.”  

The Assembly meeting will take place in Parramatta from July 11-16.  

The Act2 report can be read alongside other Assembly reports at uniting.church17thassembly 

The Act2 Project Unit will be offering Assembly members opportunities to engage with the report ahead of the meeting, and 
it can be contacted by email on uca.act2@nat.uca.org.au. 

https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
https://issuu.com/ucavictas/docs/202406_cross_june_2024_flip
https://uniting.church/17thassembly/
mailto:uca.act2@nat.uca.org.au%20[undefined:uca.act2@nat.uca.org.au]
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Queenie is a lady living in a space between life and death.  
She is very much alive, but her husband is reaching the end of his life.  

The palliative care staff are very concerned for Queenie’s wellbeing. She 
lives with complex mental health challenges and is bitterly unhappy. She 
feels betrayed by her family, the hospital, and the community services that 
are attempting to support her. 

She wants someone to witness the depths of her despair and feels 
genuinely cared for by my colleague Julie.  

And although Julie often feels helpless – she has no solutions to most of 
Queenie’s problems – day after day she is there for her with a kind, gentle 
presence. 

One afternoon Julie returns to the office and tells me that after Queenie 
had spent some time pacing the hospital corridors, Julie suggested she 
needed rest. As Queenie let her tired body sink into a lounge chair, Julie 
instinctively tucked a blanket around her as a mother tucks a baby into its 
cot. Queenie slowly closed her eyes as a smile crept onto her face.  

“You know,” Julie reflects, “I think I did my best care of the whole day in that moment”. A God moment, held in 
grace and peace. 

Picture: By Fi Bottcher a dog wrapped and held. 

 

dynamics of change in individuals and organizations, but it is also part of the accreditation process to becoming an 
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https://www.nswact.uca.org.au/calendar/fundamentals-of-transitional-ministry-leader-may/
https://victas.uca.org.au/events/
https://victas.uca.org.au/events/
https://www.nswact.uca.org.au/calendar/ministry-masterclasses/
https://www.booktopia.com.au/contemplating-country-garry-worete-deverell/book/9781666788440.html
https://pilgrim.edu.au/courses/2024-course-guide/
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/DM2011P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/DM2011P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CT9321P/public
https://victas.uca.org.au/event/soul-care-2024/
https://bythewell.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ContinuingEducationforMinistryVicTas
https://victas.uca.org.au/resources/mission-resourcing/grants/educational-grants-scholarships/
https://www.nswact.uca.org.au/calendar/fundamentals-of-transitional-ministry-leader-may/
https://events.humanitix.com/fundamentals-of-transitional-ministry-part-1-the-work-of-the-leader
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Reading the Bible in Australia invites reflection about how the Bible matters 
to Australia.  
Does it still matter? How? Why?  
What role does the Bible, variously interpreted, play in debates about who 
Australians have been, are, and aspire to become?  
 
Fourteen contributors bring a range of perspectives to critical themes - 
indigeneity, colonization and migration; politics and economics; landscape, 
biodiversity and climate; gender and marginality. Each chapter explores the 
past and present influence of a biblical text or theme. Some offer fresh 
contextually and ethically informed readings. All interrogate the wider 
outcomes of reading the Bible in different ways.  
 
As Meredith Lake’s The Bible in Australia demonstrates, “a degree of biblical 
literacy - along with critical skill in evaluating how the bible has been taken up 
and interpreted in our history - can only help Australians grapple with the 
choices Australia faces.” Love it, hate it, or have mixed feelings about it, there 
is no getting around the reality that the Bible, and how it is read, still matter.  
 
“I am excited about this book. Why? As an Australian Christian who has read the Bible all his life, it never occurred 
to me to ask what it means to read it in Australia. I had read it devotionally. I have tried to read it internationally. I 
have read it as a church member. This book helps me to read it as an Australian in the light of our tragic history with 
Indigenous people and our response to this continent’s natural environment. I commend it.”  
- TIM COSTELLO, Executive Director, Micah Australia  
 
“What an exciting collection of ideas are gathered in this book! Here are readers of the Bible from Australia who pay 
close attention to their important (and fascinating) social, cultural, and geographic ‘contexts’—both past and 
present. Included here are Insights on Scripture from Indigenous scholars, critiques of politicized uses and abuses of 
the Bible, and frank confrontations with the challenges of history and contemporary issues.”  
- DANIEL L. SMITH-CHRISTOPHER, Professor of Theological Studies, Lyola Marymount University  
 
“What does it mean to read the Bible on the Country of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander nations? This question 
remains largely unanswered nearly 250 years after the colonization of Australia. In this significant new work, a 
diverse group of authors respond to this question in challenging, and innovative ways. This is a critically important 
contribution to Australian scholarship.”  
- JOANNA CRUICKSHANK, Associate Professor in History, Deakin University.  
 
Deborah R. Storie lectures in New Testament with Whitley College/University of Divinity and is Senior Pastor with 
East Doncaster Baptist Church.  
Barbara Deutschmann is a Post-Doctoral Research Associate at the University of Divinity.  
Michelle Eastwood is Director of Research at Australian Lutheran College.  
Preview Reading the Bible in Australia  

Cover image: “Healing Prayer” 
by Safina Stewart  

https://wipfandstock.com/9781666779417/reading-the-bible-in-australia/
https://events.humanitix.com/reading-the-bible-in-australia-book-launch
https://www.unitingvictas.org.au/share-appeal/
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Pentecost  
Pentecost Worship Greater Geelong  

Thanks to Rev. Jeanne Beale and Rev. Will 

Nichollas who co-ordinated the 10 

congregations in Greater Geelong to be 

involved in this event.  The theme was ‘Sophia Wisdom’ and explored the feminine side of God.  Puppets Ollie & Mollie spoke 

on Sophia wisdom and the God that includes all genders.  Our preacher Rev. Amituana’i-Vaeluaga will draw on her rich cultural 

heritage to speak about the nurturing and unifying aspects of the Holy Spirit. Rev. Goldsmith will explore the compassionate 

and guiding wisdom that Sophia offers in our daily lives.  Rev. Linley Liersch sung the words to the communion liturgy.  With 

over 200 in attendance, we filled The Dome at the Geelong Library.  

The Closing words from Rev Will Nicholas urging all present to spill out into the streets of Geelong like those first Apostles so 

long ago and have lunch together in Spirt and Love.   Article from Rev. Will Nicholas ‘From the Upper Room to the Dome: A 

Journey of Spirit and Unity’  looks at the Greater Geelong celebration. 

Pentecost Worship – St. John’s @ 2pm  Thanks to Rev. Narelle Collas, 

Bruce Missen and team for organising the Melbourne Pentecost service 

we had over 25 congregations involved. The theme was heart of fire and 

the keyboardist and band led us beautiful in the spirit filled songs and 

music.  The church was full of many participants dressed in red & yellow.  

John Evans led a group of banner’s around the wordship space.  Linley 

Liersch & Narelle Collas led the early word and had the congregation 

moving with the spirit.  The Acts 2 reading was read in 10 different 

languages: Tagalog, Samona, Cook Island Maori, Fijian, Vietnamese, Dinka, 

English, Tongan, Tamil & ...  Adding to the multicultural flavour of this 

event.  It was great to see all many leaders from across the presbytery 

take part.   Including our ministry and lay preacher candidates.  Lisa Carey gave a final word of encouragement before the Fijian 

choir sang.  Those from smaller congregations were excited to meet other uca members. It was great Intercultural event.   

 

 

July 18th 7:30pm 

Book Now 

https://newtownuniting.org/2024/05/17/from-the-upper-room-to-the-dome-a-journey-of-spirit-and-unity/
https://newtownuniting.org/2024/05/17/from-the-upper-room-to-the-dome-a-journey-of-spirit-and-unity/
https://events.humanitix.com/northey-lecture-church-in-ordinary-time-a-wisdom-ecclesiology
https://www.ncca.org.au/ncca-newsletter/april-2024-2/item/3329-first-nations-2024042
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Brunswick Uniting Church conducted a Week of Action in early May to help 
maintain pressure to seek climate justice. 
 
A numbers of members creatively built a display for our “Tower Window” 
which faces directly on to Sydney Road and has great public exposure. Along 
with this we installed a new banner on the face of our main Hall, again 
facing Sydney Road – the message is “Love our Pacific Neighbours – No 
More Coal & Gas”. Islands in the Pacific are on the “front line” of damage 
from increases in global temperatures because of rising sea levels and more 
ferocious cyclones. 
 
On the first Sunday in May we had a Creation focussed service which 
reminded the congregation of the inter-dependence of all beings and our 
need to care for the whole of God’s creation. At 11 am (the “Eleventh 
Hour”) we rang the bells of our church. This is a reminder that we need to 
take urgent action on climate change to avoid further damage to our Earth. 
Local Member of Parliament, Dr Tim Read kindly attended and was one of 
the bell ringers. 
 

During Morning Tea, members of the 
congregation were invited to make suggestions 
to update our Climate Action Plan. This plan 
was first launched in July 2020, and it is 
planned to re-launch it in July 2024. Members 
of the congregation shared their suggestions 
on table groups whilst they had a cuppa. 
 
During the week, several members attended 
rallies in response to Labour’s about face on 
coal and gas, especially with our Pacific 
brothers and sisters in mind, as they struggle 
to face a challenging future. 
 
On the Saturday there was the Climate Justice 

Conference, held in Sydney and organised by 

Uniting NSW/ACT. It was wonderful to see so 

many passionate young people seeking to 

make a difference in the world. 

 

We were also blessed to have continuing Good 

News stories coming from the Assembly 

website, showing positive signs of hope in 

relation to climate justice action in our Uniting 

Church around the country.  

 

 

 

There have been seven good news stories on ‘Towards Net Zero’ on the UCA Assembly website. 

Brunswick Uniting’s Week of Climate Action 

https://uniting.church/towards-net-zero-good-news-stories-week-7/
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Equipment for Livestreaming Worship on a Budget 
Barry Liersch (Senior IT Technician in Schools, Grovedale UCA) 

If you are looking at streaming your Sunday Worship Service to Youtube, Vimeo, etc and you already have a Mixing 

desk, computer/laptop with PowerPoint (or equivalent), then you need only add the following to stream.  Depend-

ing on your church building you may need a few other items like a tripod or an Audio Interface if you have an ana-

logue Mixing Desk. (This is one example of many types of ways you can stream worship). 

Equipment List (Prices will vary depending on your needs and budget) 

Computer with Video Card including Monitor ($1600) 

Audio Interface (Not required if you have a Digital Sound Desk with USB O/P) ($200) 

NDI Camera (preferred) ($800-$3400) 

16 Channel Digital Mixer (preferred) ($3149 depends on your needs) 

POE Network Switch ($90) 

Internet MODEM ($160) 

Network Cables, HDMI Cables, USB Cable ($100) 

Software List 

Windows 11 (comes with PC) 

OBS Software (Free) 

NDI Tools including vMix Desktop Capture NDI. (Free) 

Sometimes 

congregations walk into 

the shop and are sold 

the most expensive 

gear.   

 

So here is a budget 

conscious option for 

around $6,000 to $8,000 

to get you on the air.  

 

Cheaper if you already 

have a good computer 

or sound mixer. 

 

List of everything you 

need. 

 

Schematic drawing of 

how the it can be set 
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May 27th - June 3rd  Reconciliation Week ‘Now More Than Ever’ 

June 5th  World Environment Day  

June 21st  

7—9 pm 

Po Talanoa—Conversation Night 

Aged 18—40 @ Dandenong regional UC, Scotts Street, Dandenong 

June 22nd UCA Anniversary 

June 30 Hymns of the 20th Century @ Stonnington UCA 

July 7th Naidoc Week 

July 11th—16th Assembly Meeting 

July 11th—22nd Refugee Week Resources 

July 18th 

7:30—9pm 

Northerly Lecture by Amy Plantinga Pauw @ Brunswick Uniting Church 

Church in an Ordinary Time: A Wisdom Ecclesiology 

Worship Leaders  

and Bible Readers.   

If you are leading worship 

you should think about Lay 

Preacher studies.  

“Exploring the New 

Testament” is a good way 

to start to build your 

knowledge and skill at 

interpreting scripture.   

Accredited Lay Preachers 

could do the subject as a 

refresher. 

Starting July 15th 7—9 pm 

on zoom.  Rev. Linley 

Liersch & Mel Perkins 

Leadership Development: 

Lay Leadership will be your 

lecturers. 

https://www.ncca.org.au/ncca-newsletter/april-2024-2/item/3329-first-nations-2024042
https://events.humanitix.com/po-talanoa-night-of-conversation
https://justact.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/240408-eLM_PFA-Refugee-Week-Report-4pp-Digtal.pdf
https://events.humanitix.com/northey-lecture-church-in-ordinary-time-a-wisdom-ecclesiology
https://uniting.church/presidents-uca-anniversary-message-2024/
https://events.humanitix.com/exploring-the-new-testament
https://events.humanitix.com/exploring-the-new-testament

