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There is an old youth group joke about ‘how many Christians does it take to 
change a light globe?”… to which there is an answer for every different Christian 
denomination, it begins like this…  the Pentecostal are not sure how many people 
it would take but they are laying on hands and praying for enlightenment… Charismatics say only 
1 person and it will be done quickly because their hands are already in the air… the Uniting 
church have set up a property committee of 5 people to manage the matter… the Anglican say 
None—because they do not believe in change! 

The NCLS states that the Uniting Church has had a 23% decrease in membership in the last 4 
years.  For each congregation it may be different combination of: number of deaths, those moved 
into retirement villages, the number attending worship on-line now or the those who are ill and 
unable to attend worship.  Coming out of COVID most congregation noticed this dramatic decline.  
The exception to this rule are a intercultural congregations which are growing rapidly. 

No one experiences decline like this without requiring change.  This new reality is upon us as a 
church.  All my life we have been saying ‘one more bible study/fete/program will bring people in’.  
This is no longer a reality in most congregations.  

I talk to many leaders in the church who tell me they are the ‘last leaders willing to form a church 
council’.  And I tell them they are the people who determine what legacy they leave the future.  
Many Church Councils are surprised to hear that they have options. 

There is another youth group simulation game where you ask the group ‘you are facing a natural 
disaster, it is time to leave the house, what will you take with you?’  It is designed to help 
teenagers to think about what really matters to them.  Within the next 10 years as a church we 
will need to choose what we hold on to and what we let go of?   

Assembly major strategic review called Act2 begins to remind us what are the strengths of the 
Uniting Church: Ordination of Women, lay leadership, Intercultural and Social Justice. 

Second Timothy 1:7 states that “God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but a 
spirit of powerful, loving and disciplined spirit.”  My hope for the Uniting Church is that we 
face the future without fear.  I do not know what the future will be like.  But I know that we will 
need to work together to make it happen.  We will need leaders with fortitude.  We will need 
brave congregations willing to be good stewards of all their resources.  We will need prayer and 
discernment about the way ahead.  The Basis of union reminds us that we are ‘a people on 
the way’.  Come and follow Jesus on the way. 

Can the Church change? 
Rev. Linley Liersch [PPW Mission development Strategist & PeM] 
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Having previously worked as an engineer 
overseeing environmental design projects, I 
never anticipated that one of my greatest 
accomplishments would come from taking a 
group of men out on a bus to go ten-pin 
bowling. While it may not be the stuff of 
accolades or awards, it remains one of the most 
meaningful “career goals” I have experienced. 

The joy and camaraderie displayed by the men 
during that outing were truly heartwarming. It 
was a testament to the impact of fostering 
connections, providing opportunities for social 
engagement, and creating a sense of belonging 
within the Men's Shed community. 

It was also an opportunity to challenge myself in ways I would never have thought I would back in my 
engineering days and reminded me that success is not always measured by traditional standards or 
career achievements. True fulfillment lies in the moments of connection, laughter, and shared 
experiences that touch the lives of others. 

As a Men's Shed coordinator, I am grateful for the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of these 
men. Each day, I am reminded that sometimes the simplest gestures can have the greatest impact, and 
that, indeed, the journey to success is filled with unexpected triumphs. 

From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly back editions are available at Newsletters – Presbytery of 

Port Phillip West (ucappw.org.au).   Next edition 14th August .  Always happy to receive your stories, poems, book 

reviews, photos, links to events, FB ideas and theological reflections from across both our presbyteries.  

Rev Linley Liersch  Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.   

Lay Preacher Studies: Exploring the New Testament 
PPW will be starting a new lay preacher unit for 

accreditation on 2nd August 2023 at 5 pm on zoom.   

Anyone welcome.  You will commit to reading the on-

line material at home and to form your questions about 

the material to bring to the tutorial. Rev. Linley Liersch 

will be leading the tutorial group with Di Wookey our 

Lay Preacher Representative together we will answer 

your questions and talk about assessment tasks. 

Contact: Click Linley for email or 0408 169 882. 

https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.
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What can we do?  

 

1. INFORM Email  the Two-Page Handout for your church members. 

2. SHOW the PowerPoint in worship or meetings on Why is it needed? and why does the UCA support the voice! 

3. READ the JUSTACT Statement from the Heart Study Guide.  Facilitators Guide also available. 

4. YARN: “Yarn for YES” a 1 hour webinar of UCA Leaders on the voice to parliament.  Start a yarn about the Voice. 

5. WATCH UCA Leaders videos 

6. PRAY:  Take some time to pray for First Peoples as a whole as we think about a period of on-going National Discus-

sion the process of the Referendum and the Outcomes that flow from it. 

7. DISPLAY: Yes Banners. Designs here take to your local printer. 

8. VOLUNTEER: With Yes23 and check out their helpful Conversation Guide. 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/uniting.church/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/A-REFERENDUM-FOR-AN-ABORIGINAL-AND-TORRES-STRAIT-ISLANDER-VOICE-Ver-2.0.pdf
https://uniting.church/a-voice-to-parliament-in-2-pages/
https://justact.org.au/first-people/actions/
https://uniting.church/yarn-for-yes-2/
https://uniting.church/what-the-voice-means-to-me/
https://uniting.church/display-a-voice-banner/
https://action.yes23.com.au/
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Lay Preacher Sunday—Thank-you 

 
Thank & Commission your Lay Preachers by using these worship resources. 
These notes and worship suggestions are offered by the Lay Preachers’ Committee for 

congregations and preachers wishing to celebrate Lay Preachers’ Sunday on the 6 th 

of August, 2023 or any Sunday in Augist.  

Worship resources include: • commentary notes on the lectionary  

• themes for prayers,  • And a message about the occasion of Lay Preachers’ Sunday.  

 

Welcoming and 
Inclusive:  
29th July 
Actions for Churches in 
response to people 
with disabilities and 
mental health issues.   
Speaker Mark Zirnsak  
@ Salvation Army Centre 
1010 Whitehorse Rd, Box 
Hill VIC 3128, Australia.  
Book. 

Intergenerational News-

letter—Subscribe now through 

the Younger Generations 

Team @ eLM. 

mailto:file:///C:/Users/Linley/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CWCC7FG4/Lay%20Preachers%20Sunday%202023.pdf
https://events.humanitix.com/welcoming-and-inclusive
https://events.humanitix.com/welcoming-and-inclusive
mailto:Kelly.Skilton@victas.uca.org.au
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Climate action across Australia and 

the UCA Assembly challenge ! 

At the 16th Assembly in May 2022 there was a resolution challenging all councils of the 

Uniting Church to greater climate action and to listen to first people’s wisdom. 

 
Within the resolution there was a call to seek zero emissions by 2040 at the latest, and to establish a 

“national zero emissions working group”. The role of the working group, now called the Zero Emissions 

Steering Group, is to: 
 

• gather data on commitments to greenhouse gas emission reduction made across the life 

of the church, and progress towards those commitments. 

 

• share stories, expertise and learnings on effective strategies and resources to reduce 

emissions, prioritising the wisdom of First Peoples. 

 

• consider how the whole of the church can move together to net zero emissions by 2040, 

and bring a report on findings and recommended next steps to the 17th Assembly. 
 

Richard Arnold, Jamie Thom and Claire Ziegler for Port Phillip West Presbytery are part of the Zero 

Emissions Steering Group. The group has now begun meeting, and recently held a “Round Table” 

meeting Uniting Church people from across the whole of Australia. All states were represented. A wide 

range of inspiring stories of actions, commitments and hopes were shared.  

 

A number of participants spoke about the need to not only reduce our 

greenhouse gas emissions, but to also look at the way we live in society and 

the stories we share which motivate our faith and actions. Indigenous 

wisdom, unbroken for over 60,000 years, has much to teach us. 

 

We hope that the Round Table gathering and the work of the Steering Group 

might be a catalyst to begin a movement right across the whole Uniting 

Church in Australia, to care deeply for God’s wonderful creation.   

SYNOD VISION: 

Following Christ,  

walking together as First 

and Second Peoples, 

seeking community, 

compassion and justice 

for all creation. 
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29th July 2023 Disability & Mental Health Conference  Mark Zirnsak  

@ Salvation Army Centre  1010 Whitehorse Rd, Box Hill 

2nd August Exploring the New Testament for Lay Preachers 

Rev. Linley Liersch 

4th—6th August Empowering Lay Preachers—National Conference 

6th August Lay Preacher Sunday 
Thank & Commission your Lay Preachers by using these worship resources. 

15-24 August Intergenerate Conference 

31 August - 
14th Sept 

Rachel Turner Downunder 

7—10 Sept Leaders to Go Conference 

1-3rd Nov Preachfest BOOK NOW for EARLY BIRD PRICES!!!! 

Glenroy Op-Shop celebrates its 50th Birthday 

This is an exciting milestone and reminder of how 
long Uniting Op Shops have been part of the market 
and our amazing long-term partnership.  

Recently we have renovated the space and I have 
attached some photos if you haven’t had a chance to 
see it.  

We are planning to celebrate with a sale and I wanted 
to link you both in as our congregation and 
presbytery partners.  

Here are our plans: 

• Share stories/ideas on social media and with a 
media release: This could be related to long-term 
volunteers, interesting donations, community impact, 
historical stories, things seen over the last 50 years. 
We would love to add any feedback/photos/stories from you 
both.   
We will then launch new trading hours, 7 days 9:30-5:00. 

Thanks so much for your ongoing support. 

Jacob Miller (Senior Manager—Uniting Op-shops) 

https://events.humanitix.com/welcoming-and-inclusive
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.
mailto:file:///C:/Users/Linley/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CWCC7FG4/Lay%20Preachers%20Sunday%202023.pdf
mailto:https://www.intergenerate.com.au/events
mailto:https://rachelturnerdownunder.com/
mailto:https://leaderstogo.org.au/

