
Maps and Cartographers for the Kingdom 

Have you been driving through new housing development and 
according to the satellite navigation  you are driving through a 
paddock?  The SatNav once wanted to send me on a ‘U-turn back 
down the highway’ —quite a dangerous move actually because it 
would send me into head-on traffic.  I should have remembered to 
update my SatNav so the new maps for this section of road could 
be downloaded.  Or was this section of road so new that not even 
google maps had taken photos of it yet!  Perhaps there is an area 
like this near you, where the streetscape has changed. 

Perhaps this is a metaphor for ministry and mission at the moment.  We are holding all the old maps 
but none of them help. Perhaps you run events throughout the week, make good contacts with 
people, but it does not translate into more people attending church. The Church is operating on 
existing internal maps, that identify us, containing stories, the habits and practices that we develop 
over time.   

Alan Roxborough ‘Missional Map-Making: Skills for leading in times of Transition’ suggests it is a 
dangerous illusion to believe we can rely on the old maps to navigate this new world!  Why because 
it sends us into a ‘U-turn’.  To do a ‘U-turn’ is to keep doing the same things and expecting different 
results.  We need to become map-makers of the new world we find ourselves in.  We need to be 
cartographers for the Kingdom. 

What are the old maps that we believe are true as congregations?  Some suggestions were: That we 
live in a Christian society and Church is the center of that society. One minister per congregation. No 
leadership vacuums.  We need a big Sunday school.  I can die in the church that I was born into...  Ask 
your local congregation what ‘old maps’ would they add to this list? 

We are leaders in an ‘emergent’ church.  Something is dying and something different is being born.  
We are in a new space – and we do not as yet have the maps for it.  We need a way to form our own 
maps, we need to become map-makers.  I call this being ‘Cartographers for the Kingdom’!  We have 
crossed a threshold and entered into a new space where the maps we’ve created profoundly mis-
direct us.  We need to be given tools to become map makers in local churches, so we can become 
cartographers for a new terrain.    
  
During COVID someone said to me ‘COVID has forced the church to jump into the future.’  I asked 
him ‘has it forced us to jump into the future’, that would imply that we are ahead?  Or has it forced 
us to ‘Jump into the present’, to catch up because we were behind.  Now our church is moving at a 
pace of the world around us.  Do we want to ’U-turn’ back to normal?  Or do we begin to make maps 
for the new world? 
 
I hear the voice of God calling us, as a Uniting Church, to be a ‘pilgrim people...the people of God on 
the way to the promised end.’  I discern that this phrase from the Basis of Union will hold promise 
for us in the years ahead. And I am awaiting with hope for the fullness of this statement to be 
revealed.  Perhaps we were never meant to be a church that is standing still, but to be a church in 
movement in time with the world around us.  
  


