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 Holy Week 

 

 

Are People More Open? 
Rev. Mat Harry (eLM New and Renewing Ministries) 

Last week I moved into a ‘break-out space’ with a woman I hadn’t met before from an inner-city Anglican 
congregation.  She relayed how surprised she has been as the Children and Families Worker that this year 
to date 7 new families have joined in with worship in their congregation. 

7 New Families – that seems pretty huge to me in only 10 weeks so far in the year.   

Granted this is a larger congregation with lots of resources and a very big playgroup ministry.  However, 
this leader was surprised herself about how open these families were to becoming a part of the church 
community in worship.  They were already a part of playgroups and some of the other missional actions 
of the congregation.  But they wanted to join in with the worshipping aspect of the church.   

Is this a sign that post-CoVID maybe there is a new level of openness to exploring Christian spirituality?   

Let us love, serve and connect with others, offer welcoming inspiring ways of living out our faith and see… 
(find our for yourself if people are more open). 

Blessings as you fully enter the story of Love winning this Easter.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJSqMb6Sq6o
https://uniting.church/easter-messages-2024/


2 

From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly see Newsletters – Presbytery of 

Port Phillip West (ucappw.org.au).  Rev Linley Liersch  Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.  

Next edition submissions 10th April 2024 .  Please click links or pictures for hyperlinks. 

Social Media Kit for the Easter Season 
Rev. Mat Harry 

In the build up to Easter leaders can become very tired with lots of responsibilities.  Sometimes it is good 
to have resources to make things easier.  To that end – and if case you weren’t aware – there are some 
social media resources that have been put together for you. And easily available.  All of this is detailed in 
the attached Social Media Kit for the Easter Season. 

This includes some beautiful images of the Stations of the Cross drawn by my colleague Kelly Skilton.   

Not only are there images (Social Media Tiles) that can be accessed within this pack, there are also some 
suggestions about the different types of posts that can be done for different purposes on social me-
dia.  Including a calendar guide for posts.  

Social media opens an array of possibilities.  It can function as so much more than an electronic notice 
board.  Socials are the way that people connect, communicate, make new friends and inform each oth-
er.  In many ways socials are the new town square. 

It is therefore important for congregations to be adept at how to get the best out of socials.  For a really 
helpful guide to all things social media including which platforms to operate on, safety policies and how 
to develop a social media strategy you can find more helpful tips from the Synod website here:-  Social Me-

dia - Uniting Church in Australia. Synod of Victoria and Tasmania (uca.org.au) 

If people are open to exploring faith, we need to connect and deepen our relationships with them.  Social 
media can be particularly useful at assisting this process.   

https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
C:/Users/Linley/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CWCC7FG4/UCA-Social-Media-Kit-Easter-Season-2024.pdf
https://victas.uca.org.au/news-events/social-media/
https://victas.uca.org.au/news-events/social-media/
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“Oh Fi”, sighs my work colleague as she finishes recounting a 
heartbreaking story from her morning. A young woman has died 
only 5 months after giving birth to twins. My colleague was there to 
support the grieving family. She witnessed the raw grief of the 
woman’s husband, a tall man with broad shoulders, who wailed, 
shouted, and thumped the furniture with his fists. 

My colleague sighs deeply as she describes seeing this same man, 
not long after being tenderly restrained by his family as his grief 
overwhelmed him, in the hospital café. As she was buying her own 
lunch, she noticed him standing in line with his son, waiting amongst 
the lunchtime crowd to order. Even grief-stricken bodies need to be 
fed.  

My colleague was struck by how peaceful and calm he looked. How 
normal. Just a face in the crowd like everyone else. 

Resurrection happens around and among us every day. 
Unknowingly we witness people’s return to life in the mundane 
and the ordinary, in the moments of Hope that are held in the kind 
eyes of a stranger or the “would you like drinks with that?” from a 
café worker. Hope born of eternal love. 

Palm Sunday Rally 
March 24 
An interfaith event starting in Parliament Gardens at 10am, followed 

by speeches/presentations and the Palm Sunday Walk for Refugees 

and Peace, concluding by noon.    

Think about planning a Peace March in your local regional for 2025. 

https://victas.sharefile.com/share/view/199ad3810438476a/fo6e7194-6c80-4de3-9d85-ab63ebc0a57d
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=make+palm+crosses&qpvt=make+palm+crosses&mid=C82C72C3B6E3EEF55032C82C72C3B6E3EEF55032&&FORM=VRDGAR
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Presbytery of Port Phillip West 
Climate Action—Banner Caption Competition 
All Congregations, Schools and Agencies are invited to participate in the Climate Action Banner 

Caption Competition 

 

The aim is to see who can come up with the catchiest caption. 

 

The prize will be a free banner measuring 4000 mm x 1000 mm, valued at $150 which can be 

displayed at the winning Congregation, Agency, or School. 

 

To register for this competition please email Richard Arnold  from the Port Phillip West Climate Action 

Taskgroup:   richarn50@gmail.com 

 

Captions need to be a maximum of eight words. 

Entries will be received until Friday 22 March and the winner will be announced on Friday 12 April.  

The winning banner will be presented in time for the Green Faith International “Global Week of Action” 

from 3 May to 12 May which we are all being asked to support. 

Whilst there will only be one winner of this competition, we encourage everyone to make or purchase 
your own banners. There are several local manufacturers providing online services at reasonable rates. 

mailto:richarn50@gmail.com
https://victas.sharefile.com/share/view/dc75ee5d907f4dbf/fodacf1b-b37f-4e89-9c69-eef2791bcb8d
https://www.rootsontheweb.com/seasons-and-festivals/church-seasons/holy-week/resources-for-holy-week/whole-service-outlines/a-service-of-tenebrae-darkness
https://uniting.church/easter-messages-2024/
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Complete the Conference Application 

he Conference and AGM will be held in
-person at CTM, Parkville and on Zoom 

Please read the following instructions 
before filling out the application form 

Submit registrations, for both in-
person and Zoom bookings, before 
Wednesday , 3 April 2024 

There are limits on numbers for Zoom 
and in-person registrations. Planning is 
based on current Covid protocols for 
CTM – wear a mask if you may have 
symptoms, and stay home if sick.  

 Successful applications will receive the 
following information during the week 
before the conference:  login details,  
materials for workshops & Order of 
Service  and any  changes and updates  

This is a free event - but you need to 
register. You may wish to make a do-
nation.  Application Form or let the 
Secretary (Di Wookey) know ASAP 
lpasecretary@victas.uca.org.au or  
diane.e.wookey@gmail.com 

mailto:lpasecretary@victas.uca.org.au
mailto:diane.e.wookey@gmail.com
https://victas.sharefile.com/share/view/051788b5a9dc464e/fodefb65-3811-44ed-8acf-535c5b4fd9e3
https://victas.sharefile.com/share/view/67b40b01a39f471b/fo023c34-4fca-4f5e-9d4a-b9393ab02ffb
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UnitingWorld invites you to mark 

Lent Event from 14 February to 28 

March, 40 days of faithful action for 

God’s creation. In the face of the 

climate crisis, commit to personal, 

practical and political action for a 

peaceful and abundant world. 

Resources are now available for 

individuals and church communities, 

including a weekly video series from 

our partner churches and daily emails 

with theological reflections and ideas 

for action. Your community might like 

to take up a fundraising challenge too!  

CLIMATE CHAMPIONS AFTERNOON TEAS 

The PPW Climate Action Task Group is again 
running afternoon teas coming up soon. 
Everyone is welcome and we will spend time 
sharing with one another, while designing 
postcards for sending to our leaders and 
designing climate action banners, as well as 
eating yummy food. 

April 20th 2 pm                  Wesley UC  100 Yarra 
Street, Geelong  

Contact Sue Strong on 
susanannestrong@hotmail.com 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/church.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b3444ce36d66f548255e97b0&id=4f31756931&e=30e6887c86__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!ZFK1G22s8lKzf6yjFfbMWWbfTPKr5Sf_wPQN3I1weIv_jL7tnspxBlluJv2sVRrUP7EDkVEJLVB3wv0T7ndNSD8wriIzWag$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/church.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b3444ce36d66f548255e97b0&id=da234a7a42&e=30e6887c86__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!ZFK1G22s8lKzf6yjFfbMWWbfTPKr5Sf_wPQN3I1weIv_jL7tnspxBlluJv2sVRrUP7EDkVEJLVB3wv0T7ndNSD8w9B6BnSU$
mailto:susanannestrong@hotmail.com

