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God’s Time 

We have a different view of time at the beginning of the year than we do at the end of the year. Think 
back to how you were feeling a month ago: maybe a little rushed and hurried as you tried to accomplish 
everything that needed to happen before the year’s end? Today, we are looking ahead at the possibilities 
and potential, and it feels like we have all the time in the world. We do not. 

Many congregations do have more of a sense of urgency these days. Now we’re in a hurry to put things 
back the way they were before COVID— or to make them better. How will we manage the gift of time? 

 Alaina Kleinbeck, director of the Thriving in Ministry Coordination Program, is right to point out that 
there is more than one way we can relate to time. Our relationship with time is mediated through culture 
and has implications for how we interact with other people. With that in mind, the fact of our temporal 
existence means we need to adopt a deliberate stance for how we will manage time.  In the New 
Testament there are two Greek words for ‘time’: ‘chronos’ is human time and ‘kairos’ is God’s time [Mk 1:15]. 

When this newsletter is published , we will have 334 days 
remaining in the calendar year.  As we resume our normal 
schedule of church meetings and activities, how will we as leaders 
discern what claims our attention and what can wait? What 
projects, problems or opportunities have we pushed to the 
background that we really need to pay attention to now? As a 
disciple and a leader, how will you steward time to faithfully carry 
out your calling? Although we cannot control time, we can 
choose how to use the time we have wisely.  

I sometimes wonder if we would be more consistent in the way we use time if we framed it in terms of 
investment rather than management: How will we invest time?   

I run a camp in March each year as part of my ministry tithe to generations under 50.  It is an investment 
in the younger generations.  I invest time in spending time with my team colleagues, it is an investment in 
our relationship and can yield joy, trust and mutual respect.  The challenge is this, what if we tithed our 
future church? Invest time in new and renewing church.  Invest in the future by planting a on-line church?  
Investing in people: unchurched people, marginalised, intercultural groups or younger generations?   

What if all ministry agents , all church councils all presbyteries tithed our time to the future church! 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.e2ma.net/click/83m3sd/8nueuai/czxrwi__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!bBORA1sx1WmgyicuMkX9LRBryscxGs30gf5wp768gwe8IfWBsB1X1ETRaBYg_omdoTEOQGCt4zgvuanPBV95mvhZZhmd$
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From the Editor: If you missed an edition of The Westerly back editions are available at Newsletters – Presbytery 

of Port Phillip West (ucappw.org.au).   Next edition 14th February .  Any submission are due by the end of January.   

Always happy to receive your stories, poems, book reviews, photos, and theological reflections from across both 

our presbyteries. Rev Linley Liersch  Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au.  Spot the Koala!  Just to fill the spot. 

It was the day before our end of year BBQ. I turned up to the Men’s Shed to find Tony*, who had been 
missing for awhile, at the gate (see previous articles). “Hello!” he smiled as I got out of the car. “Where 
the (expletive) have you been?” I replied enthusiastically.  

I’d been calling or texting him weekly, to tell him he was missed and to share our news. He hadn’t got any 
of my messages, his phone had been stolen weeks ago. 

He told me he’d signed up for grief 
counselling and was attending a health 
clinic regularly. But he still lived with 
suicidal ideation – thoughts of ending 
his own life – most days. 

I asked him if he’d like to cook again 
and he gladly offered to make his 
delicious carbonara he’d made for us 
once before. We made a shopping list 
and when he left I was happy - but also 
uneasy. I worried that we might not see 
him again.  

Then just today, my phone rang. It was 
an unlisted number and I let it go to my 
message bank. It was Tony, calling from 
a pay phone. “I forgot an ingredient 
Fiona, garlic. I’ll see you on 
Wednesday”. 

Thank God for small miracles.           

CONCERNED ABOUT CLIMATE ACTION BUT NOT SURE HOW TO GO ABOUT IT AT YOUR CHURCH? 

Take a look at the Five Leaf Eco Award. 

It is a step-by-step guide for action that your church community can take, one small 

step at a time.  You can also see the list of churches that have already embarked 

upon some of the levels. 

Be encouraged! You can make some headway with this guide. And Jessica 

Morthorpe, the manager of the programme, is so very helpful if you want some 

guidance. Send her an email. Award Winning Green Churches | Five Leaf Eco-

Awards (fiveleafecoawards.org) 

https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
https://ucappw.org.au/resources/newsletters/
mailto:Linley.Liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/fiveleafecoawards.org/churches-involved/__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!Zi2j4bBymMfqjzZhU4ddM5hOWSj6rVQbY-qh8NH9UUr98xk6HDcH8C1v5ZpJ7e7Tj8O2OinfDWUYTOxDc3wvUwBylrgoR_PtInuBtNf14w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/fiveleafecoawards.org/churches-involved/__;!!DVrgiXjqvl2yLjg!Zi2j4bBymMfqjzZhU4ddM5hOWSj6rVQbY-qh8NH9UUr98xk6HDcH8C1v5ZpJ7e7Tj8O2OinfDWUYTOxDc3wvUwBylrgoR_PtInuBtNf14w$
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A memorial service will be held on Thursday evening, 

16 February 2023 at 7.00 PM in the Mount Macedon 

Uniting Church to commemorate the 40th anniversary 

of the devastating bushfires that swept across much 

of Victoria and South Australia on 16 February 1983. 

Rev Dr D’Arcy Wood will lead the service with the 

chair of the Presbytery of Port Phillip West preaching. 

The Uniting Church in Mount Macedon was one of 

the 400 buildings destroyed in Macedon and Mount 

Macedon on that day. While 7 people died in 

Macedon and Mount Macedon, no-one from the congregation died. The townships of Macedon and 

Mount Macedon were almost wiped out. 

Only the stone walls of the church remained after the fire. Insurance was 

insufficient to rebuild. With faith and drive, the minister, Rev Graham Hall, 

and congregation decided to rebuild. Massive support poured in from 

congregations, individuals and organizations across the State, Australia and 

internationally. The rebuilt and extended church complex was reopened just 

13 months later. Many of the furnishings were donated by other 

congregations. 

The congregation continues to thrive and the “little church on the Mount” 

remains a beacon of resilience and hope for the community. 

A warm welcome is extended to everyone to join us as we remember and reflect, especially those 

closely associated with events on that terrible day 40 years ago. 

Ash Wednesday Bushfire - VIC/SA 1983 | Australian Disasters (aidr.org.au)  

Empowering Lay Preachers - National Conference of Lay Preachers  

4th—7th August 2023  

When: Starts: 4:30 pm Friday, 4 August / Ends: 1:00 pm Monday, 7 August  
Where: Alexandra Park Conference Centre, 13 Mari Street, Alexandra Headlands QLD 4572 

For lay preachers, candidates and those interested in leading worship. Share in a wonderful few days and 
be encouraged, supported and challenged in your ministry.   

Proudly Hosted by the Uniting Church in Australia Queensland Synod. For all details, click here.  

 

https://knowledge.aidr.org.au/resources/bushfire-ash-wednesday-victoria-and-south-australia-1983/
https://unitingchurchinaustraliaqueenslandsynod.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tjhuhlx-jidhkrvc-h/
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G’day Practitioners 

If we are open we can learn new things from others.  People who think differently to us, who have 
different experiences, different perspectives and who DO things differently; they can help us grow.  Even 
if it is to clarify what it is that we think, do and say.  

We need to be critical thinkers – that is for sure.  We can’t just rely on what we hear and not examine 
it.  However, the other extreme is to not listen to ANYTHING someone with a different perspective 
says.  My personal experience has been that I have learnt so much about following the way of Christ from 
people I theologically do not agree with.  When I began in ministry I did a Forge Internship as the only 
UCA person in the room.  I learnt so much about new ways of being church.  My learning grew from being 
exposed to lots of different perspectives.  I was able to critically assess their perspectives and practices 
and put it into the context I was ministering within.  I will be doing this again when I attend the 
Exponential regional event in Melbourne in March.  

Within many mainstream denominational churches, discipleship, church planting and evangelism are 
weaknesses – we need help.  Perhaps we can learn from others who are more intentionally focussed 
upon this.  Even if we do not agree with all aspects of their approach at least it provides a springboard 
that can be adapted in ways that we think are most appropriate.  It is with this introduction that I share 
with you a conference I will be attending, where you may like to join me.  (If you intend to go to the 
Melbourne option please let me know so that we can have a cohort and reflect upon insights later).   

Exponential Regional Events will bring key learning from church multiplication movements all over the 
world to your doorstep so that you can contextualize these learnings for your local community. Whether 
you are exploring effective methods for evangelism, how to revitalize your church, or stepping into 
church planting, our regional events will equip you with learning and practical tools from leading 
practitioners to help you be effective in your context.  

Featuring Special Guest Speakers:  

Ed Stetzer  [Missiology] 

Bishop Ric Thorpe [Church Planting] 

Bree Mills [Micro Church] 

Dave Ferguson [Multiplication] 

Time & Date: 9:30am-4pm 20th March 2023 

Melbourne: Crossway Baptist Church - 2 Vision Dr, Burwood 
East VIC 3151  

PARTNERSHIP URL TICKET LINKS: Note: You must use these links to access the discounted partner prices. 
Please select your organisation from the partners list when purchasing tickets.  All partner prices are 
below the regular advertised rates.  

MELBOURNE: https://www.trybooking.com/events/986826/sessions/3553006/sections/1806146/tickets  

PARTNERSHIP PRICES: Standard General Ticket = $125 Fully Catered 

 

And remember that God is always waiting on people faithful enough to be optimistic, and bold enough 
to take the next step… MH. 

Conference on Evangelism 

By Mat Harry (eLM New and Renewing Communities) 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/986826/sessions/3553006/sections/1806146/tickets
https://exponential.org.au/regional-events/
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11th Feb PPW Presbytery Meeting @ St Alban’s UCA 

15th Feb 

10 am—3.30pm 

Reflective Practice for Intercultural Ministry 

Synod Intercultural Forum 

16th Feb Ash Wednesday BushFires 40 yrs  

Memorial Service @ Mount Macedon  

19th Feb Induction Service @ St. John’s Essendon 

Rev. Feke Komitoni 

25th Feb PWV Presbytery Meeting @ Warrnambool UC 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/reflective-practice-for-intercultural-ministry

