Welcoming in the New Year!
Rev. Mat Harry (Deacon)
Did you know that according to research there are a lot of people who come along
to churches each ordinary week who won’t come back unless your church…
You can watch the extremely popular video on YouTube “Can Your Church Improve It’s Welcome?” Click Here to
View in which John Jeffries – past CEO of Christian Blind Mission – highlights research around “Welcoming” within
churches.
Information is only as good as it’s practical implementation, so Rev Mat Harry – eLM New & Renewing
Communities Catalyst – has developed an Online series of Workshops in order for Christian Communities can
develop a Culture of Welcoming. These insights need to be embedded within the culture of a church and this is
exactly the practical steps Christian Communities will take each week with the aid of an easy to follow Workbook.
The Workshops will assist bridge the gap that is often present between information and implementation :How people typically come to faith
Why allowing space within your circles of inclusion is so critical
The development of a Welcoming Pathway for your church and context
How to effectively embed changes within a church culture
Each week we will cover the relevant section of the Workbook to embed a culture of Welcoming in your Christian
Community. Let’s make it easy for people to become involved in God’s mission through our churches, so register
for these online Workshops today.
Comments from Previous Participants: “The Welcoming Huddles were very engaging and presented in a way that
makes the pathway seem quite 'do-able' and easy to explain to others” AND “Thank you. The series encouraged us
to think of things from a different angle.” Survey results: 55 % Strongly agreed & 45 % agreed ‘new insights can be
implemented’.
Sign up for the Workshops by clicking the links below (for either the day or evening options) … register as
congregational teams e.g. Door stewards, welcomers, elders, ministry agents, church councillors.
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 7:30-8:30pm (4 Weeks) Commencing 2nd February
Register:- https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqcOGprD8tHdTW_-olWmiEcdvOlA0uJpGS
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS 2-3pm (4 Weeks) Commencing 3rd February
Register:- https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckc-qurDItG9wYKNggdroCscTA3LuVau6u

Happy New Year—Digital Resources
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Reza* was born into a Muslim family but has recently converted to Christianity. Although yesterday he told me he
was thinking of becoming a Satanist. He enjoys having robust philosophical and religious discussions with me and a
fellow patient who is Muslim after the “morning meeting”. During our conversations voices are sometimes raised
but they are always respectful.

This morning our Muslim friend wasn’t feeling well and missed the meeting. Reza was noticeably quieter and
seemed to be deep in thought. I asked him what was on his mind. “My sister’s new baby”, he said. “Her baby was
born two weeks ago, in Pakistan. She sent some more
photos last night”.
He paused for a moment, staring into the distance
then said: “Have you seen a new baby recently? I think
when you see a new baby, you see God. Maybe being
close to a baby is witnessing the divine”.
As Reza sighed, his expression a mix awe and mystery,
I imagined baby Jesus cradled in Mary’s arms. We
welcome this time of newness, of beginnings and
vulnerability, as we welcome a newborn child. With
awe and mystery and in anticipation of God’s promise
of peace, love, hope and joy.
*Name changed to protect personal identity

If you share this story pair it with the song: “Mary did you know?” by Pentatonics
“Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?
Mary did you know that your baby boy is will one day rule the nations?
… that the sleeping child your holding is the great I AM”
Pentatonix - Mary, Did You Know? (Official Video) - YouTube

Messy Church Camp

HEROES
Fran Barber & Robyn Whitaker / Kylie Crabbe

March 11th - 14th 2022
Acacia Campsite—Halls Gap
Arts and Crafts, Games & Sports,
Bible stories, Bush walks
Prommo Video: UYC Messy Church Camp Promo Video - YouTube
Camp Form: docx (ucappw.org.au)
Send registration to:
Email: Linley.liersch@ppw.victas.uca.org.au
Post: Messy Church Camp, c/- Horsham Uniting Church,
10 Pynsent St. Horsham VIC 3400

11 Digital Resources for Worship that
can be used with the Lectionaries
(RCL and Narrative)
Mel Perkins (eLM Lay Leadership)

1.

Indigenous Story Telling: Creation Cinema/Bunjil’s Nest, First People’s Exhibit, Melbourne
Museum. If you want to involve Indigenous story telling in your worship, this is worth considering.
Bunjil, the Creator, is a Wedgetail Eagle. This cinema experience (not to be missed in person at
Melbourne Museum) tells a story of creation for the people of the Kulin nation. This beautiful
version is an official video by one of the partner developers, ENESS. https://vimeo.com/75260640.
This resource could be used when exploring Genesis 1,2 or the Season of Creation.

2.

Bible Videos: Bible Project has a number of resources, including videos, that are worth exploring
for worship. This is not a resource that originates in the UCA, and the theology expressed in the
videos represents that of the creators – keeping this in mind, the videos are a good resource to use
as a conversation starter in worship. Videos can be accessed at https://bibleproject.com/ or their
YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVfwlh9XpX2Y_tQfjeln9QA.

3.

Art: Vanderbilt University has two great art resources. Be sure to check them both out:

a) Art in the Christian Tradition - https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-search.pl. This is a visual
image online resource.
b) Revised Common Lectionary - https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/. This
has black and white images and images in slideshow format, amongst other resources.

website

4.

Bible Images: Still on visuals, but Biblical pictures this time, “Free Bivble Images” single images and
sets of images. There are a number of ways to search for the image/s. And yes, they are free.
https://www.freebibleimages.org/

5.

Bible Videos: Max7 is a Biblical based, free, open source set of online resources that are great for
ministry of all ages. Want to present your Bible reading in a different format? Need a dynamic word
for the kids (and the young at heart)? Simply look up the passage or topic and see if a video is
available. https://www.max7.org/en - also available in different languages. And you can find Max7
videos available on YouTube with helpful headings for finding videos and topics - https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCicKoMwVhT3jIvrrBHr06uQ.

6.

Maps, timelines, informative videos, images,: etc? Bible Odyssey has a wonderful range of
resources that can be used in worship and sermons. And more resources are also being uploaded
in languages other than English. The search function in the website is very useful and will help you
find things too. https://www.bibleodyssey.org/.

7.

Music: Need some music you can control? Have you tried “MyMidi”? Created by Queensland UCA
Minister Wayne McHugh, MyMidi is a great way to have your own computer-generated worship
music. And it is all available for a very good price! https://mymidi.audio/

8.

Music: Still on the music theme – songwriter and Queensland UCA Minister David
MacGregor has a number of his songs available for free streaming. https://
togethertocelebrate.com.au/songs-for-free-streaming/. If you need to refer back to the
lectionary, check out his page - https://togethertocelebrate.com.au/weekly-lectionarysongs/.
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11 Digital Resources for Worship that can be used with
the Lectionaries (RCL and Narrative)
Mel Perkins (eLM)
9.

Storybooks: Remember Cecil, Webster, Tina, and Emma? Many are familiar with the “Lost
Sheep” characters and resources by South Australian and friend of eLM, Andrew
McDonough. Andrew offers Church Memberships that include digital downloads of his
books and downloadable activity books for the kids and older creatives of your
congregation/faith community - https://www.lostsheep.com.au/churches/. Not listed by
lectionary, but easy to find stories through the ‘stories overview’ - https://
www.lostsheep.com.au/stories-overview/bible-verses/.

10.

Films: Looking for films that open us to discovery and transformation? “The Work of the
People: Films for Discovery & Transformation” may have what you are looking for.
Developed in America, they will however offer opportunities for reflection and
conversation. While thematically arranged, they are still useful when planning from a
lectionary
base.
Access
by
reasonably
priced
subscription.
https://
www.theworkofthepeople.com/

11.

Culture: Become familiar with Google Arts & Culture - https://artsandculture.google.com/.
There is soooo much in here it is impossible to list all the resources. With lots of people
having to stay at home during Covid lockdowns, a lot more art and places are now
available to be viewed online. You can search by artist, themes, mediums, historical events,
historical figures, collections, and more. Being a secular website, this is not organised
around the Lectionaries, but worth adding into this list for the wealth of resources it
contains. This website is fantastic is you want to explore the senses and intelligences with
your worshipping community – one of my favourites is “Blob Opera”!

Remember to get yourself the correct copyright licenses. Talk to your Presbytery for more
information!

Uniting Faith & Family Camp - March 11th—14th 2022

Strong Spirit Story: Pay attention. Be astonished. Tell about it!
Spring boarding from Mary Oliver's "Instructions for living a life",
Family Camp 2022 is all about strengthening our practices, exploring our spirit, and sharing our stories.
How can we further build our faith practices?
Why should we investigate our faith stories?
What are the ways we can share these with those around us?
All this and more at the 2022 Family Camp! Venue t.b.a.
Registration: Em Chandler emchandler6@gmail.com 0424 578 153 for further information.

Advent: Something is Coming!
NEW Resource Something is Coming! is a fresh way to engage
households, small groups and whole communities throughout
Advent. This new, FREE resource encourages us to pray, reflect,
grieve and rejoice as we draw nearer to Christmas. Check out and
download Advent: FREE Advent: Something is Coming!

PWV Dreaming - On the Winds of Change

8th Dec

Stawell UCA

Feb 2nd

Developing a Culture of Welcome

7:30—8:30 pm

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS (4 Weeks) Commencing 2nd February
Register:- https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqcOGprD8tHdTW_-

Feb 3rd

Developing a Culture of Welcome

2—3 pm

THURSDAY AFTERNOONS 2-3pm (4 Weeks) Commencing 3rd February
Register:- https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckcqurDItG9wYKNggdroCscTA3LuVau6u

Links on front Page

Tea with Two Revs is a weekly lectionary podcast
for the people in the pews, or even outside the
doors! It began during the early weeks of
lockdown 2020. This podcast became an
opportunity to provide an asynchronous Bible
study content for our members with a focus on
what would be coming up in the lectionary for the
upcoming Sunday. What we found interesting
from the readings, and room for thinking about
how it applies for us in our everyday walk with
Jesus, as followers and practitioners of the way.
Tea With Two Revs is hosted on apple, spotify
and soundcloud and growingfaithdownunder.org.

