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 Gladys Nicholls (1906–1981) was an Aboriginal leader and activist based at the Gore 
Street Aboriginal Church in Fitzroy. When governments were working toward the 
assimilation of Indigenous people into white society, she worked for independence 
and recognition. When pastors’ wives were expected to be a ‘helpmeet’, she did that 
and worked for women’s rights. 

 A Djadjawurrung and Baraparapa woman, Gladys Bux was born at Cummeragunja on 
the Dungala, or Murray River. In February 1939, she participated in the protest over 
living conditions and government controls that culminated in the Cummeragunja walk
-off. In 1942, widowed with three children, she married the prominent Aboriginal 
activist and Churches of Christ pastor Doug Nicholls. He was knighted in 1972 for 
service to Indigenous peoples and she received the title, Lady Gladys. 

As a preacher in the Churches of Christ, Doug could have joined the denomination’s 
missionary board, but he understood the controlling condescension of white man’s charity. Instead, Doug and 
Gladys worked for self-determination, dealing directly with Aboriginal people and through Aboriginal-led 
organisations including the Victorian Aborigines’ Advancement League and Federal Council of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander People. 

Gladys’s work in politics and care grew out of a commitment to the practical application of the gospel – and it was 
aided by considerable business acumen. Enterprise was core to women’s work in the church in the mid-twentieth 
century, and Gladys excelled at it. She opened opportunity shops, maintained a craft stall, and negotiated 
donations from local businesses. Her efforts funded the work of numerous Aboriginal organisations – and 
purchased social approval from white society, with all the complexity and compromise entailed in work toward self-
determination. 

Gladys was a co-founder and matron of the Indigenous Girls’ Hostel in Northcote in 1956, later named the Lady 
Gladys Nicholls Hostel. These were the days of Stolen Generation when children were removed from Aboriginal 
homes in the cause of assimilation. Instead, Gladys asserted the value of Aboriginal home-life and recognised that 
Aboriginal-run accommodation for young women students could be life-changing. This was care with a political 
edge. 

Her extraordinary life has been recognised on the Victorian Women’s Honour Roll, Aboriginal Honour Roll and in 
the statue in the Parliament Gardens, Spring Street, Melbourne. As consciousness of Indigenous people’s unique 
experience and identity has slowly shifted, the story of Gladys Nicholls has been told many times over – by First 
Nations people who share her story and by Wudjula who might seek to listen and learn. Awakening does not come 
in the abstract but in the witness of complex lives of great integrity. Next time you are walking through Fitzroy and 
Northcote, not far from Pilgrim Theological College, remember Gladys Nicholls walked there before you.  

 IMAGE: Sculpture by Louis Laumen based on etchings by Ngarra Murray; photo by Rexness 
on Flickr, CC BY-SA 2.0 https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/ 
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From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly back editions are available at Newsletters – Presbytery of 

Port Phillip West (ucappw.org.au).   Next edition 27th March .  Any submission are due by the end of February.   

Always happy to receive your stories, poems, book reviews, photos, and theological reflections from across both 

our presbyteries. Rev Linley Liersch  Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.   

We are also asking your Church Council or local leaders to have a 

conversation about the Act2 Project and the role it can play in helping local communities of faith flourish into the 

future. 

Below you can download a Church Council Pack with six questions for you to discuss and share back. We invite 

your Church Council to discuss the questions and share your feedback in one of the following ways: 

Using the online form on the webpage 

Email the provided Response Form to the team uca.act2@nat.uca.org.au 

Mail the provided Response Form to: Act2 Project Unit, c/o Uniting Church Assembly, PO Box A2266, Sydney 
South, NSW 1235 

Responses to the Church Council questions are due 30 April 2023. 
 
If you have any questions, please ring out Act2 Hotline on (02) 8026 9728.  

God in the Landscape: Studies in the Literature of Australian Protestant Dissent 

By Kerrie Handasyde 

This book shows how creative writing gives voice to the drama and nuance 

of religious experience in a way that is rarely captured by sermons, reports, 

and the minutes of church meetings. The author explores the history of 

religious Dissent and Evangelicalism in Australia through a variety of 

literary responses to landscape, from both men and women, lay and 

ordained. 

The book explores transnational themes, along with themes of migration 

and travel across the Australian continent. The author gives insight into the 

literature of Protestant Dissent, concerned as it is with travel, belonging, 

and the intersection of national and religious identity. Much of the writing 

is situated on the road: a soldier returning from the Great War, a child on a 

lone adventure, a night-time journey through urban slums; all of these are 

in some way dependent on the theme of "walking with Jesus" as the Holy 

Land travelogues make explicit. 

God in the Landscape draws the links between landscape, literature, and 

spirituality with imagination and insight and is an important contribution to 

the historical study of religion and the environment. 

"Kerrie Handasyde's account of God in the Landscape is beautifully written and elegantly conceived. It shows us 
how the human experience of faith is essentially 'placed.'" Katharine Massam, Professor of Church History, Pilgrim 
Theological College. 

The website for orders is God in the Landscape: Studies in the Literary History of Australian Protestant Dissent: 
Kerrie Handasyde: Bloomsbury Academic   The discount code for Aust/NZ is GLR CA3AU for 20% off paperback. 

BOOK REVIEW 

https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/church.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4770eb8edfc6be5a5f4943388&id=3164831147&e=675babe1f4__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!dOh3TzFioJMuwTCgLwvEl1CnNTrX1jndrvp5ZWcugXhN2M0LSp0JdfooR4d-hdHedgNyd4cF8cVNeJnontdfOTz4mlCAi2ESMbQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/church.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4770eb8edfc6be5a5f4943388&id=5ac335fbac&e=675babe1f4__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!dOh3TzFioJMuwTCgLwvEl1CnNTrX1jndrvp5ZWcugXhN2M0LSp0JdfooR4d-hdHedgNyd4cF8cVNeJnontdfOTz4mlCAcQlsxSM$
mailto:uca.act2@nat.uca.org.au
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/church.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4770eb8edfc6be5a5f4943388&id=5a4797390d&e=675babe1f4__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!dOh3TzFioJMuwTCgLwvEl1CnNTrX1jndrvp5ZWcugXhN2M0LSp0JdfooR4d-hdHedgNyd4cF8cVNeJnontdfOTz4mlCAvttEF3c$
https://www.bloomsbury.com/au/god-in-the-landscape-9781350252127/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/au/god-in-the-landscape-9781350252127/
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I shifted uncomfortably when George 
announced, “you’ve got money!” Some 
of the other men laughed in agreement. 
Sometimes I kid myself that I blend in 
easily at the sheds, but privilege hangs 
off bodies just as obviously as poverty 
does. 

“Sure, I’m definitely fortunate…”, I 
started before Mick cut in: “Wait. I don’t 
begrudge a cent Fiona’s got. She went to 
school, she worked hard, she deserves 
it!”.  

I winced as I searched for the words to challenge this damaging view of privilege. As I was about to speak, 
Danny blurted: “Yeah but some of us didn’t get a chance at school”. 

Danny was adopted as a toddler with an undiagnosed intellectual disability. His family struggled. He finds 
it hard to follow instructions and has tried to hold down many jobs. He is often teased by others.  

Danny never had a chance to live the privileged life I live.  

Privilege clouds our vision, making it hard for us to see and acknowledge the true nature of the 
suffering of others.   

In the truth of our discomfort, we experience empathy and true compassion, and we bring our heartfelt 
prayers to God through Jesus Christ, the One who blesses the meek and the poor. 
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Members of the 16th National Assembly meeting 

in May 2022 passed a resolution that called on 

all Councils of the church, agencies and schools 

to join with the Assembly in committing to net 

zero emissions by 2040 at the latest so that 

together we can become a zero emissions 

Church.  

The Synod of Victoria and Tasmania Climate 

Action Taskforce has now produced a 

Discussion Sheet outlining some of the 

challenges that may be involved in reaching this goal and to help explore ways forward. This 

does not mean we should wait before taking actions to reduce to prevent global warming. All 

parts of the Synod should still seek to do all they can to reduce their greenhouse gas 

emissions.  

 
Copies of the Summary of the Discussion Sheet can be downloaded here. 
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AniHEF7cUFTggbcB8w1SjvyjMUkjVg?e=NxHhYa.  The full 34 page 
discussion paper is now available and you may request it.  Feedback to the Discussion Sheet 
is being sought before the end of May and then a recommendation will be prepared for the next 
Synod meeting in November 2023. 
 

The Presbytery of Port Phillip West Climate Action Task Group is now seeking to hear 
from your community because your views matter and will help shape the future. We are not 
wanting to tell you what your community ought to be doing, but rather we are seeking to hear 
from you what is possible and achievable for you. This Discussion Sheet brings questions to 
the table, and we are keen to discuss the issues raised by these questions or any additional 
related issues.  

 

So, you are invited to be a part of a Zoom discussion on Saturday April 29th from 2 pm to 4 pm. 

Please could your community offer the names and email addresses of at least two people who 
would be willing to read the Discussion Sheet and then to attend this meeting, offering their 
thoughts, reflections and ideas.  Please note that full document will be sent to all who register 
for the April 29 th meeting. 
 

We look forward to hearing back from you via this email address 
susanannestrong@hotmail.com  and most particularly look forward to the input from your 
community. 
 

Members of the Presbytery of Western Victoria will have an opportunity to engage 
with the Discussion Sheet probably in May.  

Susan Strong (Convenor PPPW Climate Action Group)

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AniHEF7cUFTggbcB8w1SjvyjMUkjVg?e=NxHhYa
mailto:susanannestrong@hotmail.com
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19th March 

2pm 

Rev Brian Howe AO “My life after politics”  Free Event   

@ Centre of Theology and Ministry 29 College Cres Parkville.  

VicTas UC Historical Society 

 

20th March EXPONENTIAL Australia—Evangelism Conference 

@ Nunawading.  UCA Group Attending. 

19th March 

2pm 

Induction Rev. Cath James  

@ Brunswick UCA  

21st March 

4—6:30 pm 

Farwell Service to Chris Barnett 

@CTM & on-line. Register 

22nd March 

5pm 

Sacred Edge Festival Launch & Community Meal 

@ Queencliff UCA 

5th—7th May Sacred Edge Festival  

@ Queencliff UCA 
 

You are warmly invited to attend a  

Farewell service for Chris Barnett 

Please join us in a thank you, farewell and release of ties for 

Chris Barnett, followed by light refreshments.   

Tuesday, March 21, 4pm  

CTM & online  Zoom details will be emailed to online 

attendees on the morning of the event   

Click here to register  

mailto:ken.barelli@bigpond.com
https://www.trybooking.com/events/986826/sessions/3553006/sections/1806146/tickets
mailto:https://events.humanitix.com/chris-barnett-s-release-of-ties%0d
mailto:Tuesday,%20March%2021,%204pm

