
Lent is usually a time for prayer and renewal; inviting us to ñlook  againò as we listen to the stories that 
lead us to Easter Sunday. However, Easter Sunday is not the day after Ash Wednesday; we have the 
period of Lent to remind us that turning to face Jerusalem was a tough journey. 
 
It is usually at this time, we are invited to consider making our own sacrifices for the period of Lent. It 
feels a little rough thinking about giving up something for Lent in the time of a global pandemic and 
writing this during yet another lockdown; some may argue that these conditions are presenting us with 
enough reminders of sacrifice that no more needs to be given up! 
 
We have already given up: 
¶ Planning holidays; because just when we do, they can be ripped out from under us, or cut short to 

get home quick! 
¶ Planning big celebrations; weddings, parties, or just a dinner party with friends. 
¶ Planning for meetings and worship in person; our face to face Presbytery in Council meeting 

shuffled to on-line is a perfect example. 
¶ Personal contact with loved ones; especially those interstate or overseas; or this week, more than 5 

kms away! 
¶ Greeting people with affection; do we hug, shake hands, elbow bump, wave and smile (tricky 

behind a mask). 
¶ Feeling safe to go shopping; the kick-back with regard to Covid restrictions leaves many having no 

regard for the safety and health of others. 
(Use this space to mentally add your own.............................) 
 
And yet, amid the groaning and confusion, there is still room for us to be more intentional about our 
journey toward Easter. The first followers of Christ experienced confusion and frustration as they 
journeyed with Jesus, back to Jerusalem; back to a place of fear. 
 
Perhaps this year, we might focus on a deep seated fear of our own and consider what we might need in 
order to journey toward our own Jerusalem? Perhaps a better way to identify with the suffering of Jesus 
may be: instead of giving up something we enjoy (chocolate), we seek to address a personal fear 
(looking in the mirror). 
 
Many people have had deep fears ignited during this 
pandemic. Lent offers us a perfect opportunity to look 
our fears in the face, name them, wrestle with them 
in the weeks ahead, and with the amazing hope in 
the risen Christ, surrender our fears to God in the 
assurance of new life. 
 
Lent speaks to our personal lives, but also to our 
community lives. Lent provides our communities of 
faith with opportunity to identify our corporate hopes 
and fears, and likewise wrestling with them in the 
weeks of Lent, and together, hand them over to God 
this Easter.   May this time of Lent bring a journey to renewed Hope and new life for us all! 
Amen. 
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Money for Mission Program: As we 

return to face-to-face gatherings it 

would be a great time for you to 

think about your missional activities 

into the future and assess your 

property requirements for the delivery of mission. We 

are still working to locate property that is in excess of 

missional and worship requirements that could be 

divested into the Money for Mission Program. It is a great 

way for Congregations to earn an income from property 

without having to worry about maintenance and 

management.  

Essential Safety Measures: As we return to face-to-face 

worship and activities now is the time to think about 

Essential Safety Measures. Some of these legislative 

required safety measures were not undertaken 

throughout the COVID-19 lockdowns. It®s time to check 

your exit signs, Ĝre extinguishers, electrical testing and 

tagging and Ĝrst aid kits to ensure they are current.  

The Victorian State Government have announced 

changes to the Residential Tenancies Act (RTA) that 

will increase mandatory safety obligations. If you rent a 

house/townhouse or unit/apartment to tenants in 

Victoria, you are directly affected by the changes to the 

smoke alarm requirements and electrical and gas 

inspections. The regulations will be effective from 28th 

March 2021. Mandatory electrical and gas safety checks 

will be required every two years with a report being 

produced containing the gas plumber and electricians 

licence details who conducted the tests. All of this new 

legislation applies to all manses owned by the Uniting 

Church (this includes manses utilised for the housing of 

Ministers). Congregations must act now to ensure 

compliance.  

Occupational Health and Safety Inspections: Elnura 

Dulakovic, the Synod Safety OfĜcer, has advised that 

Occupational Health and Safety inspections of Uniting 

Church properties will recommence this year. You will 

be contacted to arrange inspections if required.  

 

Jeanne Beale 
tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅ 
aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 

Safe Church 
Have you checked the 
expiry date on your 
WWCC lately?  When 
you are renewing your WWCC could you 
please ensure you update the Synod 
address  130 Londsdale Street, Melbourne, 
3000.  Here is the link to the new Synod 

address and what needs to change. ƘǧǇǎΥκκ
ǳŎŀǾƛŎǘŀǎΦƻǊƎΦŀǳκƪŜŜǇƛƴƎŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴǎŀŦŜκǿǇ-
ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘκǳǇƭƻŀŘǎκнлнлκлуκ
{ȅƴƻŘbŜǿ!ŘŘǊŜǎǎΦǇŘŦ 

Directions on how to renew your WWCC as 
well.  https://
www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au 
You can renew your card online from six 
months before its expiry date until three 
months after it has expired.  Itôs illegal to do 
child-related work after your card expires 
unless youôve lodged your renewal. If you 
still intend to do child-related work after your 
card has expired, youôll need to start a new 
application. 
 
There may be new people stepping into 
leadership roles as well - not only do they 
need a WWCC, but have they done the Safe 
Church Training?  If you need a refresher 
course, or have new people to be inducted 
please let Jeanne Beale know in PPW or 
Colleen Barker in Western Vic.   
 
There are plans for a new national Safe 
Church Training program to be coming out 
this year, which I imagine we will all be 
asked to do, but no sign of it as yet, so the 
one that VicTas has (show) is still current for 
now. 

Joint Ministers Retreat³Save the Date 

PPW  & PWV ministers retreat for 2021.  

Norval House Hall®s Gap Sunday              

September 5th³Wednesday 8th 2021.  

The theme of the retreat will be ­Renewal®.  

Hope that you will make this a priority 
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https://ucavictas.org.au/keepingchildrensafe/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/SynodNewAddress.pdf
https://ucavictas.org.au/keepingchildrensafe/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/SynodNewAddress.pdf
https://ucavictas.org.au/keepingchildrensafe/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/SynodNewAddress.pdf
https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au
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Lent in a Bag 
Rev. Narelle Collas 
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