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Sophia Wisdom 
Rev. Linley Liersch (Presbytery eLM Minister) 

In our Judeo-Christian scriptures wisdom in Greek is ‘sophia’ and is personified as a woman 
who walks in our world offering humanity an opportunity to feast at her table.  She sets a table 
of bread and spiced wine.   To devour her knowledge and wisdom is to live a happy and 
insightful life.  To take instruction from her is better than silver or gold.  Wisdom walks in the way of righteousness 
and justice and she provides wise counsel.  All must listen to her advice and guidance [Proverb 9].   

Wisdom is the architect alongside God in the act of creation.  She is the master craftswoman who God takes 
delight in each day.  When God created the skies above or the waters deep in the earth below, she was there.  
When God put limits on the sea, she was there.  When humans where created, she was there [Proverbs 8].  This 
woman role is very similar to the ‘logos’ the Word of God, who was there in the beginning, who Christians  
understand to be Jesus Christ [John 1]. 

The book of proverbs ends with a poem deprecatingly called ‘a capable wife’ a better translation is the ‘Valliant 
Woman’.  In reality this character is a super woman.  She works night and day providing food for her household.  
She plants a vineyard—just as God has done [Isa 5:2].  She trades with merchants far away—she breaks all bounds 
of traditional role for females. She girds herself with strength and her arms are strong just like the male super 
heroes of Old Testament e.g. David, Joshua.  She ‘fears/has awesome respect for the LORD.  She listens to the 
prophetic word of God for justice and opens her hand to the poor and reaches out to the needy .  She clothes 
herself in purple linen a symbol of wealth or royalty, but more than that she is clothed in dignity and respect.  Her 
lamp never goes out parallels Christ as light of the world.   She opens her mouth and speaks wisdom [Proverbs 
31:10—31].   

Other contemporary theologians will parallel wisdom with the Holy Spirit that hovers over waters in the act of 
creation [Genesis 1] and at Pentecost where the spirit comes in wind and fire and gives the knowledge of how to 
speak in differing languages [Act 2].   Throughout the ages, wisdom has filled the servants of the Lord [Daniel 5] and 
she can be passed on through the laying on of hands [Acts 8].   

I believe that if man and woman are created in the image of God, then their must be both feminine and masculine 
in the Godhead.  History had been written mostly by men, who have downplayed both the feminine images of God 
in the bible and the possibility of femininity in the Godhead.  Feminist theologians teach us to look again at our own 
scripture and recover what is there in black and white.   

Wisdom 

Content WARNING: contains images of people who have died, suicide and mental health themes. 
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From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly see Newsletters – Presbytery of 

Port Phillip West (ucappw.org.au).  Rev Linley Liersch  Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.  

Next edition submissions 10th April 2024 .  Please click links or pictures for hyperlinks. 

Book LAUNCH May 1st @ CTM 5pm 

The Present and Future of the Basis of Union 

“Women who walked with Jesus” 
Professor Amy Jill Levine  
14 May, 2024. 

Amy Jill Levine (“AJ”) is Rabbi Stanley M. Kessler 
Distinguished Professor of New Testament and 
Jewish Studies at Hartford International University 
for Religion and Peace and University Professor of 
New Testament and Jewish Studies Emerita and 
Mary Jane Werthan Professor of Jewish Studies 
Emerita, at Vanderbilt.   

Amy-Jill Levine’s lecture will focus on the women 
in the New Testament who walked with, followed 
and supported Jesus in his public ministry and 
what their role has to say to women and men in 
the Church today.  For registration and more 
information, click here 

https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
https://events.humanitix.com/geoff-thompson
https://www.maristformation.org/amy-jill-levine-speaking-engagements
https://www.maristformation.org/amy-jill-levine-speaking-engagements
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In recent days we have been confronted by the image of a man who 
murdered innocent people, mainly women, in terrible 
circumstances. We know very little about this man, except that he 
lived with “mental illness”. This, unfortunately, is the sinister image 
that is left hanging like a cloud after such tragic events - that 
“mental illness” is dangerous. 

We were also deeply shocked and saddened by the tragic death by 
suicide of Hannah Gabrielle who many knew from her time at 
Brunswick Uniting Church and through her wonderful work as a 
mental health peer support worker, pastoral care practitioner and 
advocate. Hannah shared openly her experiences of living with 
bipolar disorder and the mental health challenges that came with it, 
which eventually made her own life intolerable. 

Hannah was young, beautiful, surrounded by a loving family and 
husband, and appeared to have the world at her feet. She has been 
remembered for her contagious smile and laughter and her sincere 
and genuine care and compassion. 

I share with you Hannah’s kind, smiling face, and the legacy of her 
loving spirit and remarkable work in improving the mental health 
experiences of others, because we need to remember, and to be 
reminded. Rest in peace Hannah.      Photo from Hannah’s Facebook page 

If you are struggling to reach out or seek help and support,   Used with families permission.  

please consider contacting Lifeline Australia: phone 13 11 14 

 

You are warmly invited to the Melbourne launch of Reading the 
Bible in Australia.   

Rev Associate Professor Robyn Whitaker will launch the book, 
facilitate a conversation about the questions it raises 
with Naomi Wolfe, Rev Dr Graham Cole and Dr Jonathan Corn-
ford, and invite questions from the floor.  The editors, Deborah 
Storie, Barbara Deutschmann and Michelle Eastwood, will re-
spond. Copies of Reading the Bible in Australia will be available 
for purchase for $32 (15% below recommended retail). 

 
RSVP: Friday 26 April for catering purposes or to receive the 
livestream link. Register to participate in-person or via 
livestream through the "Get Tickets" tab on this page. 

https://events.humanitix.com/reading-the-bible-in-australia-book-launch
https://events.humanitix.com/reading-the-bible-in-australia-book-launch
https://staff.divinity.edu.au/staff/robyn-whitaker/
https://webpublic.acu.edu.au/staffdirectory/?naomi-wolfe=
https://www.amazon.com.au/stores/author/B001JS122C/about
https://mannagum.org.au/about_manna_gum
https://mannagum.org.au/about_manna_gum
https://wipfandstock.com/9781666779417/reading-the-bible-in-australia/
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“Sacrededge and Queenscliff have a special place in my heart, it's a place of community, where art and humanity 
is celebrated. It's a place that brings us all together, it's a place of healing and peace and I hope that we will all 
cherish these moments of magic and community forever”  

These are refugee advocate Awale Ahmed’s words following Sacrededge 2023, and he will be among this year’s 30+ 

voices from the edge offering stories, poetry, music, art, workshops and discussions - all with a focus on indigenous, 

refugee, LGBTQIA+, wellbeing or environmental issues.   Now in its 11th year, the festival will be welcoming both 

new and familiar voices: 

First Nations music and dance 

Kutcha Edwards has long been a voice for social change 
and Indigenous rights, with storytelling through music 
that captures hearts and minds. 

Singer/songwriter Amos Roach’s music presents a 

narrative of healing, told with song and dance, with a 

voice that travels between the Desert, the Riverland and 

the Saltwater. 

Northern Territory all-women band Kardajala Kirridarra 

from the Northern Territory will blend culture and 

language with contemporary music.  

LGBTQIA+ supporters 

Benjamin Trillado’s recent single ‘Worth’ has been hailed as an empowering search for self-love and acceptance as 

a queer person.  We warmly welcome back Saint Ergo, Fleassy Malay, Daniel Witthaus, and magician/actor Em 

Chandler, who will delight children and young people. 

 

Refugee stories 

South Sudanese refugee Abeny Mayol’s own story has steered her towards a literacy movement that empowers 

culturally and linguistically diverse communities.  A delicious Saturday night meal will be offered by local Tamil 

refugees. 

 

Care for the planet and wellbeing 

Author of ‘My Year without Matches’, Claire Dunn will share her passion for re-wilding our urban environments 

while Tyson Yunkaporta who penned ‘Sand Talk’ will share thoughts on Indigenous knowledges. 

Deakin University’s Dr Jacqui Pocklington will lead us through marine research solutions that will help mitigate 

climate change, and a host of wellbeing workshops will be on offer. 

 

Art on show 

Indigenous art will fill the chapel space, a visual art exhibition will launch on the Saturday, and a beautiful Ocean 

Labyrinth will be installed. 

Supported by the PPPW, Borough of Queenscliffe and Queenscliff Music Festival, Sacrededge will be held at the 

Queenscliff Uniting Church, May 3-5. 

Tickets - https://www.trybooking.com/CMMSU 
Sacrededge info - https://unitingqueenscliff.org.au/sacrededge-festival/ 

Kardajala Kirridarra 

https://www.trybooking.com/CMMSU
https://unitingqueenscliff.org.au/sacrededge-festival/
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https://www.nswact.uca.org.au/calendar/fundamentals-of-transitional-ministry-leader-may/
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Here is a statement by theologian Jurgen 

Moltmann, in his book   

‘The Spirit of Hope. Theology for a World in Peril.’ 
 “According to the new ecological way of reading the same creation 

narratives in the Bible, the human being is the last being God 

creates and, therefore, the most dependent of all God’s creations. 

For their life on Earth, human beings are dependent on the 

existence of animals and plants, air and water, light, daytime and 

night-time, sun, moon and stars, and without these things, we 

cannot live. Human beings exist only because all these other 

creatures exist. The other creatures can all exist without the human 

being, but human beings cannot exist without them. So, it is 

impossible to conceive of the human being as a divine potentate, or 

as a solitary gardener, over against nature.”  

 

Are there ways in which we can manage to live our lives as a part 

of creation rather than having dominion over it? How can we 

better inform ourselves and make good and appropriate actions in 

the way we live our lives, knowing this?  

 

 

World Environment Day’s theme is JOURNEY TO A GREENER FUTURE. 
 

As we head towards this day, you may like to consider taking part 
in any of the following: 
 
1. Attend the Queenscliff Sacred Edge Festival,  
 Saturday May 4th and hear: 

• Claire Dunn “Rewilding the Urban Soul” (11.00 – 
11.50am) 

• Jacqui Pocklington (Deakin) deliver the 
Environmental Keynote (1.30 – 2.15 pm) 

• Earth and Ocean Panel discussion (4.00 – 4.45 pm) 
2. Take items needing to be mended to the Repair Café at St 

 Lukes in Geelong on May 11, 1 pm to 3 pm 

3. Focus on World Environment Day in your worship space 

 during the first week of June 

4. Attend FREE movie night at Wesley, 100 Yarra St, Friday  

 June 21st at 7.30 pm and see STRONGER TOGETHER  

5. Prepare for the Season of Creation during the month of 

 September 

6. Prepare for the Global Week of Action in September by 

 doing something noticeable in your church 
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Continuing Education Opportunities 

Rev. Fran Barber 

As you consider your Continuing Education plans, and Study Leave for 2024, here are some opportunities coming 
up: 

 1. Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry, part 1, ONLINE, May 1, 8 & 15 

(FTM part 1 will also be offered again online in August 6, 13 & 20, rego open shortly) 

This is a great stand-alone course for anyone in ministry in the 21st century, as it focuses on the (emotional) 
dynamics of change in individuals and organizations, but it is also part of the accreditation process to becoming an 
Intentional Interim Minister 

 2. Practicing Presence in Supervision with Michael Paterson, May 3rd– 4th @ The Swell Centre 2 Minona street 
Hawthorn.  For trained supervisors to develop their craft in support of the people they serve. $800-. 

3. Conflict Intervention Workshop with Terence Corkin and Julia Kuhn Wallace, May 27-29 

The Centre for Theology and Ministry: 

 4. SAVE THE DATE: Thinking Theologically About... May 30th, 10.30-12.30, ONLINE and in person at the Centre 
for Theology and Ministry. Theologian, candidate and activist, Daniel Sihombing will lead a discussion on "Theology 
and Politics: Stories from Indonesia". No need to register, except if you need a zoom link: see the VicTas Events 
page for this -coming shortly. 

 5. Ministry Masterclasses - ONLINE some great opportunities to hear from an experienced colleagues: Preaching 
Refresher; Technology and Worship; Evangelism Conversation etc various dates April-July 

 6. Some of us will be joining together to read Garry Deverell's latest book Contemplating Country. Please reply to 
this email if you are interested in joining a small group - ONLINE (see below to link to SoulSearch conversation with 
Garry) 

 7.  Pilgrim Theological College's Course offerings. In particular, the intensive mid-late July Church: God's 
Polycentric Experimental Community, and Doing Theology in Public (semester 2). Enrolling as an audit student is a 
cost effective way of engaging in ongoing learning if you're doing a degree - ask a colleague to join you! 

 8. Soulcare - pastoral care conference with an array of inspiring and experienced guest presenters: September 12 
and 13 Wesley Conference Centre, Sydney and ONLINE. 

 

 Resources: 

By the Well Lectionary Podcast - helps with preaching prep for those using the Revised Common Lectionary 

The Continuing Education Facebook Group 

Continuing Education Grant for Ministers to help with Study Leave Costs. 

Retired Minister’s Gatherings—Pascoe Vale RSL 

Venue:  Pascoe Vale RSL, 40 Cumberland Rd Pascoe Vale 3044. 

Time: 12:00 – till 13:30 Friday 24th May 2024 

This is for those of us who are retired or in the process of retiring to have lunch together and share a little of the 
journey.  We gather in an informal way to catch up on how everyone’s going and what we’re up to.  

Friday lunch dates for 2024:  23rd August; 6th Dec.  

So if you’re interested, can you please let me know your RSVP by email before 5pm Tuesday 20th 
February  mark@dunn.id.au  This is essential for a lunch booking. 

https://www.nswact.uca.org.au/calendar/fundamentals-of-transitional-ministry-leader-may/
https://www.goodsupervisionmatters.com/event
https://victas.uca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/May-Conflict-Intervention-workshop-flyer.pdf?fbclid=IwAR21HROpOyLLHab4rGI1PS0zBtrZPIWSBLTWg5lq8CXPX7nhZWlFZqcbrSI_aem_AQN3qANWCsnSSRHjkFNlugyy_cjWehlPt-JpTkUMUySnz6sNJZeMoaEURaFVy87xWf5CyiSySbbDc33x7MgClXwy
https://victas.uca.org.au/events/
https://victas.uca.org.au/events/
https://www.nswact.uca.org.au/calendar/ministry-masterclasses/
https://www.booktopia.com.au/contemplating-country-garry-worete-deverell/book/9781666788440.html
https://pilgrim.edu.au/courses/2024-course-guide/
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/DM2011P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/DM2011P/public
https://units.divinity.edu.au/unit/CT9321P/public
https://victas.uca.org.au/event/soul-care-2024/
https://bythewell.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ContinuingEducationforMinistryVicTas
https://victas.uca.org.au/resources/mission-resourcing/grants/educational-grants-scholarships/
mailto:mark@dunn.id.au
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May 1st National Domestic Violence Remembrance Day  

May 1st, 8th & 15th Fundamentals in Transition Ministry @ on-line (p.5) 

May 1st 5pm Book Launch: The Present and Future of the basis of union @ CTM ( p.2) 

May 2nd 5:30pm Book Launch: Reading the Bible in Australia @ CTM ( p.3) 

May 3 - 4 Practicing Presence in Supervision—Michael Paterson @ Swell Centre (p.7) 

May 3-5  Sacred Edge 2024  @ Queenscliff UCA See more here (p.4) 

May 10 - 11 Messy Church Science and Faith Converse: A messy science adventure (p.8) 

May 11th Victorian Council of churches AGM  

May 12th—19th Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Resources “Love your neighbour as Yourself” 

14th May Women who walked with Jesus @ Catholic Leadership Centre (p.2) 

May 26th  Sorry Day  

May 27th—29th Conflict Intervention Workshop @ CTM ( p.7) 

May 27th - June 3rd  Reconciliation Week  

May 30th 10:30 pm Thinking Theologically about... @ CTM (p.7) 

June 5th  World Environment Day  

https://www.nswact.uca.org.au/calendar/fundamentals-of-transitional-ministry-leader-may/
https://events.humanitix.com/geoff-thompson
https://events.humanitix.com/reading-the-bible-in-australia-book-launch
https://www.goodsupervisionmatters.com/event
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=43f907decb&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!Z2S79Owv2G4YT-yDQ9Y_NXFIUFnXGgY41kmeB9GWfiSrEvX4hdc2DYKlCQU80RNltJj0sOp0DleybdiXHKItvWTeQu4oG2kdNM8D$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/Vcc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=30c90e3898b0c96596db92d8a&id=ad35b4f6f3&e=eadf68e3a9__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!Z2S79Owv2G4YT-yDQ9Y_NXFIUFnXGgY41kmeB9GWfiSrEvX4hdc2DYKlCQU80RNltJj0sOp0DleybdiXHKItvWTeQu4oG_I1EJua$
:%20https:/us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvduuqpzkjGdMkMyEAaw9skPXJNOBB5OBZ
https://www.ncca.org.au/faith-and-unity-resources/wopcu24
https://www.maristformation.org/amy-jill-levine-speaking-engagements
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/victas.uca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/May-Conflict-Intervention-workshop-flyer.pdf?fbclid=IwAR21HROpOyLLHab4rGI1PS0zBtrZPIWSBLTWg5lq8CXPX7nhZWlFZqcbrSI_aem_AQN3qANWCsnSSRHjkFNlugyy_cjWehlPt
https://messychurchaustralia.com.au/safc

