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Road to Emmaus: Eco-theological Reading

Rev. Richard Acosta (Columbia—Translated by Ignacio Gama)

Ecotheology, as a component of liberation theology, allows us to read the Bible theologically, not only
from the perspective of social realities, but also environmental ones, which can exacerbate the former.

The passage of the Road to Emmaus is emblematic of Jesus’ teaching, also at work in the “See, Judge, Act”
method of liberation theology: See (know, understand, and analyze reality), Judge (illuminate reality
according to the Word) [In Australia the word DISCERN may fit better] , and Act (commit oneself to the
effort of transforming the reality of structural sin). Read Luke 24:13-24.

ACT: The experience of the risen one drives to action (vv. 32-35).

The experience of Jesus must move one to action. §
Otherwise, it is not an experience of Christ. What
is the point of dwelling on the mystical if
everything is crumbling down around us? The
experience of life that Jesus Christ communicates
causes us to face the “night” — that is, the fears,
the difficulties, the destruction, and the signs of
death. It strengthens us to act now! To do as the
disciples who “that same hour they got up and
returned to Jerusalem.”

We must move, be shaken, and act. It is
imperative that we substitute our practices with
more responsible, conscious, and sustainable
ones.

A place at the Table: Carol Ruff ‘Last Supper’ No.4 (Detail)

We must make our proclamation in places where leaders impose extractive policies, where industrialists
exploit and pollute, where field workers and Indigenous people are displaced, and where jungles are
ravaged and rivers polluted. It is important to announce that life can still prevail.

Let us pray: We pray that Jesus is with us on our road. As we meet today and afterwards as we go into the
world, may we respond to our calling to be stewards of creation and co-caregivers of the planet and of our




are times in the life of a community that benefit from special attention —
beginnings, significant changes, endings. Ritual and mutual practices can assist in grief and
healing and create shared stories of beauty and wonder. At all our waypoints, God is
present, and the love of Christ can be shared in community through shared words, actions
and thoughtful silence.

We recommend that you draw ideas, words, images, actions from these resources to suit
your context. All of these are intended to be used in a gathered community at an event
where all can participate in actions and words.

Pay attention to place, setup, people and leadership. Consider venues other than church
buildings, and that people other than church attendees may want to take part or lead. We
recommend that you use a planning guide for events alongside the worship and ritual
resources below.

So bring people together to celebrate the beautiful and good, grieve and mourn loss and
endings, lament and seek forgiveness for wrongs, and forgive and be kind with one
another.

UCA ANZAC DAY RESOURCES 2023

Prayers, reflection, videos and poems...

From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly back editions are available at Newsletters — Presbytery of
Port Phillip West (ucappw.org.au). Next edition 2nd May . Any submission are due by the end of February.

Always happy to receive your stories, poems, book reviews, photos, links to events, FB ideas and theological
reflections from across both our presbyteries. Rev Linley Liersch Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.
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https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
https://victas.uca.org.au/resources/beginnings-endings-and-waypoints/
https://victas.uca.org.au/download/635/bushfires-resources-disaster-care/9878/planning-ritual-post-trauma
https://uniting.church/anzac-day-2023/?fbclid=IwAR0ltHJ5j9nsdPC6HZjyDSt5gZtGDMUA1FndYqG3L5dFtPcyZ0cRFeVhilo

Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry: The work
of the leader

= May 16 @ 9:30 am - May 18 @ 5:00 pm AEST

This is a three-day program designed to give you an introduction to the key concepts and
practices of ministering with congregations and agencies in times of transition )isn’t that
most churches, especially since the upheavals brought by the covid pandemic? How do we
help communities navigate uncertainty and change?). While FTM part 1 is a stand alone
program, it is also the first phase of training that leads to being qualified an an Intentional
Interim Minister (1IM).

The FTM will be lead by Rev Fran Barber (Continuing Education Coordinator) at the Centre
for Theology and Ministry, Melbourne.

Who: Lay or Ordained ministry who is dealing with change, transition and new
opportunities. For those exploring a call to Intentional Interim Ministry. For leaders
amalgamating two congregations, church planting or closing a congregation, continuing
education or renewing vision and mission opportunities.

When: Tues-Thurs 16-18 May, 9.30am-5pm (morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea
included) Cost: $300 metro, $260 non metro Where: Centre for Theology and Ministry;
29 College Crescent, Parkville VIC 3052. To register, click here Registrations close 9 May.

CONTINUING EDUCATION

Fundamentals of Transitional Ministry (part 1): the Work of the Leader — May 16-18 (See above) Part 2 is
being offered in Feb-March 2024 by NSW, precise dates to come.

Pilgrim Theological College Intensives —an excellent selection in Semester 2, including: Psalms: Exegetical
and Theological Study with Monica Melancthon (July 10-13, Aug 11-12); Doctrine, Truth and Pluralism
with Geoff Thompson (Aug 4,18, Sept 1, 15, Oct 20, and the Nurture and Spiritual Guidance of Children
in a Global Perspective (Nov 22-24, 27-29). Enrolment available for credit or audit: contact Pilgrim Regis-
trar Erlinda Loverseed: erlinda.loverseed @pilgrim.edu.au

Thinking Theologically about.... May 25" 10.30am-12.30pm at the Centre for Theology and Ministry (or
online): an informal gathering for all interested in theological conversation. Rev Emily Hayes, minister of
John Flynn Memorial UCA in Alice Springs, speaks about John Flynn’s engagement with indigenous peo-
ple. Second contributor tbc.

Mentor Training — online through the Synod of NSW/ACT, May 23, 30 and July 6



https://victas.uca.org.au/event/fundamentals-of-transitional-ministry-the-work-of-the-leader/
https://events.humanitix.com/fundamentals-of-transitional-ministry-the-work-of-the-leader-yty78x23
https://victas.uca.org.au/event/fundamentals-of-transitional-ministry-the-work-of-the-leader/
https://pilgrim.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Pilgrim-Course-Guide-2023_online-version.pdf
mailto:erlinda.loverseed@pilgrim.edu.au
https://events.humanitix.com/thinking-theologically-about-61w1pauf
https://ume.nswact.uca.org.au/calendar/synod-mentor-training-may-june/

Merdel Hfeelll Mellers

REV. FI BOTTCHER (DEACON AT SUNSHINE MENTAL HEALTH)

“Be curious, not judgemental”. My fellow Ted Lasso fans will
recognise this quote instantly (Apple TV, Series 1, Episode 8). In this
heart-warming episode the main character, Ted, recalls seeing this
guote painted on a wall. Interestingly, although the quote is
attributed to the iconic American poet Walk Whitlam, he never
actually wrote these words.

According to the fact checking website “Snopes”; “The earliest
example we could find of this exact phrasing came from an advice
column by Marguerite and Marshall Shearer in response to a
guestion from a parent who found oral contraceptives in their 17-
year-old daughter's bedroom. The advice columnists wrote: [...] try
to find out her concerns. Be curious, not judgmental...”

What great advice for any parent! And perfect for anyone working
in mental health. Without curiosity, it’s too easy to miss seeing the

person behind the symptoms. | no longer read a patient’s diagnosis BE CURIOUS
before | meet them because | realise that when | do, | too often )
make unhelpful (and unfair) judgements about them before they ;

even say ”he"o"_ NOT JUDGEMENTAL

Cultivating curiosity drives us towards empathy and compassion
and in caring for God’s good creation, it helps us to see others in all
their divine glory, just as Jesus would.

Mat Harry: Hello Practitioners

One of the tasks of leadership is to help people realise their potential. As bearers of the |
Gospel — regardless of whether we are lay or ordained — we ought to be helping in the
transformation of others. Of course through this process we are also transformed
ourselves...

It seems that some people are truly great at recognising the potential in others and then helping them
realise that potential. Can this be learned by anyone?

If so, the first step would be to
understand how someone else

does it well. The Rev Mark Boyce, HOW TO H ELP

who has 25 years experience in

mental health ministry, is now in § OTH E R S :
a congregational placement at

Murray Rivers Cluster. In this REALISE THEIR
conversation Mark shares his POTE NTIAL

reflections on the elements that
assist him to help others realise MINISTRY

their potential. PRACTITIONER
INSIGHTS

Watch it now:- https://youtu.be/qlZXWGbh8Q3Y



https://youtu.be/qIZXWGb8Q3Y
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Getting off gas for households, manses, church buildings for the planet sake
(Justice and International Mission)

Climate change is already causing severe harm to the lives of hundreds of millions of people across the globe — the
science is clear. Climate change will cause increased extreme weather events (floods, droughts, heat waves), rising
sea levels and loss of food production.

Addressing human-induced climate change will require a sustained global effort over decades. Actions to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions made now will take decades to reduce the harm caused by climate change. However,
failing to reduce greenhouse gas emissions now will lock the planet into further climate change, with increased
climate-related damage.

At the 2021 Synod meeting, the Synod adopted a position on climate change that included an acknowledgement
for:
the need for immediate and substantial action by governments, businesses and communities, including the
councils and institutions of the church in this Synod, to mitigate climate change caused by human activity
and the threat it poses to God’s good creation.

Victoria’s gas sector makes up around 17% of the net greenhouse gas emissions for the state. Gas is used in the
homes and businesses of over two million Victorians, which makes Victoria the most gas-dependent jurisdiction of
any state or territory in Australia. Eliminating the use of gas will play a role in future decarbonising efforts. The
objective will be the electrification of businesses and households from renewable sources.

Gas is also unhealthy. Cooking with gas has been estimated to be responsible for up to 12% of childhood asthma
in Australia. A child living with gas cooking in the home faces a comparable risk of asthma to a child living in a
household with cigarette smoke.

In July 2022, Victoria released its Gas Substitution Roadmap as part of its plan to achieve net zero emissions for
the state.

The following are some tips for congregations and households that wish to reduce their use of gas or get off gas
altogether. Shifting off gas makes the most sense when you have rooftop solar or purchase GreenPower.
However, even where that is not the case, the Victorian Government is moving to get rid of coal-fired power
generation.

Energy Efficiency changes Energy efficiency tips can be found at victorianenergysaver.vic.gov.au. In 2022,
Sustainability Victoria’s report, assessing the Victorian Healthy Homes program in 1,000 homes, showed that an
investment of $3,000 produced nearly $1,000 in savings on health and energy bills over a three-month winter
period. An easy first step is to seal all gaps around doors, windows and old vents. Such measures include foam
sealing strips on door frames or draught stop fixtures. Double or triple glazing on windows also will significantly
improve energy efficiency.



https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/renewable-energy/victorias-gas-substitution-roadmap
https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/renewable-energy/victorias-gas-substitution-roadmap

Getting off gas for households, manses, church buildings for the planet sake
(Justice and International Mission)

Changing to efficient electric appliances In Victoria, a range of rebates can assist households with the costs of
swapping from gasBfired appliances to efficient electric appliances. For example, there are rebates of up to $1,000
to replace your old hot water heater with an approved electric or solar hot water system. Go to https://
www.solar.vic.gov.au/solar-hot-water-rebate The Metropolitan Community Power Hub (https://www.yef.org.au/
mcph/) can provide free and independent advice on switching from old gas appliances to efficient electric ones.
Switching from a gas cooktop to an electric induction cooktop can be tricky, as you might be uncertain how it will
impact your cooking. A portable plug-in induction cooktop can be a way to test the change before taking the
plunge to change over your built-in cooktop. Portable plug-in induction cooktops are lightweight and run from
your existing power points. Many good options start from as little as $50.

Electric induction cooktops can be used with woks made from a ferromagnetic material such as stainless steel,
carbon steel or cast iron to deliver the same great flash cooking much more efficiently than gas cooking.

Approximately 40% of household energy is used for heating and cooling. Gas heating is now one of the most
polluting and expensive ways to heat a home. However, reverse-cycle air conditioners are now better for the
climate and cheaper. Climate Council analysis indicates that, on average, reverse-cycle air conditioners cost about
half as much to run as standing gas or ducted gas heaters.

Electric heat pumps are now a cleaner and more affordable technology than gas hot water systems. Heat pump
hot water systems are more efficient than traditional electric and gas hot water systems. They have annual
running costs around 50% lower than an instantaneous gas system. |

t's always best to check with an electrician when switching gas appliances to electric ones.

Changing over your appliances comes with a cost, but you do not need to do it all at once. Gradually replacing gas

appliances with electric alternatives as they reach the end of their life is an affordable way to transition your home
or church building over time. Every device you switch over will help reduce your home's emissions. Switching from
gas to electricity across your house will likely save between $500 and $1,900 in energy bills yearly.

If you have managed to switch all your appliances to electric, it is generally worthwhile to get disconnected from
gas to avoid the ongoing service charge for being connected. However, be warned that some gas retailer
corporations are charging excessive prices for gas disconnections or making the process overly complex to try and
deter people from disconnecting from gas.

If you have changed from gas to electric, we would encourage you to tell us your story —and encourage your
friends and family to make the change as well.

Acknowledgement: The JIM Cluster used Environment Victoria, Climateworks, Friends of the Earth and Climate
Council materials for the above sheet.



https://www.solar.vic.gov.au/solar-hot-water-rebate
https://www.solar.vic.gov.au/solar-hot-water-rebate
https://www.yef.org.au/mcph/
https://www.yef.org.au/mcph/

Jesus Sophia Book Launch
Rev. Dr. Sally Douglas

The book is called Jesus Sophia: Returning to Woman Wisdom in the Bible, Practice, and Prayer. It is
grounded in biblical studies, drawing from my doctoral work, and then goes on to explore theological
themes that focus on what this early church understanding might mean for discipleship today, that is,
how we live out our faith.

There are two launches.

The first launch is on Sunday May 7 at 2pm Chalice Uniting Church in Northcote, with Kylie Crabbe and
Stephen Burns launching the book.

The second launch is with Robyn Whitaker as we launch our new books together, and it is is at CTM
Pilgrim on Thursday May 18 at 5pm. Peter Sherlock is launching Robyn’s book Even the Devil Quotes
Scripture. Monica Melanchthon is launching Sally Douglas book.

People are warmly welcome to attend either launch.

UNITING IN PRAYER

® A deep commitment to our Covenant relationship as we seek ways to support and enhance the self-determination of First
Nations people within the Uniting Church.

® Peace in places of conflict. We pray for all those who have lost loved ones in war.
® The Armenian community as this week we mark the Armenian Genocide on 24 April.
® Those mourning Father Bob Maguire, Catholic Priest and beloved social justice advocate.

® Belarus, Moldova, Russia, Ukraine as part of the WCC Ecumenical Prayer Cycle



https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/wipfandstock.com/9781666735796/jesus-sophia/__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!bhe-cnnldqRf7DujJrLNT-OiXAUnRG7hKF3dRLAQ2UWtNs6YvpMtYv123ItucrOddtePfjFJr765EG8CLPkJGYrxfx5JBaMuv9sQKA$
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/jesus-sophia-book-launch-chalice-tickets-606497098147
https://events.humanitix.com/douglas-and-whittaker-book-launch
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/church.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b3444ce36d66f548255e97b0&id=ea8b161724&e=30e6887c86__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!bqSNs2ct8XhsRpkeBbg_uk3T4XGcpSjnLcr4dkCZELkGOaTUYj8xia8N-sdp0QWsdm-PZaO9bDSZZ1KZRoDCVO_fiaBe1W4$

/hwl:é- My Educelivi Eventy

29th April 2023 PPW Challenge to the UCA — Net Zero Emissions by 2040 RSVP: susanan-
nestrong@hotmail.com

2-4pm

5th—7th May Sacred Edge Festival
@ Queenscliff UCA

7th May ‘Jesus Sophia’ Book Launch
@ Northcote UCA

18th May Book Launches

5pm @ CTM Sally Douglas ‘Jesus Sophia’ &

Robyn Whitaker ‘Even the Devil quotes scripture’

1st—3rd Nov  Preach Fest—Save the date

Sacrededge is our response to a sometimes harsh MAY 5.7 | WADAWURRUNG COUNTRY | QUEENSCLIFF | 2023

and fearful world. It is an opportunity to connect

with people from diverse backgrounds. Rather than

debate and argue about issues Q&A style, this d d

unique festival listens to people from the edge... S O C r e g e
their stories, music, poetry. Our presenters, artists

& performers come from a range of backgrounds — dg

Indigenous, Refugee, LGBTIQ folk, Carers for the 2, stories

Earth and Ocean. They are the voices from the
edge who are vulnerable and not normally heard.

With a bunch of people from different spiritual A WW da/w
tcrad'mor.ws and non'e, people who love storl.es,. FIRST NATIONS | REFUGEE | LGBTIQ
justice, ideas, music and the arts, community is EARTH & OCEAN | WELLBEING
created.

Sacrededge is a lived experience of how we can
treasure each other in all our glorious diversity and
find our hearts and minds expanded and enriched.

Sacredge Festival brings more than thirty Artists.
Musicians and Presenters together into a unique

sacrededge
of

usic * stories

cs www.unitingqueenscliff.org.au

arts - m
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