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What is a First Nations Voice?  

The First Nations Voice is the first proposal contained within the Uluru Statement from the Heart. It is a 
constitutionally protected body of First Nations people which will advise the Federal Parliament and the executive 
government on legislation and policy of significance to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  

“This is a very simple concept: recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first peoples of this 
country… And the most meaningful way that we can do that is through a constitutionally guaranteed Voice. 
Bringing the voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, who know how their communities work, who 
know how their families work, closer to where decisions are being made.”  
[Quandamooka man Dean Parkin, Campaign Director, Yes23].   

Does the Uniting Church support the Voice? 

In a joint statement, President of the Uniting Church in Australia Rev Sharon Hollis and Uniting Aboriginal and 
Islander Christian Congress (UAICC) Interim National Chair Rev Mark Kickett affirmed their strong support for a 
Voice to Parliament as a critical step toward honouring the sovereignty of First Nations Australians in this land and 
furthering the work of truth-telling and treaty. The Assembly Standing Committee (ASC) in March declared the 
support of the Uniting Church in Australia for the change in the constitution to recognise an Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Voice to Parliament.   

“In the same way the 1967 Referendum brought Australians 
together, this is an opportunity for all of us to unite in a big way as 
we seek to restore justice and promote healing for First Nations 
people in this land.”  
[Noongar man Rev Mark Kickett, National Interim Chair Uniting 
Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress] 

Why has the Assembly made the decision?   

Having heard from UAICC, and noting there is a diversity of views, the Assembly Standing Committee (ASC) resolved 
to declare the support of the Uniting Church in Australia for the Voice to Parliament. The ASC's decision 
acknowledged the UCA's covenant relationship with Congress which commits it to stand in solidarity with First 
Nations people in seeking a more just church and nation.  (Cont. p.2) 

The Importance of having a Voice 

VOICE 

https://ulurustatement.org/the-statement/view-the-statement/
https://www.socialventures.com.au/sva-quarterly/dean-parkin-what-is-a-voice-to-parliament-and-why-does-it-matter/
https://uniting.church/supporting-the-voice/
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The ASC acknowledged the significant of this moment in our nation’s history and committed to resourcing the 
church in support of the “Yes” campaign. Over the coming months the Assembly will seek to encourage and 
provide opportunities and resources for respectful dialogue and consideration about the Voice. 

The Assembly is the national council of the Uniting Church. The Assembly Standing Committee is elected at the 
Triennial Assembly meeting of the Assembly and has the responsibility of providing governance and leadership to 
the Church during the Triennium.  

“The Voice is a chance for this nation to start listening to the many 
voices that sit on, around and in country, it’s about truth telling, it’s 
about treaty and it’s about justice and it’s about the one opportunity 
we have to dig deep into the injustices that we walk on, work on and 
heal on every day.”  [Palawa woman Alison Overeem, ASC member]  

How will the Voice work?   

If the Referendum vote is successful, Parliament will then design the Voice via legislation. The proposed 
Constitutional amendment states that the Voice “may make representations” to Parliament.  The Voice will have 
no veto power and will have no role in passing legislation.    

The First Nations Referendum Working Group advising the government has published a set of Design Principles to 
guide the process of establishing the Voice, including that the Voice will be independent, chosen by First Nations 
People and be representative of First Nations Communities.   

“It’s a Voice for Indigenous people at the grassroots that can be heard by the people who make laws and policies 
that affect our lives. The Voice gives us an opportunity to speak, and importantly, to be heard. They will be heard 
because the moral weight of the Australian people in the Referendum means that that Voice has 
power.”  [Arrernte/Kalkadoon woman Rachel Perkins, Indigenous filmmaker & co-chair of Australians for 
Constitutional Recognition] 

Will the Voice make a difference?   

A Voice to Parliament will further the self-determination of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples by giving 
them a greater say on matters that affect them. A Voice will mean the Government will have better quality 
information about First Nations communities and issues, provided directly from communities themselves. 
Information from communities will result in better quality laws and policies, better targeted investment and 
ultimately better outcomes for First Nations people across many sectors.  

“I genuinely believe that this is the best chance to address the injustices of the past and create structural change 
that will deliver a better future. The Voice is fundamentally about improving the lives of Indigenous Australians. It's 
about drawing a line on the long history of failed policies and programs in Indigenous affairs. It's about making 
sure that the voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians are heard on the matters that affect 
them.”  [Wiradjuri woman Linda Burney, Indigenous Australians minister] 

The Importance of having a Voice (Cont. p.1) 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-05-01/first-nations-mps-senators-on-voice-to-parliament/101976080
https://uniting.church/faq-about-the-voice/#el-19c5cdd3
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From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly back editions are available at Newsletters – Presbytery of 

Port Phillip West (ucappw.org.au).   Next edition 26th May .  Any submission are due by the end of February.   

Always happy to receive your stories, poems, book reviews, photos, links to events, FB ideas and theological 

reflections from across both our presbyteries. Rev Linley Liersch  Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.   

Beginnings, Endings and Waypoints 
Waypoints are times in the life of a community that benefit from special attention – 
beginnings, significant changes, endings. Ritual and mutual practices can assist in grief and 
healing and create shared stories of beauty and wonder.  At all our waypoints, God is 
present, and the love of Christ can be shared in community through shared words, actions 
and thoughtful silence.  So bring people together to celebrate the beautiful and good, 
grieve and mourn loss and endings, lament and seek forgiveness for wrongs, and forgive 
and be kind with one another.  Resources for transition, disasters, opening/closing 
buildings, closure of congregations. 

https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
https://victas.uca.org.au/resources/beginnings-endings-and-waypoints/
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In Clinical Pastoral Care, you quickly learn that doing your own 
“inner work” is critical. The more aware you are of your own 
shadows, motivations and prejudices the better-quality care you 
give. 

In doing my own “inner work”, I’ve realised that sentences 
starting with: “Why don’t you just…?” are very likely to provoke 
in me a near debilitating bout of anxiety. 

What I now understand is that I only tend to ask for help once 
I’m so overwhelmed that one little “just” feels like the 
proverbial straw that might just break this camel’s back. 

This has made me aware of how often I too say: “Why don’t 
they just…?” when speaking about the predicaments of others. 
Particularly when the answer to someone’s problems seems so 
simple or obvious.  

There are so many reasons, mostly hidden from our own very 
narrow view, why obvious solutions may be anything but. Fear, 
abuse, or loss of self-esteem can create barriers even the most 
confident among us find hard to break. 

“I wonder…” is a posture that allows us to take a step back, to 
get ourselves out of the way, and to let God in. Wondering is 
an invitation to Spirit, an open door for a loving response. 

POSITION VACANT 
The Port Phillip West Presbytery of the Uniting 

Church in Australia invites applications for the part 
time role (20 hours per week) of Administration 

Support Officer. 

 

The position supports the work of the PPW Presby-
tery Committees and the PPW Ministry Team. 

 

The full position description is available on our 
website https://ucappw.org.au/ homepage— Latest 
News click on Position Vacant. 

Applications close 15th May 2023 and should in-
clude a letter of application, a curriculum vitae, and 
the names of two referees. Applications to be sub-
mitted to Heather.Loader@ppw.victas.uca.org.au 

 

In clinical Pastoral Care, you quickly learn that doing your own 
and prejudices the better

 

In doing my own 
tating bout of anxiety.

 

What I now understand is that I only tend to ask for help once I
just break this camel

 

This has made me aware of how often I too say: 
answer to someone

 

There are so many reasons, mostly hidden from our own very narrow view, why obvious solutions may be anything but. Fear, abus
-esteem can create barriers even the most confident among us find hard to break.

 

Synod‘s Disability Action Plan   

2023-2026   
This plan builds on the work you may have 

already started.  The plan comes in two versions 

an Easy English version with pictures to help 

Church leaders 

engage will all people 

with disabilities to 

make a difference in 

their church, have a 

voice and be 

encouraged to take a 

lead.  The plan 

includes actions that 

should be taken by 

congregations and 

presbyteries. 

https://ucappw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/PPW-Admin-Support-committees-position-decsription-April-2023.pdf
https://ucappw.org.au/
mailto:Heather.Loader@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
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This is a three-day program designed to give you an introduction to the key concepts and 
practices of ministering with congregations and agencies in times of transition )isn’t that 
most churches, especially since the upheavals brought by the covid pandemic? How do we 
help communities navigate uncertainty and change?). While FTM part 1 is a stand alone 
program, it is also the first phase of training that leads to being qualified an an Intentional 
Interim Minister (IIM).  

The FTM will be lead by Rev Fran Barber (Continuing Education Coordinator) at the Centre 
for Theology and Ministry, Melbourne. 

Who:  Lay or Ordained ministry who is dealing with change, transition and new 
opportunities.  For those exploring a call to Intentional Interim Ministry.  For leaders 
amalgamating two congregations, church planting or closing a congregation, continuing 
education or renewing vision and mission opportunities. 

When: Tues-Thurs 16-18 May, 9.30am-5pm (morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea 
included)  Cost: $300 metro, $260 non metro  Where: Centre for Theology and Ministry; 
29 College Crescent, Parkville VIC 3052.   To register, click here  Registrations close 9 May. 

Appointment of Virginia Lavaki to Younger Generations: Multicultural Communities 

Nia is a second-generation Tongan who brings experience in 

congregational youth and children’s ministry at Park Church 

Tongan congregation in Brisbane, leadership experience 

at Yurora / NCYC, and significant leadership in the Tongan Na-

tional Conference. Nia is also currently convenor of the Assem-

bly Discipling the Next Generations Circle.  

Nia understands the value of working in a team, good mentor-

ing, and building momentum for change through relationships. 

Nia’s deeply passionate faith in Christ is worked out in commu-

nities which share food, worship, faith, social justice and hard 

questions about life and being 2nd Generation migrants in 

Australia.   Nia will be moving to Melbourne in June, to begin 

her role on July 4.  

https://victas.uca.org.au/event/fundamentals-of-transitional-ministry-the-work-of-the-leader/
https://events.humanitix.com/fundamentals-of-transitional-ministry-the-work-of-the-leader-yty78x23
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5th—7th May Sacred Edge Festival  
@ Queenscliff UCA 

7th May 
2pm 

‘Jesus Sophia’ Book Launch  
@ Northcote UCA 

13th May 2023 

 

PPW Presbytery Meeting @ St. Albans UCA 

The Moderator Rev. David Fotheringham visit 

18th May 

5 pm 

Book Launches @ CTM   

Sally Douglas ‘Jesus Sophia’ &  
Robyn Whitaker ‘Even the Devil quotes scripture’ 

21st—28th May Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Worship resources & prayers 

25th May  
10.30am-12.30pm  

Thinking Theologically About…. 

@ CTM  Rev Emily Hayes, Working with indigenous communities 

28th May 2022 

10 am 

Geelong (Collaborative) Pentecost Worship  

@ Wesley UCA, 100 yarra st. Geelong.  All welcome 

4th June 

2 pm 

 

Springtime for hymn Singing: Rev D. Wood & Bruce Macrae 

@ Auburn UC, 81 Oxley Rd, Hawthorn  VicTas UC Historical Society 

Jesus Sophia Book Launch  

Rev. Dr. Sally Douglas 

The book is called Jesus Sophia: Returning to Woman 
Wisdom in the Bible, Practice, and Prayer. It is 
grounded in biblical studies, drawing from my doctoral 
work, and then goes on to explore theological themes 
that focus on what this early church understanding 
might mean for discipleship today, that is, how we live out our faith. 

There are two Book launches.  

The first launch is on Sunday May 7 at 2pm Chalice Uniting Church in Northcote, with Kylie Crabbe and 
Stephen Burns launching the book.  

The second launch is with Robyn Whitaker as we launch our new books together, and it is is at CTM 
Pilgrim on Thursday May 18 at 5pm. Peter Sherlock is launching Robyn’s book Even the Devil Quotes 
Scripture. Monica Melanchthon is launching Sally Douglas book. 

https://www.ncca.org.au/faith-and-unity-resources/wopcu23
https://events.humanitix.com/thinking-theologically-about-61w1pauf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/wipfandstock.com/9781666735796/jesus-sophia/__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!bhe-cnnldqRf7DujJrLNT-OiXAUnRG7hKF3dRLAQ2UWtNs6YvpMtYv123ItucrOddtePfjFJr765EG8CLPkJGYrxfx5JBaMuv9sQKA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/wipfandstock.com/9781666735796/jesus-sophia/__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!bhe-cnnldqRf7DujJrLNT-OiXAUnRG7hKF3dRLAQ2UWtNs6YvpMtYv123ItucrOddtePfjFJr765EG8CLPkJGYrxfx5JBaMuv9sQKA$
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/jesus-sophia-book-launch-chalice-tickets-606497098147
https://events.humanitix.com/douglas-and-whittaker-book-launch

