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The importance of Voice
Rev. Linley Liersch [Mission Development Strategist & Education]

To know me is to know my sister Meredith. My sister does not have a voice. She lost her voice as
a result of surgery damage to her vocal chords. One doctor saved her life and another doctor cost
her voice. From an early age the family learnt sign language and | grew up being her interpreter. The interpreter

has an important role in giving voice to the other person, without interjecting their opinions into the conversation.

In recent years | have discovered that one of my core values is ‘voice’. So my vocational path of Teacher-Preacher
is no surprise to anybody, | am obviously exercising my voice. When asked in worship to pray the Lord’s prayer in
my heart language, | sign. That is exactly what sign is to me — heart language.

In the next few weeks we are being asked to vote in the referendum to give Voice to Indigenous people. So let me
teach you what | know about this issue because | feel our public media has failed us on this topic. When we vote
we exercise our voice: we can do it for ourselves, or we can do it for our nation, or we can do it for future
generations.

This issue is important to our nation on a world stage—because Indigenous rites are part of the United Nations
(UN) Declaration on the Rites of Indigenous People states that “All peoples have the right to self-determination ...
freely determine their pollical status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.”

There are many mixed messages out there. So we are being called to do the work of discernment ourselves. Don’t
let the ‘Don’t know, then vote no!’ win, this is letting ignorance win. Make sure you do know the issues, no matter
how you vote. This is how | see the issues. The document ‘Uluru Statement of Heart’ is the core document
Indigenous people agree on (Please read this 1 page document). This document states that three things are
important to our Indigenous brothers and sisters: Truth, Treaty and Voice. Truth is about telling the experience of
Indigenous people in our history teaching and not avoid the hard truth of invasion, reservations, stolen generation
and silencing. Treaty is about having agreements between our government and many native peoples across the
nation. Voice is about Indigenous people have a pathway for their voice to be heard within the political system on
issues that directly effect them.

What indigenous people are disagreeing on is the order in which these three things occur: How can we have voice
with out truth and treaty first? | see there point! However, the Aboriginal and islander Christian Congress has
given us lead on this issue. They are 100% behind the voice. The full weight of the Uniting Church leadership is
behind the congress on this issue. We hope that Voice to parliament will the first step for the voices of Indigenous
people to be heard. So that truth can be told and treaties can be made. The message is clear: YES to Voice!
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https://ulurustatement.org/
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New Op-Shop @ Brunswick

I’'m writing as we are delighted to inform you that Uniting will be opening a new op shop in Brunswick, actually far
more than this we will be opening a site that is a hub for our Op Shop network across the Synod.

We are moving into 331 Victoria St, currently a bathroom shop, and on site we will have:

e Offices for our Op Shop Leadership Team, An Op Shop, A huge sorting room, A number of meeting rooms.

We are moving our warehouse from Dallas to the site.

Nooshy Farid, is our Area Manager — Op Shop Warehousing who will be responsible for the site. We would love the
opportunity to meet you prior to our move which commences

in November and we are also very happy to come to a service ~ Unitingvictas.org.au Lo | n }—

and meet/talk with/inform the congregation.

We strongly support a First Yes

From: Jacob Miller Senior Manager Op Shops Nations voice to Parliament.

From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly back editions are available at Newsletters — Presbytery of

Port Phillip West (ucappw.org.au). Always happy to receive your stories, poems, book reviews, photos, links to

events, FB ideas and theological reflections from across both our presbyteries.
Rev Linley Liersch Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au. Next edition submissions 23rd October .
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POSITION VACANT:

Uniting AgeWell sees spiritual care at the heart of what we do. We are keen to grow our Spiritual Care Team, we
have vacancies (P/T and F/T) at a number of our Residential Aged Care facilities in both the Eastern suburbs of
Melbourne and in Tasmania (North & South). We need experienced, compassionate and spiritually mature
Chaplains (Spiritual Care Practitioners) to work as integral members of the care teams. Our Chaplains usually work
as sole-spiritual care practitioner’s onsite, with strong support from the Chaplain Coordinator and active
networking with other Chaplains in the Chaplaincy Team.

If you would like to be part of a successful, growing, values-based organisation, we would love to hear from youl!

Please visit the Uniting AgeWell website or contact Judy Fry on 0455 45 45 38 for more information.
https://www.unitingagewell.org/careers

The Uniting Church Armstrong Creek Reference
Group is hosting a trivia night on Nov 4™ at st
Luke’s Uniting Church Highton. 6.30 for 7pm
start. We are inviting each of the ministry
contexts within the Greater Geelong, Bellarine
and Surf Coast Areas to gather a team to come
and enjoy the fun of joining together in a
fundraiser for the work at Armstrong

Creek. Your church council or leadership team
may enjoy doing something different together
like this. The night is open for anyone to attend.

PRIZES | FUN GAME |

$70 per table or BYO SNACKS AND DRINKS

$10 per person with a max of 7 people per

table. Each table can bring their own snacks, Sta rt- at- B :30
drinks and cups to enjoy on the night. St Luke’s UCA Highton
Silent Auction.

Lucky Doorprize. Pt

Contact: Ray Nicholls 0408 702 241 Contact - Ray Nicholls
r.premierbook@gmail.com r.premierbook@gmail.com

or 0408 702 2yt

Intergenerational News-
letter—Subscribe now through
the Younger Generations

Team @ eLM.

Great Reads on the Voice

“Understanding the Referendum from Human Rights UNITI"G FOR
Perspective.” THE VOICE

Joe Hildebrand “Reasons you can vote yes and get on with life”

“The Move that erased doubts about the voice”

“we have been avoiding this for 200 years...”
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FIVE LEAF ECO-AWARDS

Here are some exciting updates on these awards and can we encourage you to apply for your church or religious
organisation’s next award!

Celebrating 15 Years

This year we will be celebrating the Five Leaf Eco-Awards' 15th birthday on Saturday 4th of November with a Zoom
gathering from 4 pm - 5.30 pm. Please put the date in your calendar and email Sue Strong if you wish to attend, so
she can send you the Zoom details. susanannestrong@hotmail.com

Five Leaf Banners

For everyone who has completed a Five Leaf Eco-Award, there is some new digital artwork for banners that you
can get printed and display to let your community know about your commitment to care for the environment.
There are three options to choose from. Contact Jessica Morthorpe at fiveleafecoawards@gmail.com for more
information.

Simplified Energy Audit

They have developed a new, simplified Church Energy Use Evaluation form, which is only two pages for those who
still need to do an Energy Audit to get their Basic Certificate. You can download it from the website at
https://fiveleafecoawards.org/awards/basic-certificate/ or email fiveleafecoawards@gmail.com.

Climate Activism Award

Last year they added their newest award - the Climate Activism Award. If your church has been active in
campaigning for real action on climate change then look at the criteria at https://fiveleafecoawards.org/award-
criteria/climate-activism-award/ and email fiveleafecoawards@gmail.com your story, responses to the criteria,
and some photos of what you have done.

Round Robin Awards Presentations

One of the best things about being involved in the Five Leaf Eco-Awards is being part of a network of churches and
religious organisations across Australia taking action to care for God’s creation. In order to strengthen these
bonds, and reduce Jessica’s travel, they are switching to a presentation model where churches that earn an award
will have it presented by a representative of a previous awardee church. They will then be asked to present the
awards of the next church to earn an award.

Climate Pastoral Care Online Course

Interested in how your church leadership can better support those in your community experiencing climate
anxiety, grief and distress? This 13 module, self-paced online course provides the opportunity to equip your
leaders with skills to provide climate pastoral care and support the mental health of their communities. It is also a
very affordable professional development opportunity, at only $200. Enrol now:
https://climatepastoralcare.thinkific.com/

Co-authored by Jessica Morthorpe and Waterspirit, a spiritual ecology nonprofit in the USA.

Season of Creation: Feel free to share what you are doing to celebrate SOC on their Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/FiveLeafEco

A Greeting from Andrea (the founder and manager)
May God bless you all and delight in everything your community does for God’s creation.
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Oct 15-17
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6:30

Dec 8

12 noon— 2pm
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Play Your Parenting Superpower @ Queenscliff UC
Workshops for Parents, Grandparents, Carers Book

A Playful Lead with Kids @ Queenscliff UC
Workshops for Parents, Grandparents, Carers Book

Tending to Stories Conference—Art Exhibition Launch
@ Pilgrim Theological College

Tending to Stories Conference—Feminist Theolo
@ Pilgrim Theological College zoom

Fundamentals of Transition Ministry Leader
Online

A Borderless Community @ Canterbury Tongan UC

Synod Intercultural Forum Retreat & AGM—AIl Welcome
Preachfest BOOK NOW

Wesley UC Lonsdale St, Melbourne and online

Trivia Night—Fundraiser for Armstrong Creek, Church Plant
Contact Ray Nicholls 0408 702 241 or email

Retired UCA Rev's Lunch @ Pascoe Vale RSL
Contact Mark Dunn Email

Supervised Pastoral Education Unit (CPE)

Supervised Pastoral Education is a rigorous action/reflection model of learning — the emphasis is on learning
directly from participation in a variety of experiences.

Train as a chaplain for schools, hospitals, prisons or for pastoral care in congregations.

Applications are now open for the Semester 1, 2024 Unit being offered by Uniting CPE — The John Paver

Centre.

Dates: 2 February to 25 June, 2024.
Applications close 8 November, with interviews scheduled for 16 and 17 November.

Supervisors are Rev Lauren Mosso and Rev Andy Calder.

Further inquiries contact Andy Calder on 93408844 or andy.calder@yvictas.uca.org.au

During the period 11 August to 25 September, please contact Lauren Mosso on 0400 569 330

or lauren.mosso@yvictas.uca.org.au
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